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CRIMES AIN'T WHAT THEY USED 

T0 BE (BY THE NUMBERS). 
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GET YOURSELF A BUBBIE IN TIME 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
PAGE 44 


FEAR HELPED THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS, 
EXCEPT, WHEN IT DIDN'T. 


BY RACHEL SWHN 
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We have San Francisco’s largest 
selection of Kid’s Bikes! 
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CALS WAS SALE! 


2015 Haro PreeWheelz 10” or 12” kick-bike $110 $99% 

2014 Raleigh MXR or Lil Honey 16” beginner’s $190 $179% 
2013 SE Bronco 20” BMX $230 $189% 
2015 Specialized Hotrock Coaster 16” beginner's $240 $219% 
2015 Trek Jet or Mystic 20” with coaster brake $240 $219*% 
2014 Raleigh Lily 20” girl’s mountain $275 $249% 
2014 Haro 100.1 20” BMX $300 $269% 
2015 Trek Mtn. Track 200 24” boys or girl’s $300  $279% 
2014 SE Lil Ripper 16” BMX $330  $289% 
2014 Fuji Ace 650 kid’s road bike $440 $389% 
2013 Haro Duo dirt/street 20” BMX $500 $399% 


2014 SE PK Ripper Elite 20” BMX $580 $449% 
Many other models on sale! 


SALE ENDS 12-24-14 SALE LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND 


SPEAUZED G& Featleigh 


i RE F<. f ELECTRA BICYCLE COMPANY ® 


VAIFEINCIANCYCEERW, 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) ¢ SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 e REPAIRS 415-550-6601 


MON-SAT 10-6, SUN 11-5 ¢ CLOSED 4PM XMAS EVE & ALL DAY DEC. 25TH 
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VIRAL PANIC 


Medicine has made AIDS 
predictable. People, 

not so much. 

By Rachel Swan 


BURIED TREASURE 


An incongruous find during 
a dumpster dive leads toa 
musical extravaganza. 

By Joe Eskenazi 
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LETTERS 


EDUCATING THE 
EDUCATION SYSTEM 


Kudos to the writer for this feature: 
This article is so amazingly comprehensive 
and historically accurate [“Mission Improb- 
able,” Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez, feature, 
12/10]. Rodriguez's deep knowledge of 
CCSF and its contribution to our education 
and enrichment as citizens and students is 
unlike anything I’ve ever read in a newspa- 
per. 

His grasp from years of reporting on 
CCSF yields incredible insights: especial- 
ly useful are the historical facts about the 
California Master Plan for Education, 
which has been pivotal for the success of 
California as an educated, cultured com- 
munity. The fight to ration education is 
so disturbing, especially given that we 
know it is the best investment we can 
make as a society to our well-being. 

Thank you for publishing such a com- 
prehensive article. 


Native Californian/CCSF Student 


Rules aren't made to be broken: 
Excellent report, but CCSF has to close. A 
rule is a rule. A rule is to be followed. CCSF 
has diverged in its mission over the years. 
Nowis the time to change it back to be in 
line with other community colleges. 
Guest 


Hoping for a prosperous future for 
CCSF: CCSF has been invaluable as a step- 
ping stone for higher education for low in- 
come students (as a cost effective solution 
for those that are returning back into the 
work force), a second chance for the late 
bloomer high school students, and most of 
all the opportunity to test the waters fora 
vocation before commitment of exorbitant 
tuition or fees for professional training. 
Losing CCSF would be a clear signal to our 
community that it is losing the spirit of 
what is San Francisco. If mismanagement 
is the issue, restructure. At the end, defin- 
ing which niche CCSF is intended for is ob- 
vious: It is for the community of San 
Francisco, and that community happily is 
composed of a broad-base population. 


Guy M. 


“Excellent report, 
but CCSF has 

to close. A rule 
is arule.” 


GUEST COMMENTING ON 
“MISSION IMPROBABLE” 


PROTESTING VS. LOOTING 


Protest peacefully, and without 
breaking the law: The momenta pro- 
test turns into destruction of private and 
public property and the blocking of public 
access, it loses its credibility — it stops be- 
ing about the cause and becomes about 
the protesting [“Ordered Mayhem,” Ra- 
chel Swan, News, 12/10]. People have the 
right to protest, but they don’t have the 
right to destroy businesses or block high- 
ways, freeways, and streets. 

SFNative 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


The CHP officer should have iden- 
tified himself: Police must provide a 
badge and identification, especially while 
brandishing a firearm in plain clothes at 
the general public [“Undercover CHP Offi- 
cer Points Gun at Oakland Protesters,” 
Rachel Swan, The Snitch, 12/11]. Without 
that who is to say that this wasn’t a ran- 
dom protester with an illegal weapon 
committing major felonies? 
Anonymous 


Another reader points to the dan- 
ger this situation caused: It doesn’t 
seem like a very smart idea on behalf of 
the CHP. Armed plain clothes officers in 
a crowd of hundreds? How could OPD 
distinguish them between cops and civil- 
ians? Or how would the general public 
have basis for knowing they are real, on- 
duty cops? Anyone can brandish a gun, 
anyone can claim to bea cop. Not only 
did CHP endanger the lives of the public 
with this stunt, but it seems it also en- 
dangered the lives of its own officers and 
the lives of the OPD. 

Jose B. 


LETTER FROM THEEDITOR 


Newspapering has gone through many changes, and for a weekly, few is as poten- 
tially traumatic as finding out that there’s another day of the week that you could 
publish on. So it is that SF Weekly has discovered a day nearer to the weekend (but 
not Friday) that is called “Thursday.” After much discussion, it has been decided 
that, starting Jan. 8, 2015, we will be appearing on newsstands every Thursday. 
There are a few reasons for this. The first is that we are expanding the book 
— in the weeks and months to come you'll notice more content in our news, 
arts, film, and food sections — and a Thursday pub date allows for better dead- 
line management. The second is to, hopefully, better serve the reader by mak- 
ing sure there are issues out closer to the weekend, so that plans can be made, 
restaurants perused, and long stories earnestly read, perhaps over a coffee or a 


Bloody Mary on some future Sunday. 


We are excited to have excavated this day that has been considered lost for 
so long. Hopefully it will serve us well, and allow us to serve you well in turn. A 


happy Thursday to us, every one. 
Brandon R. Reynolds, Editor 
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FLU SYMPTOMS? 


Are you feeling feverish and 
fatigued and experiencing 
cough, sore throat, or nasal 
stuffiness? 


EA\\\!' F 
Pacific Research Partners is seeking participants for a clinical 
research study testing an investigational medication for influenza. 


You may qualify if you are between the ages of 18 and 64, have 
flu ws dahl and have not received a flu shot in the past 6 
months 


Qualified participants receive study related medical care and 
investigational study medication or placebo at no cost and may 
be compensated for time and travel. 


Pacific 
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The Big Picture 





Maybe It's too early to lose faith in body cameras. 


By Rachel Swan 


Body-mounted cameras became 
the policing item du jour in November af- 
ter Michael Brown’s family urged all law 
enforcement departments to adopt them. 
Politicians and legislators agreed that 
video footage could have solved the murky 
details surrounding Brown’s death, and 
possibly brought charges against Darren 
Wilson, the officer who shot him. 

By that time, police departments 
throughout the country were already 
adopting the technology. New York 
City’s force had a pilot project in the 
works; Los Angeles police had been 
testing cameras for months. In San 
Francisco, Supervisor John Avalos had 
renewed his push for a body camera cost 
assessment, which he first proposed in 
April. Avalos said these gadgets might 
have shed light on the March death 
of Alejandro Nieto, the man who was 
shot by a San Francisco cop in Bernal 
Heights. Like Michael Brown, Nieto 
became a cause celebre. 

In September, Deputy Policy Chief 
Sharon Ferrigno confirmed that San 
Francisco had received a $250,000 De- 
partment of Justice grant for a camera 
pilot program, which would be imple- 
mented “in the near future.” SFPD is still 
ironing out its camera policy, according 
to a spokeswoman. Meanwhile, public 
opinion has shifted. With the Eric Gar- 
ner chokehold death failing to produce 
an indictment of New York cop Daniel 
Pantaleo, pundits who once touted the 
unassailable truth of video are suddenly 
hedging. 

So are protesters who turned out en 
masse to decry the Eric Garner verdict. 
Some believe that police will edit the 
footage, while others fear they'll use 








the cameras to spy on civilians. (San 
Jose police delayed its camera program 
over privacy concerns.) Avalos has also 
started to change his tune, voicing res- 
ervations about accountability and cost 
(storing footage is about $50-$60 per 
officer, per month, according to Avalos’ 
legislative aide Jeremy Pollock). 

“As the Eric Garner case shows, even 
clear evidence of egregious police ag- 
gression ... did not stop our racist justice 
system,” Avalos says via text message. 

Maybe so. Granted, the Eric Garner 
case is not without historical precedent: 
A widely distributed video of the 1991 
Rodney King beating failed to secure 


The footage inspired 
a spate of protests 
against police 
brutality, shutting 


a guilty verdict from an all-white jury; 
two of the officers who bludgeoned King 
were ultimately sentenced on civil rights 


charges, but only after the federal gov- 
ernment stepped in. 

Still, many would say we’re better 
off for having those videos. To 
date, millions have viewed the 
chokehold video of Eric 
Garner on YouTube. 













down cities through- 
out the nation. It 


provides incontrovertible proof of the 
systemic failures that Avalos cites. 

To undermine the cameras now 
might seem misguided, particularly in 
light of President Obama’s new proposal 
to invest $75 million in the devices. Per- 

haps the takeaway from Eric Garner’s 
death isn’t that video 
doesn’t work, it’s that 
it can’t exist in a vacu- 
um. A machine can’t 
deliver justice, but 
it can be a valu- 
able tool. 






i 
Fred Noland 


In Plain 
Sight 


Cops and protesters 
have vast systems to spy 
on each other. 


The defining image of last 
week’s anti-police brutality pro- 
tests — an undercover California 
Highway Patrol Officer brandish- 
ing his gun at a small crowd in 
Oakland — speaks volumes 
about the erosion of trust be- 
tween law enforcement and activ- 
ists. The CHP officer says he 
feared for his life as a mob ad- 
vanced toward him; protesters, 
meanwhile, were distraught to 
find a plain-clothed cop among 
their ranks. 

But it turned out that cop 
was only one cog in a vast spy 
network, which, CHP Gold- 
en Gate Division chief Avery 
Browne says, is partly a defense 
against the protesters’ own sur- 
veillance technology. The con- 
frontation happened on a rainy 
night, which prevented CHP 
from deploying its stakeout 
helicopter. Instead, the agency 
dispatched armed personnel to 
wander among the crowd and 
gather intelligence. 

Apparently, many police 
departments use undercover 
patrols to monitor demonstra- 
tions. Many also launch dummy 
Twitter accounts to follow the 
main organizers, which could 
be as effective as a wiretap, 
but don’t require court orders. 
According to Browne, all such 
tracking methods are necessary. 
Protesters now download police 
scanner apps to their smart- 
phones, meaning “everything 
we transmit over the radio, they 
play over their Twitter lines,” 
Browne Says. 

So, Little Brother is follow- 
ing Big Brother, too. RS 





De-Ported 


Who will remove Mel Murphy 
from San Francisco's Port 
Commission if the mayor 
won't? How about you? 


cause of his Port Commissioning. 


that the influential developer had 


move them. 








Port Commissioner Mel Mur- 
phy is back in the news, and it’s not be- 


Earlier this month it came to light 


reinstalled stacking parking devices 
at an 11-unit Mission Street property 
he owns, despite specific instructions 
from a city building inspector to re- 


This was the latest in a litany 
of instances in which Murphy was 
found to have flouted the rules — 
often with a result of shortchanging 
city coffers by scores of thousands 
of dollars. Prior to poking around by 
the San Francisco Chronicle, Murphy 
failed to pay some $168,000 in fees 
on that property. 

Readers may recall Murphy as the 
subject of a 2012 SF Weekly story 
about the loopholes city builders 
exploit to expand small homes into 
mansions; Murphy received city 
approval to “remodel” a shack at 125 
Crown Terrace from 854 square feet 
to 5,139 square feet. Critics slammed 
Murphy’s plans as an attack on 


common sense, the dictionary, and 
the laws of physics. And they were 
right: Last December, Murphy’s home 
tumbled down an embankment onto 
city streets. 

The price estimates for the ill-fated 
home were originally submitted at 
perhaps one-tenth a realistic cost of 
the work, thereby depriving the city 
of thousands in permit fees. 

And so, after all that, the question 
is prompted: What would compel the 
mayor to remove this troublesome 
commissioner? 

The answer to that query is un- 
known, as SF Weekly does not know 
what it would take to compel the 
mayor's spokespeople to return our 


many calls and messages. Murphy, 
Lee’s golfing chum and a heavy do- 
nor, told us he couldn’t discuss this 
complex matter while driving through 
traffic and would call us back. He 
didn’t. 

When Lee’s political critics 
lamented that state Sen. Mark Leno’s 
decision to bail on the mayoral race 
would allow Lee to act with impunity, 
this is what they were talking about. 

A deep-pocketed activist, however, 
could compel the electorate to do 
what the mayor apparently will not. 

Rather uniquely among city com- 
missions, port commissioners are 
subject to recall. Per Section 4.114 of 
the City Charter: “They shall be sub- 


ject to recall, suspension and removal 
in the same manner as an elected 
official.” 

Initiating a recall, however, is an 
uphill battle. Signatures representing 
10 percent of the electorate would be 
required. That’s around 50,000. That’s 
a lot. That has never happened before. 

The logistical and financial hur- 
dles of acquiring that many signa- 
tures led even the transcendently 
wealthy forces pushing for Sheriff 
Ross Mirkarimi’s ouster to abandon 
a recall attempt. 

Lee, you'll recall, suspended Mirk- 
arimi. The sheriff, however, managed 
to hold onto his post. Like Murphy. 
Joe Eskenazi 
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Ci HOW A MISSION DISTRICT CANNABIS DISPENSARY FOUGHT THE FEDS AND WON. 


Lawyers, Gaza, 
and Marijuana 


Alcohol and marijuana do not 
mix. Just ask Lagunitas: In 2006, the 
Petaluma-based microbrewer’s weekly 
beer tastings went on an infamous 
hiatus after state liquor officers 
discovered some of those drinking there 
were also smoking marijuana (let’s hope 
ABC never pays a visit to the Zeitgeist 
back patio). 

Regardless, Champagne was defi- 
nitely popped at Shambhala Healing 
Center last week. 

The Mission District medical 
cannabis dispensary is one of nine 
city-licensed pot clubs caught up ina 
federal Department of Justice crack- 
down. About one-third of San Fran- 
cisco’s permitted and taxpaying pot 
shops closed. Unlike all the others, 
Shambhala stayed and fought the feds 
in court. 

On Dec. 8, after a judge tossed 
out the feds’ quest to seize the 
dispensary’s building, Shambhala 
became the only city pot club to fight 
the feds and win. 

It’s a first in the Bay Area. And pos- 
sibly a first in all of California. 

With this, the crackdown that had 


a 
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closed hundreds of pot shops across 
the state appeared to be over. 

In the three years since Melinda 
Haag, the U.S. Attorney for Northern 
California, sent Shambhala’s land- 
lords a letter warning of property 
forfeitures unless the dispensary shut 
down, no new letters have gone out. 

The DOJ has since told states that 
law-abiding cannabis businesses will 
be left alone, and late last week, Con- 
gress voted to deny the feds funding 
for any future interference with legal 
weed. 

Many believed that the feds were 
halfhearted from the start and that 
the letters were all a bluff; seizing 
property seemed an unpopular and 
draconian move. 

There’s also speculation as to why 
and how Shambhala and shuttered 
pot clubs were targeted in the first 


FV 
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wane 


place. Why did the feds choose this 
club rather than nearby Purple Star 
Collective even after Mission District 
merchants petitioned Haag to shut it 
down? 

There is no official explanation for 
any of this. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
has not offered comment. 

So how did Shambhala win? 

Perhaps it was just that it had 
a good lawyer. And a Palestinian 
fighter. 


Signs of stress are all around 
Khader “Al” Shawa. Four packs of 
American Spirit cigarettes are within 
arm’s reach of Shambhala’s co-founder 
and owner as he sits at his desk in the 
dispensary’s back room. As he talks, he 
regularly glances at the three flat- 
screen monitors showing the store’s 
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surveillance feeds. 

A Gaza native, Shawa went into the 
marijuana business after decades in 
fashion and hospitality. The story he 
tells — that he grew tired of a world 
of money and partying and turned 
to selling weed to find meaning — at 
times sounds like the kind of hack- 
neyed “finding myself” bullshit for- 
mer frat bros use to justify a months- 
long debauch across Southeast Asia. 

But then he sells you on it. 

For 18 months, Shawa paid rent on 
his Mission Street pot shop while the 
city processed his permit. His busi- 
ness was open for only a year before 
the feds’ letter arrived in February 
2012, demanding it close. 

The feds told Shambhala the shop 
had to go, because of the children; 
there’s a city playground and rec cen- 
ter about four blocks away. 

The feds didn’t seem to care that 
the rec center was closed, or that the 
playground served as a hangout for 
hipsters and neighborhood drunks. 
They also didn’t seem to care that 
Shambhala had followed all of the 
city’s rules. 

“T believed I was right,” Shawa says. 
“I did everything by the book. So I did 
what I had to do.” 

The dispensary’s lease specifically 
allows for a marijuana business in 
compliance with state and city law. So 


instead of closing shop, he took the 
feds to court. Shawa hired Henry Wy- 
kowski, one of the three lawyers who 
argued a landmark federal case for 
marijuana in 2007, and who is consid- 
ered one of the best in the business. 

Shambhala’s landlords were told 
to remove the dispensary or lose the 
building. But because Shambhala had 
a valid lease, a state judge rejected the 
eviction proceeding. 

The feds may also have overplayed 
their hand. 

Given the chance to take the build- 
ing, the feds blinked. Instead of seiz- 
ing the building as they could have 
done, the feds accepted a $150,000 
settlement from the landlords. Once 
that was paid, the matter was closed. 
A last-minute attempt to add Sham- 
bhala and its lease to the forfeiture 
proceeding was rejected by a federal 
judge. 

“We had our day in court. Justice 
was served. But I tell you,” he says, 
leaning forward across the desk, cig- 
arette in hand, “the worst thing that 
can happen to you in this country is 
trouble with the federal government.” 

That was true for a long time, for 
the entire marijuana industry. 

But that’s over now. And maybe 
forever. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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The San Francisco Police Department's crime stats aren't what they used to be. 


In San Francisco, there are two 
ways of assessing crime and safety issues: 
anecdotal and statistical. One is, naturally, 
more reliable than the other. And that’s 
the anecdotal reports, of course. 

Here’s what happening anecdotally, 
according to police sources. Many of 
the workaday criminals who BART into 
San Francisco and once dealt drugs near 
stations at Powell, Civic Center, 16th 
Street, and 24th Street have, sadly, 
abandoned mass transit for cars. 

Your cars. 

They are, we're told, visiting into the 
outer San Francisco neighborhoods — 
the Outer Richmond, the Parkside, the 
Excelsior — and upgrading to a more 
lucrative line of work by breaking into 
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cars. The MO, per a veteran cop, is fora 
thief to smash in a window, then wan- 
der away for 10 minutes or so. And, if 
nobody comes running out of a house, 
he'll return and help himself to the 
bounties within. “They’re making more 
money [than dealing] by stealing elec- 
tronics from cars in the sleepy neigh- 
borhoods, especially rental cars,” says 
the officer. “They see it’s a rental car and 
they pop it right open. Car break-ins are 
off the hook.” 

That’s why neighborhood watch 
message boards are filled with all-caps 
warnings about a “kid checking all the 
driver’s side doors on Gladstone!” or 
frantic retellings of last night’s escapade, 
in which some miscreant briefly made 
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off with the family Pontiac, shearing off 
a front bumper in an abortive attempt 
to wake up the sleepy neighborhoods. 

Is this backed up statistically? Yeah. 
But even the most cursory examination 
of police statistics suggests that statis- 
tics aren't as statistical as they used to 
be. The crime totals printed in the most 
recent San Francisco Police Department 
annual report for the year 2012 do not 
match the 2012 totals printed in last 
year’s. And the crime totals listed in the 
annual report for 2013 do not match 
the 2013 totals reported to the FBI. 

Our calls to the SFPD on this matter 
were not returned. But, doing the math, 
this much is clear: Every change to the 
hundreds or thousands of cases makes 
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things look better, crime-wise, in the 
most recent year on record. 
Or at least as good as they can. 


The year 2011 was a momentous 
one for the San Francisco Police Depart- 
ment. That was the year department em- 
ployees finally received email accounts. 

The department has, for years, ex- 
perienced the pains you'd expect of an 
organization trying to implement the 
data-driven policing of the CompStat 
system while wallowing in the kind of in- 
stitutional torpor that leads to a big press 
conference in 2011 to announce email 
addresses for police (who could only be 
reached prior to that by calling one phone 
in each station house, writing a letter, or 
committing a crime and waiting). 

In 2012, Chief Greg Suhr asked the 
city controller to audit the department's 
record-keeping. That was not a pleasant 
report to read for fans of neat and func- 
tional government: The controller found 
the cops’ CompStat system was ham- 
strung by too many streams of manually 
compiled information and misinforma- 
tion, leading to a multiplicity of numbers 
where there really ought to be only one. 

So, the numbers — the numbers that 
reveal whether or not crime is going up 
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or down and by how much — are unreli- 
able. And have been for some time. The 
San Francisco Examiner’s Jonah Owen 
Lamb wrote a damning report on this 
earlier this year. 

But the department’s own official 
reports contradicting themselves? That’s 
new. And that’s interesting. 

Every year the police, not unlike any 
company with a billion-dollar budget, 
produces a lengthy prospectus and year 
in review. You can chart whether things 
are getting better or worse by comparing 
the most recent year with previous ones. 

By this measure, the year 2013 was 
a rough one. But not nearly as rough as 
it would have been if the 2012 statistics 
hadn’t, somehow, changed a great deal. 

In last year’s annual report, for ex- 
ample, the department reported 3,484 
robberies in 2012. And yet, in the cur- 
rent report, the 2012 total is listed as 
3,703. That made the reported total of 
4,000 robberies in 2013 not look so bad. 
This happens again and again: In 2012, 
the department reported 28,242 larce- 
nies. But in the most recent report, that 
2012 total has been altered to 30,200. In 
2012, 5,317 burglaries and 5,339 auto 
thefts were reported. But, in the newer 
report, those totals have been upgraded 
to 5,671 and 5,770. Regarding burglaries 
and auto thefts, these post-facto changes 
allow the department to claim there’s 
been a slight reduction in these crimes in 
2013 rather than a sizable increase. 

But, of course, it could be worse. Re- 
member those 4,000 reported robberies 
in 2013? The total the SFPD forwarded 
to the FBI for the annual (and ironically 
titled) Uniform Crime Report was 4,202. 
The city reported 5,574 burglaries in 
2013 on its annual report, but told the 
feds there were 5,931. And the city re- 
ported 904 fewer larcenies on its annual 
report than it did to the FBI. 

Mixing and matching the numbers, 
you could say the city either experienced 
a 2 percent drop in burglaries between 
2012 and 2013 — ora 12 percent 
increase. 

And, either way, you've got the 
statistics to back you up. 


In a recent interview with the liber- 
tarian publication Reason Magazine, Suhr 
explains how, after he largely dismantled 
the narcotics division, violent crime has, 
supposedly, dropped. “The thing we're 
most proud of here in San Francisco is, vi- 
olent crime is down,” Suhr said in the web 
interview. 

The chief, uncharacteristically, did 
not return your humble narrator's 
calls. Which is too bad, as, per his own 
departmental report, violent crime 
is not down, but up 11 percent over 
last year. And, per the numbers his 
department reported to the FBI, it’s 
up 22 percent. That’s a 100 percent 
discrepancy with the SFPD’s other 
numbers but, either way, up is up. 

The SFPD, Suhr tells Reason, is “not 
trying to just keep a stat game going.” 
Well, good. 


Anecdotally, that’s a pretty hard 


Tracking whether crime is going up or down grows harder when the thing to do. 


numbers themselves keep moving. Each year’s crime total (burglary, 
robbery, and so on) should stay consistent from year to year, but the 
numbers changed on subsequent reports. So, for robberies in 2012, the 


total that year was given as 3,484 in the SFPD’s annual report, which was 
the same number it reported to the FBI. But, one year later, the number 
listed for 2012 was given as 3,703. Somehow, it seems, the number of 


: f : Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
crimes in each year was changing even though the year was long past. 
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Declan Cante and his boyfriend, 
Joshua Mootry, got their first glimpse 
of San Francisco at 3 a.m. ona rainy 
January morning this year as the Grey- 
hound bus they’d ridden from New York 
puttered into the station at 200 Folsom 
St. They’d traveled a week through East 
Coast blizzards, along sodden Midwest- 
ern interstates, and down farm-check- 
ered California highways, winding up in 
what they thought was a city of dreams. 

“We were expecting to see parades 
and people everywhere,” 21-year-old 
Cante says, explaining that he’d left 
New York to escape “a rut I was stuck 
in” — he’d bounced from a youth shel- 
ter to transitional housing, only to 
wind up in the shelter once more. But 
San Francisco, with its sterile down- 
town and bumper crop of high-priced 
condos, didn’t quite meet their ex- 
pectations. Cante and Mootry hadn't 
prepared themselves for the lack of 
affordable housing, and they’d only 
been vaguely aware of the tech boom. 
They hoped, at the very least, that San 
Francisco's reputation for tolerance 
would hold up. 

Cante is lean and wiry, with a nar- 
row face and a broad, thousand-watt 
grin. Because he is African-American 
and a self-described “pansexual,” he 
says he’s been miscast as the face of 
the AIDS epidemic: Residents at the 
shelter in New York assumed he was 
HIV-positive and receiving special 
treatment as a result. Cante does not 
have HIV, and because of new ad- 
vances in drug technology, he hopes 
to stay that way. Nonetheless, he’s 
haunted by the virus. 

“I was initially really pissed,” he 
says, recalling how the other homeless 
kids thought he’d been fast-tracked 
into housing in order to manage his 
“condition.” But then he felt guilty, 
realizing that, like the other kids, 
he'd perceived having the virus as 
a character flaw. “I was very young 
when the epidemic was first on the 
rise, but looking back, it seemed there 
was [once] a lot more support for our 
brothers and sisters who were strug- 
gling with the disease.” 

It took a while for Cante to locate 
any kind of support network in San 
Francisco. He and Mootry spent their 
first three weeks living in Buena Vista 


Park, bracing against heavy rain, beat 
MEDICINE HAS MADE AIDS PREDICTABLE cops andthe Department of Publi 
i 


Works — Cante accuses city officials 
of confiscating the two suitcases 

= = 0 - | E N 0 T C i M LI C i they’d hidden in a bush. Eventu- 

5 wa ally they hooked up with outreach 

workers at the Larkin Street Youth 
Services and the LGBT youth organi- 
zation Lyric, who steered them into 
subsidized housing. It was only then 
that Cante launched his group, Nega- 
tive Pozitivity, as a vehicle to >> p12 
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meet people who either had AIDS or 
saw themselves as allies. 

Members don't have to disclose 
their HIV status, he says, though part 
of the point is to remove the shame 
around the disease. To that end, 
Cante posts his HIV test results to the 
group's private website each month. 
He says five other members have 
followed suit. 

“I gotta practice what I preach,” he 
says. “I talk a lot of trash, so they hold 
me to it.” 

Cante’s conflicting feelings about 
AIDS in some ways mirror American 
society's own. Initially, he saw it as a 
scourge. Then his anxieties gave way 
to compassion, which compelled him 
to reach out to others. Fear forced 
a sort of camaraderie and became 
a motivation to adopt healthier 
practices. 

But fear doesn’t work the way it 
used to. 


This city may be the birthplace of 
the AIDS movement, and it may be at 
the forefront of AIDS prevention — in 
October, San Francisco supervisors 
earmarked $300,000 to educate the 
public on new medicines — but 
residents don't have a unified view of 
the disease. Attitudes vary from the 
Sunset to the Castro to the Bayview, 
HIV-positive activist Parker Trewin 
says. San Francisco is only as liberal as 
the neighborhood you live in.” 

Perspectives on AIDS are indeed 
changing as the disease shifts from 
death sentence to treatable illness to 
preventable condition. New advances 
in antiretroviral medicine allow 
people with HIV to live normal lives 
and maintain undetectable levels 
of the virus in their cells. Many 
doctors say that now diabetes is more 
debilitating. 

Yet, while Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention data shows 
the epidemic abating overall, it also 
suggests that in some demographics 
— young gay and bisexual men and 
men of color in particular — infection 
rates are getting worse. That’s a 
confounding paradox that’s so far 
eluded experts. Some believe that 
we're victims of our own success, that 
because AIDS no longer engenders 
the fear of death, people are less 
inclined to get tested regularly or 
wear condoms. Still others believe 
that a constellation of factors, 
including lack of health care access, 
cultural hangups, denial, and, yes, 
fear, have made certain communities 
more vulnerable. Meanwhile, some 
doctors eschew new prevention drugs, 
thinking they’ll cause people to be 
too cavalier; patients who buy into 
these moral arguments won't seek 
treatment on their own. Many don’t 
even know what medical technologies 
are available. 

AIDS panic once galvanized us, fu- 
eling walkathons and bikeathons, and 
inspiring high school administrators 
to place condom baskets in student 
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bathrooms. Now this fear is working 
in a different way, and it’s as unset- 
tling as what came before. 


In 1982, NBC News ran a science 
segment on a rare form of cancer, appar- 
ently triggered by the homosexual “life- 
style.” “Researchers know of 413 people 


who have contracted the condition in the 


past year,” NBC science correspondent 
Robert Bazell reported. “One third have 
died, and none have been cured.” 

“Investigators have examined the 
habits of homosexuals for clues,” Ba- 
zell said, adding that American society 
might be witnessing a new, deadly, 
sexually transmitted disease. 

Over the following months, news 


reports showed interviews with ho- 
mosexuals who'd been forced from 
their jobs, San Francisco police who'd 
been issued masks “in case they had 
to resuscitate victims,” a Wall Street 
banker and former drug addict who'd 
been quarantined from his family, and 
prison inmates in New York who’ all 
contracted the infection, now called 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV). Doctors at New York’s Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine were 
having to disabuse their colleagues 

of rumors that HIV and its resultant 
disease, Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS), could be contracted 
via skin-to-skin contact or contami- 
nated air. Gay men who'd gotten the 
disease were asked, on prime-time 
news, whether or not they regretted 
being gay. AIDS victims were evicted 
by their landlords, shunned from their 
churches, and ostracized by their doc- 
tors. Children who caught the virus 
were kicked out of school. Ambulance 
drivers and hospital workers refused 
to take care of AIDS patients. Activists 


in the LGBT community accused the 
federal government of neglecting to 
fund AIDS research because it was con- 
sidered a gay disease. 

“It was horrifying,” prominent San 
Francisco AIDS doctor and epidemiol- 
ogist Robert Grant recalls, adding that 
when he began studying the disease 
as a UC Berkeley graduate student in 
1984, health workers were floating a 
raft of conflicting theories about its 
provenance. “We had the sense that 
it was infectious,” he says, “but there 
were also theories that it was due to 
anal sex, the use of poppers, or intes- 
tinal infections.” Up until the 1990s, 
people still clung to the myth that 
AIDS was spread by mosquitoes in 


Africa. Grant had to fend off increas- 
ingly fantastical notions, even as he 
struggled to understand the virus from 
a scientific perspective. 

“T think the human imagination 
fills in the gaps whenever you don’t 
know something,” he says. “It’s as if 
humanity needs a disease to pin all its 
fears on.” 

Disease panic has been one of so- 
ciety’s most persistent tropes: Illness 
phobia begets xenophobia; an unex- 
plained disease creates an Other. 

Throughout the early 20th century, 
Americans pinned many of their anx- 
ieties on cancer, Grant says, citing a 
theory promulgated by Susan Sontag 
in her 1978 book Illness as Metaphor. 
Cancer then was considered a reflec- 
tion of the patient’s moral failing, 
rather than a biological process. That 
stigma slowly disappeared after the 
1960s and 1970s, when medical ad- 
vancements showed that cancer could 
be diagnosed and treated. A couple of 
decades later, Grant says, AIDS became 
the new plague. 
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As AIDS became more comprehen- 
sible and manageable, though, the 
scare rhetoric shifted to subsequent 
pandemics: SARS in 2003, avian flu in 
2006, and Ebola in 2014. Each came 
with a similar narrative: A strange 
foreign agent corrupts the body before 
modern medicine can step in. Out- 
breaks are, in Grant’s words, a “fine 
foil’ for our fear of the unknown. 


But panic has an upside. 

Grant offers an analogy from the 
animal kingdom: Imagine a herd of 
wildebeests migrating through the 
Serengeti, and one of them spots a 
lion skulking in the brush. He sounds 
the alarm, and there’s a stampede. The 





Mike Koozmin 


Adam Zeboski gained social media 
fame after reclaiming the term 
“Truvada Whore.” 


lion gives chase and kills a straggler, 
which incites the others to run faster. 

“What’s amazing is that group 
panic is helpful,” Grant says. “The vast 
majority of wildebeests survive.” 

So too with the hysteria around 
HIV in the 1980s and ’90s, when the 
virus was still a death sentence. In 
many ways it was productive, Grant 
says. It instilled the kind of anxiety 
that previous generations had about 
unwanted pregnancy, allowing high 
school sex ed teachers to promote 
condoms. It turned AIDS into a po- 
litical cause, inspiring groups like 
the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power 
(ACT UP), whose members chained 
themselves to a banister in the New 
York Stock Exchange in 1989 to 
protest the high price of AZT — at 
that time the only antiretroviral 
drug available for AIDS patients. It 
launched a safe-sex movement that 


stemmed the tide of new infections, 
and it encouraged solidarity within 
the gay community. The period of ab- 
ject fear led to a period of compassion 
for AIDS victims; the virus became a 
cause celebre. 

“Let’s not forget that in the ’80s 
we had a president who wouldn’t even 
mention HIV in the news, because he 
thought it was attacking some other 
group [gays and intravaneous drug 
users| that he didn’t need to care 
about,” Grant says. Not for nothing 
did ACT UP adopt a pink triangle logo 
(modeled after the inverted triangle 
badge the Nazis forced gay men to 
wear during the 1930s) with the slo- 
gan “Silence = Death.” 

Fast-forward 30 years, Grant 
continues, and we're no longer doing 
emergency triage: HIV isn’t curable, 
but it’s treatable. 

Parker Trewin — whose most 
searing memory of the AIDS epidemic 
was seeing a boyfriend’s roommate 
tethered to an IV drip, with two 
months to live — says the stakes are 
wildly different now. Now 54, Trewin 
tested positive in 2003, but the virus 
is now undetectable in his blood; 
he only has to take two antiretrovi- 
ral drugs per day to control it. Not 
to mention that many people who 
might have been at risk in the past 
can now stave off the virus entirely 
with Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
drugs, the AIDS equivalent of a birth 
control bill. 


Supervisor David Campos stood on 
the steps of City Hall on a foggy morning 
in September, flanked by a motley reti- 
nue. Fellow Supervisor Scott Wiener 
towered over him at the dais, while a 
small army of activists dangled pink 
signs with slogans like “Access = Health,” 
and “Where my PrEPsters at?” Among 
them was Eric Leue, the reigning Mr. 
Leather of Los Angeles, his burly frame 
swaddled by an electric blue shirt and 
“Mr. Leather” sash. Opposite Leue stood 
Adam Zeboski, the AIDS Foundation 
test counselor who recently gained social 
media fame as a self-proclaimed “Tru- 
vada Whore” of San Francisco — “Tru- 
vada” being the generic brand name for 
the AIDS prevention drug PrEP, “whore” 
being a swipe at the drug’s detractors. 

To Campos, PrEP could be the mir- 
acle drug that quashes HIV for good, 
in a city that has long been a symbol of 
the epidemic. He'd called this rally to 
drum up support for legislation that 
would allocate $800,000 to a city co- 
pay program for residents who can't 
afford the drug, and to hire “health 
navigators” who could help people get 
approval from their insurance carriers. 
The bill passed in October, although su- 
pervisors voted to eliminate the co-pay 
program and allocate only $301,600 for 
the navigators. 

Still, Campos and Wiener see it 
as a step in the right direction. By all 
appearances, the epidemic should end 
here. Yet it doesn’t. 

“The view in the mainstream is 
that somehow the HIV epidemic is 
over, Wiener told the crowd »>>p14 
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Viral Panic from p12 


at City Hall. “I’m sick of meeting peo- 
ple who are 18, 19, 21 years old who 
are positive.” The day before the rally, 
Wiener came clean about his own Tru- 
vada regimen in a blog published on 
Huffington Post, called “Coming Out 
of the PrEP Closet.” We have a power- 
ful tool in our hands, Wiener writes, 
arguing that PrEP could end the spread 
of HIV if it had enough political will 
behind it. Right now, the drug’s cost, 
combined with the misconception 

that it will promote reckless behavior, 
has prevented it from being widely 
available. It’s one of many services that 
aren't reaching the people who need 
them most, Wiener says. 


Between 2008 and 2010, CDC re- 
searchers saw a 15 percent decrease na- 
tionally in new HIV infections among 
heterosexuals, and a 22 percent de- 
crease among injection drug users. 

At the same time, though, infection 
rates for gay and bisexual men rose by 
12 percent. According to CDC senior 
adviser Richard Wolitski, that increase 
was driven primarily by younger pop- 
ulations: LGBT men between the ages 
of 13 and 24 saw a 22 percent spike 
in infections. HIV also appears to be 
rising in communities of black gay and 
bisexual men who, per CDC surveys, 
are especially unlikely to know their 
HIV status. “So not only will they not 
get access to medical care,” Wolitski 
says, they’ll unknowingly transmit 
the disease to others.” 

More troubling, yet, is data indi- 
cating that HIV treatment is reaching 
only a fraction of the people who need 
it. In 2010, fewer than half of gay and 
bisexual men diagnosed with HIV 
nationally were receiving antiretrovi- 
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ral therapy, which would lower their 
chances of spreading the virus. That 
could be a matter of health care costs, 
or inadequate services, Wolitski says, 
though he also doesn’t discount psy- 
chological hangups. Surveys that the 
CDC conducted in 20 U.S. cities be- 
tween 2005 and 2011 show that many 
gay and bisexual men aren't following 
the Centers’ recommendation to get 
tested at least once a year. Some peo- 
ple might feel healthy and mistakenly 
believe they don’t need medical care, 
Wolitski says. Many simply don’t want 
their lives being defined by a single 
laboratory test. 

And younger men aren't routinely 
using condoms, either. Rates of rec- 
tal gonorrhea and syphilis have also 
risen in recent years and, according 
to Grant, only one-sixth of gay and bi- 
sexual men report using condoms on 
a regular basis. He suspects the ratio 
is even lower for heterosexuals. 

That’s led analysts to develop 
two competing theories. One is that 
Americans have been so paralyzed 
by the AIDS terror of the last three 
decades that it’s kept them from 
acting rationally — Grant and others 
call this “AIDS survivor syndrome.” 
The other is that they’re simply not 
terrified enough. 


Zach Murray might count himself 
among the survivor syndrome victims. 
The 25-year-old Baltimore native says 
he was “outed” as a bisexual while study- 
ing at Cornell University. That revela- 
tion spurred a rumor that Murray was 
HIV-positive. With no corroborating ev- 
idence, he just assumed it was true. 

“T literally sat there for five years 
waiting for an emergency,” he says, 
“for the thing that would force me to 
find out.” 





Mike Koozmin 


UCSF epidemiologist Robert 
Grant is bullish about making 
PrEP available to everyone. 


Murray, who is African-American, 
says he didn’t have a ton of black 
gay or bisexual role models to look 
to, growing up in Baltimore. There 
wasn't a Scott Wiener or Bevan Dufty 
analogue to represent the city’s Af- 
rican-American community, he says, 
and there wasn’t the same ferment 
of AIDS activism that exists in San 
Francisco. Coming out — or testing 
positive — meant risking alienation, 
he explains: “In some communities, 
[it’s] a different experience. Some- 
times there’s a social death that comes 
before the diagnosis.” 

Murray began coming to terms 
with his sexuality around the time he 
moved to San Francisco in 2013. He 
found a black doctor who specializes 
in HIV, and who he hoped would em- 
pathize with a young, closeted man 
of color. Murray finally got tested this 
year, and found out he was negative. 

“T was just stunned,” he says. “I 
thought I was living with HIV, and it 
turned out the battle was completely 
inside my head.” 

Still, the fear that incapacitated 
him for so long could also have killed 
him. 

Researchers at the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention believe 
that fear may in fact be to blame fora 
recent surge in infections, particularly 
among Murray’s peers. 

“More than anything, people are 
afraid of being socially isolated,” Grant 
says. ‘Imagine if you have a group 
of friends who aren’t infected with 
HIV, and you become infected. ... That 
may mean losing your friends. Or it 
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may mean they become the ‘I-hope- 
everything’s-going-well-and-I-feel-so- 
bad-for-you’ kind of friends, which is 
horrifying.” 

It may also mean only dating other 
HIV-infected people — a phenome- 
non that the late AIDS researcher Jeff 
McConnell called “viral apartheid.” To 
avoid being shunted into an HIV ghet- 
to, a lot of people won't reveal their 
status, or be vague about when they 
had their last test, Grant says. And 
that’s dicey. 

The thing about the wildebeests, 
he adds, is that they go back to their 
old life as soon as the chase is over — 
they’re not haunted by the specter of 
another lion coming around. Humans, 
in contrast, have long memories, 
unable to forget the trauma of being 
chased by the AIDS virus. Long-term 
fear calcified as PTSD — the “survivor 
syndrome’ that Grant describes. It 
prevents people from getting tested for 
fear that they'll be ostracized if the re- 
sults come back positive. Fear becomes 
its own strange epidemic. 


Yet it’s perhaps also dangerous to 
have no direct relationship to that fear. 
Adam Zeboski, a 26-year-old test 
counselor at the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation, blames surging infec- 
tions on a generational rift. “Younger 
folks never experienced the trauma of 
losing huge numbers of friends and 
loved ones during the ’80s and ’90s,” 
he writes in an email. “For the young- 
er generation, HIV prevention may sit 
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on the back-burner, as they deal with 
more pressing issues as finding a job, 
housing, and simply trying to get by.” 

But Grant also blames the George 
W. Bush administration for de-em- 
phasizing condoms on a national level 
and claiming that abstinence and mo- 
nogamy were better choices. Condoms 
are still touted in high school sex 
education programs, but not with the 
same fervor of the early 90s. “[They] 
went from being a mainstay of pre- 
vention to being a backup of a backup 
plan,” Grant notes. 

Because AIDS is a sexually trans- 
mitted disease specifically associated 
with gay men, it’s always had a moral 
aspect. Advances in medical technol- 
ogy haven't destroyed notions that 
the virus is some kind of punishment; 
meanwhile, abstinence movements 
have turned back the clock on years of 
safe-sex messaging. 

That could also be what’s raising 
infection rates, Grant says. Denying 
the existence of the lion doesn’t keep 
it at bay. 


Had PrEP emerged in the 1980s or 
90s, it would have gotten a different 
reception, says Neil Giuliano, CEO of 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. “If 
someone would have told us 25 or 50 
years ago that you could take one pilla 
day, and it would protect you from HIV, 
there would have been lines around the 
block,” he adds. 

Yet now that the pill exists, it’s 
not getting the notice it perhaps de- 





serves. People have to be reminded 
that AIDS is a disease they don’t want 
to get, Giuliano says. Some have even 
expressed reservations about the 
drug, or condemned it with moral 
platitudes. Doctors who might have 
once thought of PrEP as a necessary 
tool now view it as a luxury item — 
or worse, a means for permitting 
wayward lifestyles. 

But Americans have a long history 
of conflating prevention with promis- 
cuity. When birth control pills were 
first approved for in 1960, they were 
only prescribed to married women, 
on the assumption that their unmar- 
ried counterparts might seize the 
opportunity to have sex out of wed- 
lock. Similar notions have stymied 
the vaccine for human papillomavirus 
(HPV), which is failing to reach its in- 
tended demographic. Recent national 
CDC data shows that only 37.6 per- 
cent of girls ages 13-17 received the 
recommended three doses of the HPV 
vaccine, despite legislative efforts to 
endorse it. 

Detractors of PrEP are trotting 
out the same arguments, contending 
that people will have more sex, and 
use fewer condoms, if they’re given 
a pill that inoculates them from the 
HIV virus. AIDS Healthcare Founda- 
tion leader Michael Weinstein said as 
much in an April interview with the 
Associated Press, in which he dubbed 
PrEP a “party drug.” 

Many health care providers harbor 
those stereotypes too, Grant says. 


He remembers one patient complain- 
ing about a doctor who wouldn't 
prescribe PrEP because it was too 
expensive; other doctors simply insist 
that condoms are better. In another 
case, a patient who asked for PrEP 
was advised to lose weight instead, 
so that he could wind up “in a loving 
relationship.” Grant’s colleague, Bay 
Area Perinatal AIDS Center director 
Shannon Weber, knew a woman who 
requested PrEP in order to havea 
baby with her HIV-positive partner 
and was offered Xanax instead — be- 
cause having an HIV-positive partner 
must be “soooo stressful.” 

Grant is the protocol chair for the 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Initiative 
(iPrEx) clinical trial, a study to prove 
the efficacy of PrEP, in 11 countries. 
He’s also working to develop a form 
of PrEP that can be taken every three 
months, instead of every day. He’s 
bullish about making the drug avail- 
able to everyone, and adamant that 
it won't cause users to become more 
cavalier about their sex lives. 

“People want to think of human 
behavior as being very rational,” Grant 
says. But economic behavior is irratio- 
nal, so why are we assuming that sexu- 
al behavior is going to be rational?” 

He believes a drug that empha- 
sizes planning, and forces people to 
consider their future behavior, will 
in fact promote safe sex rather than 
discourage it. 

But Grant and other PrEP advo- 
cates have trouble conveying that 
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message, even to the people who 
need it most. Zeboski, who is out- 
spoken about using the drug himself 
(he’s taken it for two years) says 

that many LGBT people believe it’s a 
product for “older, privileged, white 
gay men.” Zeboski has made a valiant 
effort to fight this misconception, 
but he can already see its effects: The 
privileged-white-man stereotype, 
coupled with the high cost of PrEP, 
might be what’s concentrating new 
HIV infections among lower-income 
black and Latino men in San Francis- 
co, he surmises. 


San Francisco defies national trends 
in that infection rates here are decreas- 
ing overall, including in populations of 
men who have sex with men. Testing 
and treatment rates are increasing, as is 
the distribution of antiretroviral drugs, 
says Susan Buchbinder, director of the 
Bridge HIV program at San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. 

Yet, even in a city with a much 
sunnier outlook, HIV rates still mani- 
fest unevenly. 

Of the 359 new HIV diagnoses 
reported in San Francisco in 2013, 

44 (12 percent) came from Afri- 
can-American patients and 88 (24 
percent) came from Latinos. That 
means both groups comprise a much 
larger portion of the infected popula- 
tion than of the city’s general popu- 
lation; according to census data, the 
city is 6 percent African-American 
and 15.3 percent Latino. »> p16 
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Viral Panic from p15 


That pattern preoccupies health 
workers like Eva Kersey, the assistant 
manager of HIV testing services at 
Larkin Street Youth Services. “There’s 
a lot of talk about this increase [in 
infections] being mostly in communi- 
ties of color,” she says, attributing the 
disparity to lack of health care access 
and educational resources, but also to 
cultural perceptions. Many men who 
sleep with other men don't identify 
themselves as gay or bisexual, and 
don’t want to be associated with the 
AIDS virus; to Murray, that’s particu- 
larly true in black and Latino commu- 
nities, where the stakes of coming out 
are much higher. (Health-care provid- 
ers have tried to help with nomencla- 
ture, lumping all “men who have sex 
with men” into an all-encompassing 
“MSM” category.) 

Forty-five-year-old San Francisco 
resident Gabriel Rocha-Zendejas con- 
curs, saying that when he contracted 
AIDS as a teenager in Mexico City, he 
assumed it was punishment for being 
gay. ‘I remember being 16 and aware 
I was HIV-positive, and keeping it 
from my family for many years,’ Rocha 
says. “The last thing you want is to be 
rejected.” Rocha-Zendejas was eventu- 
ally granted asylum in the U.S., after 
being kidnapped and raped in what he 
thought was a reprisal orchestrated by 
a family member. 

Murray says, similarly, that his own 
coming out was a long and drawn-out 
process — no big Facebook status 
update, no dramatic announcement 
at a family gathering. He believes it’s 
common for African-American men to 
preserve social ties by staying in the 
closet, but that a medical worker from 
a different social background might 
find it befuddling. “One of our blind 
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spots is understanding the cultural 
context of sexuality,” he explains. 

In the early 1980s, it was seen as 
punishment for homosexuality or 
drug use; even this summer, Parker 
Trewin says he encountered angry 
protesters at a Pride Parade in L.A. 
shouting “God Hates Fags” into their 
megaphones. San Francisco, for all 
its progressive street cred, is stilla 
“complex patchwork of tolerances,” 
Trewin adds. It’ll take more than a 
great leap in medical technology to 
reach all of them. 


Months before moving to San Fran- 
cisco, when he was still lurching from 
one tenuous housing situation to an- 
other, Declan Cante returned to his 
youth shelter in New York and slammed 
his negative HIV test results down ona 
table. He says his former roommates 
were dumbfounded. 

“Isn’t it horrible?” he asks, remem- 
bering his embarrassment and urgen- 
cy to set the record straight. “That’s 
how much I cared.” 

Today Cante lives in a single-room 
apartment on Fifth and Folsom 
streets, in a large stucco building run 
by San Francisco’s Community Hous- 
ing Partnership. He shares the room 
with a large brown dog; his boyfriend, 
Mootry, lives down the hall. Cante 
works the graveyard shift at CHP’s 
Tenderloin office, but says he’d even- 
tually like to run his own nonprofit. 
He started taking PrEP a year anda 
half ago as part of a clinical study in 
New York, and has kept up the pill-a- 
day regimen every since. 

Cante finds the drug enabling, but 
he can see why many of his peers are 
wary. If you take it, you might be 
perceived as overly sexually active. 

Or gay or bisexual. Or HIV-positive,” 
he says, explaining that some people 





Santiago Mejia 


Zachary Murray avoided getting 
tested for five years, thinking he 
was already HIV-positive. 


still misconstrue “HIV prevention” for 
“AIDS treatment.” 

He’s unfamiliar with the miscon- 
ception of PrEP being a gay white 
men’s luxury item, but says he can 
see where it came from. The drug still 
suffers from a dearth of promotion 
to African-Americans and Latinos, he 
says, and it’s still fraught with cultural 
baggage. Some of Cante’s friends take 
it in secret. “That stigma just sticks 
around,’ he says. 

Yet the problem isn’t just secrecy 
around a pill regimen; it’s that all these 
strain strains of fear, complacency, 
and lack of access have compounded to 
keep people away from treatment, pro- 
ducing a surge of infections at a time 
when AIDS should be going away. 

Perhaps Campos’ new platoon of 
health navigators will help. Or maybe 
Grant and his colleagues can counter 
the stigma with a compelling sales 
pitch: A representative from the toy 
manufacturer Mattel appeared at 
a recent PrEP symposium in Santa 
Monica to coach doctors on positive 
messaging, the idea being that PrEP 
could borrow its marketing strategy 
from Barbie. 

In the meantime, the AIDS Health- 
care Foundation — whose founder 
dismissed preventative AIDS medicine 
as a party drug — has launched its own 
campaign to combat rising rates of 
syphilis, owing, presumably, to lax con- 
dom use. To promote the effort, AHF 
has plastered BART trains with ads fea- 
turing a “Syphilis Explosion” headline 
over a picture of an erupting volcano. 

Evidently panic is upon us, again. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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Thu 12/18 | Science 


RAISING ALARM 
OVER RISING SEAS 


The California shoreline has been shift- 
ing for thousands of years, but there’s no 
denying that rapid melting of glaciers is 
going to change things dramatically over 
the next generation. Visit CA.gov and 
you ll find an interactive Sea Level Rise 
Viewer. By 2100, San Francisco Bay is ex- 
pected to rise between 3 and 6 feet; it’s 
estimated that 220,000 people would be 
seriously impacted after only a 3.28-foot 
rise. Facing this eventuality with open 
eyes and bright minds is the only way 
forward. Rising Waters: The Chang- 
ing Shoreline of San Francisco 
Bay is aseries of public talks that brings 
together water-management specialists, 
scientists, historians, and more to ex- 
plore how city-planning must acclimate; 
how conventional infrastructure like sea- 
walls and landfill can be augmented by 
oyster reefs and wetlands restoration; 
and how history, economics, and politics 
are shaping our current approach. 

Rising Waters starts at 6 p.m. at the 
Exploratorium, Pier 15, S.F. Free with 
RSVP; 528-4444 or exploratorium.edu. 
Silke Tudor 


Fri12/19 | Cinema 


CAVALCADE OF 
COPPOLAS AT THE ROXIE 


We all love the Roxie without fully un- 
derstanding its cultural significance. 
Opened in 1909, the small theater un- 
derwent quite a few personality changes 
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before becoming the Roxie in 1932, but 
its run remains the world’s second-lon- 
gest for a movie theater (the porn era 
counts). As a theater and an institution, 
the Roxie matters. And, despite its non- 
profit status, it’s in trouble. In deep ap- 
preciation of the theater’s history and 
mission, one of cinema’s royal families 
has offered its support. A Coppola 
Family Affair is a weekendlong bene- 
fit that includes films directed and pro- 
duced by the Coppolas — Francis Ford’s 
Apocalypse Now, Eleanor’s Hearts of 
Darkness, Sofia’s The Virgin Suicides, Ro- 
man’s A Glimpse Inside the Mind of 
Charles Swan III, and Gia’s Palo Alto — 
with amazing guest appearances before 
each screening. The fete opens with 
Academy Award-winning sound de- 
signer Richard Beggs, the man whose 
“ghost helicopter” will forever be the 
sound of war for movie fans, and closes 
with Gia Coppola and James Franco. 

A Coppola Family Affair starts at 
5:30 p.m. and runs through Sunday at 
the Roxie, 3117 16th St., S.F. $10-$50; 
863-1087 or roxie.com. ST 


Dance 


AN AUGUST TIME WARP 


Do you remember where you were, what 
you were doing, and who you were do- 
ing it with on a random day four 
months ago? With the leaves colored 
and crackling on the ground, the bright 
days of summer seem distant. Gone 
with them are the sweet fever of care- 
free holiday romance and the dizzying 
pleasures of seaside play. For an ex- 
tended exercise in nostalgia, join play- 
wright and performer Tiva Lee Samaru 
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as she relives every day of August in her 
one-woman show, August in Decem- 
ber, at KUNST-STOFF arts. Exploring 
themes of “indisposition, womanhood, 
love, repetition, purpose, and freedom,” 
Samaru serenades you in the style of 
old-time musical theater and dances 
with the power of Martha Graham’s 
Greek furies, all to carry you along on 
the tide of the past. 

Tiva Lee Samaru presents August 
in December at 8 p.m.; the show runs 
through Saturday at KUNST-STOFF 
arts, 1 Grove St., S.F. $12-$14; tivasa- 
maru.com. Irene Hsiao 


Sat 12/20 | Theater 


ONE WOMAN'S TRASH... 


Twenty years ago, performer Chicken 
John Rinaldi found a discarded scrap- 
book while rummaging around a dump- 
ster, and it caught his attention. Why? It 
had apparently belonged to a young 
woman, Margaret, who documented her 
life in haunting poetry and photographs. 
The touching tales in Margaret’s journal 
inspired Rinaldi, with accordion trouba- 
dour Jason Webley, to curate Margaret, 
a show and an album of original music 
based on the woman’ life, or at least 
what remained of her life, within the 
scrapbook’s pages. To celebrate the re- 
lease of the album, the show’s creators 
are bringing it to San Francisco, where 
the scrapbook was originally discovered. 
(Read more about the show on page 49.) 
Margaret, presented by the San 
Francisco Institute of Possibility, starts 
at 7 p.m. at the Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St., S.F. $20; 621-6350 or cas- 
trotheatre.com. Emilie Mutert 
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Pa RT LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Jet Martinez & Chor Boogie: Balance: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 3. 111 
Minna, San Francisco, 974-1719, 111minnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Bask & Tes One: Side By Side: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, San Francisco, 
861-5089, lamsf.com. 

385 26th Street Studio. Kyle Milligan: Crudité: 
Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. kylemilligan. 
com. 385 26th St., Oakland. 

a.Muse Gallery. Victoria Wagner & Alex Garcia: Form 
& Content: Through Jan. 10, 2015. 614 Alabama, San 
Francisco, 279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Anonymously Altered Again: Through 
Jan. 2, 2015. 3130 24th St., San Francisco, 864-3936, 
adobebooks.com. 

Alter Space. Matthew Gottschalk: This ls Where Home 
Is: New work in sculpture and video. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1158 Howard, San 
Francisco, 735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Suhas Bhujbal: Journey: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Dec. 19. 545 
Fourth St., San Francisco, 495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Art Attack SF. Matthew Robertson: Rooms: Tues- 
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days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 5. 2272A 
Hyde, San Francisco, 814-3136, artattacksf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Tales of the Uncanny: Group show 
featuring the work of Marc Burckhardt, Sandra Yagi, 
Hanna Faith Yata, and Mila Sketch. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 31. 210 Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, 926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: 
Inthe Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 
510-981-2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Keira Kotler: | Look for Light: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Rex Yuasa: Nascent: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 788-1050, 
briangrossfineart.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Cindy Steiler & Amber Jean Young: 
Vestiges: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 11. 3344 24th St., San Francisco, 800- 
7319, campfiregallery.com. 

The Cannery. Kaixin Yu: Beauty Lost Identity: Through 
Dec. 28. Fongze Huo: Transformative Connections: 
Through Dec. 28. Isabel Gonzales: The Medium Is the 
Message: Through Dec. 28. Nathan Nash: Neglected 
Spaces: Through Dec. 28. 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 771-3112, thecannery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. LigoranoReese: I|AMI: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. Wanxin 
Zhang: Totem: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 399-1439, 
cclarkgallery.com. 

Chandler Fine Art. Susumu Takashima: New Drawings: 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 30.170 
Minna, San Francisco, 546-1113, chandlersf.com. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Summer Mei 
Ling Lee: Into the Nearness of Distance: Exquisite 
Corpse-style interactive video installation made 
in collaboration with Karen Leslie Ficke and Adam 
Hathaway. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 20. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
986-1822, c-c-C.org. 

City Limits. Making Space: Flat Files Program Launch: 
Group show featuring Sarah Hotchkiss, Mary Anne 
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Thu 12/18 | Dance 


SHUTTING THE GARAGE DOOR 


Eight years have passed since The Garage, founded and directed by Joe Landini, 
opened at 975 Howard St. as a testing ground for new work by emerging choreog- 
raphers and queer performance artists. Weathering economic woes, inhospitable 
neighbors, and a move to Bryant Street, The Garage is a symbol of the indepen- 
dent spirit of the city. Shifting economic winds have blown Landini’s SAFEhouse 
for the Performing Arts (SAFE stands for Saving Art from Extinction) to a new lo- 
cation and new life on Market Street, and The Garage will close for good on Sun- 
day. Witness the passing of an era with the last choreographer sponsored by The 
Garage’s Resident Artist Workshop, Khala Brannigan, whose The Mountain in 
Mé celebrates ferocity, fearlessness, and freedom, with spoken-word poetry by 


Katya Bitar. 


Resident Artist Workshop presents Khala Brannigan’s The Mountain in Me at 
8 p.m. at The Garage, 715 Bryant St., S.E $10-$20; 715bryant.org. Irene Hsiao 


Kluth, David Lasley, Jodie Mack, Sam Mell, and John 
Zane Zappas. Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. David Pace: Market Day: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 49 Geary, 
San Francisco, 680-5997, cordenpottsgallery.com. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The 
Gorgeous Nothings: New abstract paintings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 210 Post, 
San Francisco, 956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 
501 Dolores, San Francisco, 621-2936, dolore- 
sparkcafe.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets - The 
Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 932- 
9302, thedryansky.com. 


Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Paul Wackers: New Works: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
20. 1295 Alabama, San Francisco, 867-7770, elea- 
norharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: SPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & BLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate 
White. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 80 Fresno, San 
Francisco, 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 16. 
620 Kearny, San Francisco, 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Joey Enos & Tamra Seal: New 
California Sculpture: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Con- 


tinues through Dec. 19. 441 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
796-3676, evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniver- 
sary Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, San Francisco, 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 
Third St., San Francisco, 626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Jerome Caja: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 20. Robert Stone: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
14 Geary, San Francisco, 433-2710, gallerypaule- 
anglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Helen Rebekah Garber: Num- 
bers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
20. Eva Schlegel: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 161 Jessie, San Francisco, 346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. 2-Year Anniversary Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. 1040 Larkin, San Francisco, 
590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Michael Voss: Selected Paint- 
ings: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. 315 Potrero, San Francisco, 703-4400, 
georgelawsongallery.com. 

Glass Key Photo. San Francisco Found II: Photographs 
printed from vintage Kodachrome slides originally 
shot in San Francisco from 1945-65. Through Jan. 
6, 2015. 442 Haight, San Francisco, 829-9946, 
glasskeyphoto.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Don Voisine & Cary Smith: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
49 Geary, San Francisco, 296-9661, gregorylind- 
gallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Binh Danh: This, Then, Is San Francisco: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Free. Kota Ezawa: The Aesthetics of Silence: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 49 
Geary, San Francisco, 397-8114, hainesgallery.com. 
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Tuition-Free 


Public Charter High School 


Located in Bayview! 


¢ Safe, gated location at the Gloria R. 
Davis building 


¢ Onsite teachers with online courses 


¢ Transportation available to/from 
Glen Park BART Station 


san francisco | flex academy 


FLEXSF.ORG | 415.762.8804 


1195 HUDSON AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94124 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT MUSIC | DECEMBER17-23,2014 | 19 





ete) ant: medi =tecval Alam Fell: Be ay 


os . 





WED SAT 


12131-01103 


“A consummate entertainer whose 
band shares his single-minded mission 
to get audiences on their feet and 
leave them moved and grooved.” 

“ —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


Ring in the New Year with 


MACEO PARKER 





WED SAT 


01/08-11 


Wisdom Through Music 


PHAROAH SANDERS 









“Mystic, showman, preacher, 

musician—the bracing, 
immense sound of his tenor 
still commands attention.” 






The Voice of Now 


GREGORY PORTER IITA 


ma aremelaliitelalanarea 
voice of jazz.” 
—THE HUFFINGTON POST 


SFJAZZ Two-Year Anniversary Celebration 
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Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Photog- 
raphy: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 554-9522, harveymilk- 
photocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, San Francisco, 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Anniversary Salon Show: Featuring 
over 25 artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 31. 766 Valencia, San Francisco, 
inclinegallerysf.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Annie Kevans: Women and 
the History of Art: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 23. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 677-0770, 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Luggage Store Projects. t.w.five: Automaton X: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
31. 457 Haight, San Francisco, 255-5971, luggage- 
storegallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10x10" works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Ohlone Elders and Youth 
Speak: Restoring a California Legacy: Through Jan. 
4, 2015. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Todd Lanam: Back 
to Isla Vista: Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. 1 Sutter Ste. 300, San Francisco, 369-9404, 
wolfecontemporary.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Philippe Jestin: Pour Lines: 
Through Jan. 13, 2015. 342 Grant, San Francisco, 
394-0500, hoteltriton.com. 

Modern Eden. Second Annual “Wanderlust” Inter- 
national Exhibition: Group show of postcard-sized 
works featuring imaginary travel images by more 
than 50 artists. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. Catherine Moore: Girlhood Dreams 
& Darker Things: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. 801 Greenwich, San Francisco, 
956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, San Francisco, 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Gottfried Helnwein: Of Mice & Children: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 685 
Market, San Francisco, 541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Paolo Mejia. Elegies: Works in Abstraction: Group 
show featuring Anthony Anchundo, Jerry Frost, 
Alan Miguel Hall, Paolo Mejia, Ann Simms, and Matt 
Taylor. Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. 4343 
Third St., San Francisco, paolomejia.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1, 2015. Embarcadero at Mission, San 
Francisco, N/A. 

RayKo Photo Center. Vanessa Marsh & Jessica Skloven: 
New works by RayKo’s seasonal Artists-in-Residence 
(in the main gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. City College of San Francisco's 
Portfolio Class Exhibition: CCSF student photography 
showcase (in the side gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. 428 Third St., San Fran- 
cisco, 495-3773, raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. The 
Workers’ Show: Group exhibit spotlighting Build- 
ing REsources employee creations. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. 701 Amador, San Francisco, 285-7814, 
reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, San Francisco, 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San Francisco, 
781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 100 
Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Annual Holiday Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 27. 251 
Post, San Francisco, 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 
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CHIME OF ARTISTIC FREEDOM 


Margaret Jenkins Dance Company is celebrating another year of its Choreogra- 
phers in Mentorship Exchange (CHIME) program — which asks guest choreog- 
raphers to mentor San Francisco choreographers and create new work — witha 
free studio performance. This year’s CHIME Across Borders chair is Dana 
Reitz. With more than 40 years of experience in the field, Reitz has created 
works for dancers as diverse as Mikhail Baryshnikov and Sara Rudner. CHIME 
has paired Reitz, a skilled improviser and solo artist, with Isak Immanuel, Hope 
Mohr, and Raisa Punkki to create dialogues as each choreographer strives to 
push his or her own boundaries. In keeping with the spirit of CHIME, a discus- 


sion follows the showing. 


Margaret Jenkins Dance Company presents CHIME Across Borders at 
3:30 p.m. at Margaret Jenkins Dance Lab, 301 Eighth St., Suite 200, S.F. Free; 


mjdc.org. Irene Hsiao 


Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
28. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 788-4641, scottnich- 
olsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Vladimir Kanevsky: Im- 
provement Upon Perfection: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. 55 Geary, San Francisco, 
421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Michael Shindler with Help Each 
Other Out: Seeing Through - Stories About Cancer 
& Connection: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 24. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 
1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco, 487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
1600 Holloway, San Francisco, 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

Spare Change Artist Space. Private! Come in!: 
Privacy-themed art by COLL.EO, K.G. Greenstein, 
Harris David Harris, L.A. Art Collective, and Gordon 
Winiemko. Mondays, Fridays. Continues through Jan. 
2. 465 California St., San Francisco. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Chuck Sperry: Muses: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 816 Sutter, San 
Francisco, spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Chris Finley: The Cure for the 
Uncanny Valley: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. Olivia Mole: LOOSE-Y, Part |: THIS 
SHIT IS GOLD: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 2747 19th St., San Francisco, 263- 
3677, stevenwolffinearts.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by 
Rea de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine 
Woskow. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 24. 3681 Sacramento, San Francisco, 423-4345, 
vorresgallery.com. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Bianca Del Rio: Rolodex of Hate: With Sasha Soprano, 
Pippi Lovestocking, and Peaches Christ. Fri., Dec. 19, 
8 &10 p.m., $35-$100, comedyinthecastro.eventbrite. 
com. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato 
Green, Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved 
offices once again, now bringing their alternative 
comedy to Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 
7:30 p.m., $10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo 
offer comedians (and audiences) a chance to un- 
burden their minds at this regular night of stand-up. 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

Cobb's Holiday Comedy Bash: Starring Kabir “Ka- 
beezy” Singh. Sun., Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., $15. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928- 
4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Allstars: Featuring Mo Mandel, Miles K, and 
Bryan Yang. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Live S.F.: Sketch comedy. Sat., Dec. 20, 5 
p.m., $8-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, San 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
HISTORY OF THE KINGDOM 
OF SAUDI ARABIA 


FINAL WEEKS | ENDS JAN 18 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
www.asianart.org 


#RoadsofArabia ...one of the year’s 
iz = 55 
Roads of Arabia: Archaeology and History of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is im uU st a) Se ec ms | rt ex h i b i ts 
organized by the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution in association al 


with the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. ExxonMobil and Saudi Aramco are gratefully acknowledged as principal 
co-sponsors of the tour of Roads of Arabia in the United States. Sponsorship — SF Weekly 
saur-| (sxe) ©) 0) 20 (-10 Ml o\ am a= @)F-\V7-Va im © 10)0] ome lao Ml ma [ (0) mmm Oxo) ole) e-1i(0)a hmm Mal- Wm siel-)laved 
Company, Khalid Al Turki Group, and Saudi Basic Industries Corporation SABIC 


granted additional support. Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made 
possible with the generous support of Chevron Corporation, Saudi Aramco, 


The Akiko Yamazaki and Jerry Yang Fund for Excellence in Exhibitions and = Asian Art Museum WAGON Ele (iameyix-\-)! 
Presentations, ExxonMobil, and ATEL Capital Group. Media sponsors: ABC/, sian Chong-Moon Lee Center San Francisco. CA 94102 
SF Media Co., KQED, San Francisco magazine. fr nat ee ultie FRC e TT ae 
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Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Comedy Returns to EI Rio!: With Joe Klocek, Jabari 
Davis, Yuri Kagan, Lisa Geduldig, and special guests. 
Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m., $7-$20, koshercomedy.com. 
EI Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325, 
elriosf.com. 

Cynic Cave: Vince Caldera, Travis Clark, Krista Fatka, 
Ben Feldman, Drew Harmon, Brendan Lynch, Scott 
Simpson, and Jason Van Glass drop in to visit hosts 
George Chen and Kevin O'Shea for a few laughs. 
Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 


Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., 
free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649- 
6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Filipino Kingz Comedy Show: Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $18. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

For the People Comedy: Holiday Party: Featuring 
comedians Joey Guila & Kabir ““Kabeezy” Singh, plus 
music by DJ Franky Boissy. Wed., Dec. 17, 6 p.m., $10, 
bit.ly/forthepeopleHOL14. Hawthorn, 46 Geary, San 
Francisco, 693-9255, hawthornsf.com. 

Hand to Mouth: Jealousy: With Josef Anolin, Rachman 
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Blake, Michael Cella, Natasha Muse, and Kate Willett, 
plus a comic debate between Jesse Hett and Jules 
Posner. Fri., Dec. 19, 8:30 p.m., $10, handtomouth- 
comedy.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

I'll Leave You With This: Host Jane Harrison gets a 
birthday gift in the form of a stand-up show featuring 
Travis Clark, David Gborie, Jesse Hett, Matt Lieb, 
Lydia Popovich, Jules Posner, Jessica Sele, Aviva 
Siegel, Scott Simpson, Land Smith, and Richard 
Toomer. Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 
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Jeremy Wheat's Holiday Hubris: Mon., Dec. 22, 8:30 
p.m., free. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Jury Duty: It’s your civic responsibility to enjoy Fun 
Times with Friends. Fourth Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase featuring Kelly 
Pryce, Mike Capozzola, Samantha Gilweit, Andrew 
Roberts, and Josh Holub. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Live Crude Girls: Hosted by Molly Sanchez. First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Club 93, 
93 Ninth St., San Francisco, 621-6333. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, 
missionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moshe Kasher: Dec. 17-20, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Multi: A Very Multimedia Christmas: An audio-visual 
holiday mini-spectacular featuring comedians Caitlin 
Gill, George Chen, Drennon Davis, Jesse Elias, Trevor 
Hill, Sean Keane, Megan Koester, Clare O'Kane, and 
Kate Willett. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Paula Poundstone’s Fifth Annual Ha Ha Ho Ho 
Holiday Comedy Show: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $35- 
$53.65 advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
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onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Jamarr Johnson: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleon- 
ionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: With Drew Harmon, Jesse Hett, 
Matt Morales, Paul Simmons, and more. Wed., Dec. 
17, 8 p.m., $10, reallivecomedians.tumblr.com. Stage 
Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Matt Curry, Trevor Hill, 
Allison Mick, and Chris Riggins join Medicine Bug 
and Affirmative Action Heroes for a mix of music 
and merriment. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m., free before 
9:30 p.m. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Speechless: Unprepared PowerPoint presentations by 
professional jesters. Third Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$20, speechlesslive.com. Public Works, 
161 Erie, San Francisco, 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, San 
Francisco, 831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Sup Girl?: Learn a few good one-liners from comedians 
Natasha Muse, Mary Van Note, Jessica Sele, Cameron 
Vannini, Adrian McNair, and Cara Tramantino. Wed., 
Dec. 17, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/supgirlcomedy. 
The Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Tom Segura: Dec. 18-20, $18.50-$23.50. Cobb's Com- 
edy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

TV Repair: A Cantina Christmas: Kelly Anneken, 
Jason Dove, Ivan Hernandez, 0.J. Patterson, and 
Jeremy Wheat riff ona certain sci-fi holiday episode. 


Born to a simple Pennsylvania Quaker farming family, John Bartram is now re- 
membered as the father of American botany. Together with his son William Bar- 
tram, an exceptional artist and botanist, he explored the East Coast wilderness 
in the 18th century and gathered specimens that made him the envy of collec- 
tors worldwide. One admirer, George III, named him the king’s botanist for 
North America. William also earned royal titles: During his four-year journey 
through the South, he was dubbed Puc Puggy (The Flower Hunter) by a Semi- 
nole chieftain. His work, including unparalleled accounts of the American land- 
scape, was read by writers like Wordsworth and Coleridge. Carol Woodin, 
exhibitions director of the American Society of Botanical Artists, is presenting 
The Legacy of the Bartrams, a lecture exploring their impact on botany, 
horticulture, and art, in conjunction with “Following in the Bartrams’ Foot- 
steps.’ This is the only West Coast appearance of “Following,” an exquisite ex- 
hibit of 44 original artworks based on the Bartrams’ discoveries. 

The Legacy begins at 10 a.m. and the exhibit runs through Feb. 15 at the 
UC Botanical Garden of Berkeley, 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley. $10; (510) 
643-2755 or botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu. Silke Tudor 
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Wed., Dec. 17, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 

August in December: For an extended exercise in 
nostalgia, join playwright and performer Tiva Lee 
Samaru as she relives every day of August in her 
one-woman show. Samaru serenades you in the 
style of old-time musical theater and dances with 
the power of Martha Graham's Greek furies, all to 
carry you along on the tide of the past. Dec. 19-20, 
8 p.m., $12-$16, tivasamaru.com. Kunst-Stoff Arts, 
1 Grove, San Francisco, 777-0172, kunst-stoff.org. 

CHIME Across Borders: Margaret Jenkins Dance Com- 
pany celebrates another year of its Choreographers 
in Mentorship Exchange (CHIME) program with a 
free studio performance. This year’s program chair 
is Dana Reitz, who has paired with Isak Immanuel, 
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Hope Mohr, and Raisa Punkki to create dialogues as 
each choreographer strives to push his or her own 
boundaries. Thu., Dec. 18, 3:30 p.m., free. Margaret 
Jenkins Dance Lab, 301 Eighth St., San Francisco, 
861-3940, mjdc.org. 

Fiesta Navidad: Seasonal Spanish dance performances 
by Carolina Lugo and Carolé Acufia’s Ballet Flamenco. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 6:30 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $16-$21, carolinalugo.com. Pachamama 
Restaurant, 1630 Powell, San Francisco, 646-0018, 
pachamamacenter.org. 

Khala Brannigan: With the SAFEhouse for the Per- 
forming Arts relocating to 1 Grove St. in 2015, The 
Garage will close for good on Sunday, Dec. 21. Witness 
the passing of an era with the last choreographer 
sponsored by The Garage’s Resident Artist Work- 
shop, Khala Brannigan, whose The Mountain in Me 
celebrates ferocity, fearlessness, and freedom, with 
spoken-word poetry by Katya Blair. Dec. 17-18, 8 p.m., 
$10-$20. The Garage, 715 Bryant, San Francisco, 
885-4006, 715bryant.org. 
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Loco Bloco: 20 Years of Beats in the Streets: One 
of the city’s loudest cultural organizations brings 
its booming bateria crews, stilt walkers, and youth 
dancers indoors for a raucous two-night celebration 
of Brazilian rhythms. Dec. 19-20, 7 p.m., $5-$10, 
locobloco.org. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., 
San Francisco, 641-7657, brava.org. 

San Francisco Ballet: The Nutcracker: Starting 
on Christmas Eve 1944, the SFB has performed 
Nutcracker longer than anyone else in the nation, 
and artistic director Helgi Tomasson’s production 
— now in its 10th season — puts E.T.A. Hoffmann’s 
story about a girl who rescues a boy from the curse 
of a rodent queen into a painted lady house on the 
trolley-lined streets of San Francisco. Through Dec. 
24; Through Dec. 29, $29-$415, sfballet.org. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: 
Smuin’s holiday show includes traditional ballet as 
well as tap, swing, and other dance styles derived 
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from international holiday traditions. Thu., Dec. 18, 
8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 20, 2 & 8 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 21, 2 & 7 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 23, 2 & 8 p.m.; 
Wed., Dec. 24, 2 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 26, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 27, 2&8 p.m., $24-S67, smuinballet.org. Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 Howard, San 
Francisco, 495-6360, ybca.org. 


HOLIDAY 


14th Annual Holiday Whobilation Party: A Dicken- 
sian-style miser with a modern entrepreneurial 
attitude is visited by an entirely different set of 
ghosts — each representing a TV holiday special 
of the past — in this one-night-only satirical stage 
production followed by a burlesque-filled after party. 
Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $20+, bit.ly/whobilation. Great 
Star Theater, 630 Jackson, San Francisco, 793-9594. 

20 Sided Records Xmas Party: With One Hundred 
Percent, Couches, and Balms. Sun., Dec. 21,9 p.m., 
$3, facebook.com/twentysidedrecords. Amnesia, 
853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, amnesi- 
athebar.com. 

2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
Through Dec. 21, $10-$60, californiarevels.org. 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland, 925- 
798-1300, oakland-scottishrite.org. 

22nd Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Non-yuletide 
cheer featuring comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, San Francisco, 391-6666. 

44th Annual KPFA Crafts Fair: Dec. 20-21, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., $5-$10, kpfa.org/craftsfair. Craneway Pavilion, 
1414 Harbour Way S., Richmond, 510-215-6000, 
craneway.com. 

A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.'s latest adaptation of the 
Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter 
as miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Ken Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-S110. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
San Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

A Gospel Christmas with Kim Nalley: Sun., Dec. 21, 
7&9 p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, San 
Francisco, 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

A Holiday Cruise Aboard the San Francisco Spirit: 
With H.0.S.H., Anthony Mansfield, Johnnie Walker, 
Bob Campbell, Papa Lu, and Ali. Sun., Dec. 21,5 p.m., 
$50-$80. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco, 
788-8866, hornblower.com. 

A Peter White Christmas: Featuring Rick Braun and 
Mindi Abair. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 & 10 p.m., $39. Yoshi's 
Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238- 
9200, yoshis.com. 

A Very Jerry Christmas: With Melvin Seals & JGB. 
Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $20-$25. The New Parish, 579 
18th St., Oakland, 510-444-7474, thenewparish.com. 

A Very Merry Murder Mystery: BATS Improv turns 
a British manor holiday party into an unscripted 
whodunit a la Agatha Christie. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 20, $17-$20, improv.org. 
Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco, 474-6776. 

A Very Shut-Ins Xmas: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m. Bazaar 
Cafe, 5927 California, San Francisco, 831-5620, 
bazaarcafe.com. 

Adobe Books Holiday Party: Sat., Dec. 20, 6:30-10 
p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., San Francisco, 
864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Alvon Johnson Holiday Party: Wed., Dec. 24, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: Through 
Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m., $27-$97, americanbach.org. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco, 749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Annual Holiday Art Sale at Creativity Explored: 
Through Dec. 31, free. Creativity Explored, 3245 16th 
St., San Francisco, 863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


Bethlehem A.D.: Living Nativity featuring hundreds 
of volunteers. Dec. 21-23, 6-9:30 p.m., free, beth- 
lehemad.com. Tapestry Church, 1305 Middlefield, 
Redwood City, 650-368-3821, tapestrypeople.com. 

Bill Graham Menorah Lighting: Through Dec. 23, 
free. Union Square Park, 333 Post, San Francisco, 
831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sun., 
Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $28-$35. Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546- 
3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Bluegrass Bonanza: Holiday Edition: Ugly Christmas 
sweater party and food drive with The Mountain 
Men and The Vivants. Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $6-$10, 
shelbyashpresents.net. Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, 
San Francisco, 751-1122, theploughandstars.com. 

B.0.0.B.S.: UnWrapped for the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 
17, 7 p.m., $15. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

The Book of J: Hanukkah music by Jewlia Eisenberg 
and Jeremiah Lockwood. Wed., Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$15, meridiangallery.org/calendar. Canessa 
Gallery, 708 Montgomery, San Francisco, 392-1768, 
canessa.org. 

Café Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Holiday music 
and dance performances by Caminos Flamencos. 
Sun., Dec. 28, 7 p.m., $12-$25. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, 
rhythmix.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Sun., Dec. 
21, 8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. St. Ignatius 
Church, 650 Parker, San Francisco, 422-2188, 
stignatiussf.org. 

Christmas Night with the Fabulous Bud E. Luv 
Show: Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $20-$25. Brick & Mortar 
Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 800-8782, 
brickandmortarmusic.com. 

Clairdee’s 12th Annual Christmas Eve Show: Wed., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $22-$25. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

The Colors of Christmas: With Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
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MIDWINTER 
WONDERLAND 
OF WORDS 


Small Press Traffic, closing out its 
40th year as a nexus of the Bay Area’s 
innovative writing scene, is hosting a 
reading of Bernadette Mayer’s Mid- 
winter Day. Famously written over 
the course of a single day — Dec. 22, 
1978 — Mayer's epic poem begins 
with an awakening and the recollec- 
tion of dreams, which she tries to 
make sense of as sleep gives way to 
morning, afternoon, and evening, 
and finally back to dreams again. The 
book is an extended intersection be- 
tween stream of consciousness and 
journal writing. Says SPT director Sa- 
mantha Giles: “We want to host a 
small celebration of our years by 
spending the day reading a book to- 
gether that was born about the same 
time SPT was, equally pushes the 
limits about what language can do, 
and challenges the notions about 
what can be done in a single day.” 

Small Press Traffic presents 
Midwinter Day at noon at E.M. 
Wolfman, 410 13th St., Oakland. 
Free; 250-5527 or smallpresstraffic. 
org. Evan Karp 
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Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and the 
S.F. Symphony. Through Dec. 17, 8 p.m., $15-$93. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Community Free Day at the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum: A day of zero-fee entertainment and ac- 
tivities for all (even those who celebrate Christmas). 
Thu., Dec. 25, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free. Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, San Francisco, 655- 
7800, thecjm.org. 

Cookies Christmas Party: With Berner, Kool John, and 
guests. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $30-$33. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco, 673-5716, 
theregencyballroom.com. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2014: With 
Jonathan Butler, Christopher Cross, and Maysa. 
Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $49.50-$125.50. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 345-0900, 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Death Guild: X-Mess Night: With DJs Decay, Sage, and 
Unit 77 Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $5. DNA Lounge, 375 
Tith St., San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Drag Queens on Ice: Glitz & Glamour: Featuring Mutha 
Chucka, Holotta Tymes, Kylie-Pop, Kim ChiChi, BeBe 
Sweetbriar, Mahlae Balenciaga, Donna Sachet, Queen 
Dilly Dally, and Sister Roma. (Note: Event resched- 
uled from Thursday, Dec. 11.) Wed., Dec. 17, 8 p.m., 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Elf the Musical: Will Ferrell's least snarky movie is 
now a playful stage musical starring Eric Williams as 
Buddy, the oversized title character who was never 
meant to work in Santa's toyshop. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran The- 
atre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Fairmont San Francisco Gingerbread House: 
Through Jan. 1, 2015. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 
Mason, San Francisco, 866-540-4491, fairmont. 
com/sanfrancisco. 

Full Glitz!: Drag Holiday Pageant: Benefit for Michael 
Phillis’ Mini Supreme movie with Mahlae Balenciaga, 
Raya Light, Miss Rahni, Sugah Betes, Kegel Kater, 
U-Phoria, and more. Thu., Dec. 18, 9 p.m., $10. The 
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EXPRESS TRAIN 10 CGIHELL 


If you pay attention to either bad movies or uncanny valleys, you are likely al- 
ready familiar with the Tom Hanks pro-Christmas debacle that is The Polar 
Express. Based on the award-winning, beautifully illustrated children’s book 
about a boy who takes a mysterious train into the night to discover the true 
meaning of Santa, the movie employed the hottest motion-capture and CGI 
technology of 2004 to render a kindhearted story blood-chillingly scary. In fact, 
the AV Club’s original review of the film compares one character to the ghoul of 
Eyes Without a Face and refers to the computer-generated imagery as a “technol- 
ogy whose time has not quite come.” Don’t watch this holiday horror show 
alone; join other like-minded individuals to goof on Hollywood's futile efforts to 
capture the life-affirming spirit of this holiday children’s classic. 

Bad Movie Night’s War on Christmas presents The Polar Express at 8 p.m. 
at The Dark Room, 2263 Mission St., S.F. $7; 874-5607 or darkroomsf.com. 


Emilie Mutert 


Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

G. Scott Lacy's Holiday Cabaret: Candy Canes 
& Silver Lanes: With the Sophisticated Ladies 
(Shannon Wolfe and Molly Mahoney). Sat., Dec. 20, 
8 p.m., $20-$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 
562 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

Giant Gingerbread House Decorating Party: Sat., Dec. 
20, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Habitot Children’s Museum, 
2065 Kittredge, Berkeley, 510-647-1111, habitot.org. 

GIBBSMO Holiday Craptacular: S.F. Food Bank benefit 
with Marc & The Casuals, Roy Loney, Penelope 
Houston, Spiral Stairs, Kelley Stoltz, Happy Valley 
Singers, Sweet Chariot, and more. Thu., Dec. 18, 7 
p.m., $15 (plus non-perishable food donation). Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Golden Bough: Christmas in a Celtic Land: Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $14-S17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes: Starring 


SAN FRANCISCO BALLET IN TOMASSON'S NUTCRACKER (© ERIK TOMASSON) 
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Heklina, Cookie Dough, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del 
Mar, and guests. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $25, goldengirlssf.eventbrite. 
com. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A Cathe- 
dral Christmas: Through Dec. 21, 3 p.m., $15-$50, 
cityboxoffice.com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
San Francisco, 749-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Victorian 
Holiday Party: Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $12-$30, dickensfair. 
com. Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, 
cowpalace.com. 

The Guardsmen Holiday Tree Lot: Through Dec. 21, 
9 a.m.-9 p.m., free, guardsmentreelot.com. Fort 
Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 
292-3531, fortmason.org. 

Guitar Player's 10th Anniversary Holiday Bash: 
With Jimmy Leslie, Michael Molenda, James Nash, 
Shelly Doty, Eric McFadden, and more. Fri., Dec. 19, 
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9:30 p.m., $15. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 
Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, $6-$10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embar- 
caderocenter.com. Justin Herman Plaza, 1 Market, 

San Francisco, 772-0700. 

Holiday Lights Cruise: Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 27, $30-$45. Blue and Gold Fleet, Pier 
39, San Francisco, 773-1188, blueandgoldfleet.com. 

Home for “all of" the Holidays: With the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area Theatre Company. Mon., Dec. 22, 
8 p.m., $29-$50 ($9 for students), sfbatco.com. 
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
641-7657, brava.org. 

How the Grouch Stole Christmas: With the Grouch & 
Eligh, CunninLynguists, DJ Abilities, DJ Fresh, Sun- 
spot, and Scarub. Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
346-6000, thefillmore.com. 

Improvised Holiday Musical: BATS Improv’s Xmas 
show has all the cheer of a regular holiday musical, 
except nobody knows any of the words in advance. 
Dec. 26-27, 8 p.m., $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco, 474-6776. 

It’s a Wonderful Life: Mon., Dec. 22, 2:30, 5:15 & 8 p.m. 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted 
holiday tale about the travails of finding (and then 
affording) the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s 
Oakland returns to the Marsh for a monthlong 
Christmas run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Karla LaVey’s 17th Annual Black X Mass: With Pa- 
chuco Cadaver, The Fuxedos, Zanna Nera, Bite, Kitten 
onthe Keys, Theremin Barney, Chackra Fuker, KrOB, 
and more Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/ 
pages/Black-X-Mass/165504410159212. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Katabatik Winter Solstice: With Group Rhoda, Soriah 
+ RMS, Brandon Nickell, Mnemoth, Marmot, Fluo- 


rescent Grey, Dimentia, Synchronicity Frequency, 
Nada, Anthony Bissett, and more. Sat., Dec. 20, 9 
p.m., $12-$20, katabatik.org. The Palace Theater, 
1445 23rd Ave., Oakland, 510-995-6563, palacet- 
heateroakland.com. 

Katya ... A Holiday Spectacular: With Katya Smirn- 
off-Skyy. Dec. 20-21, 7 p.m., $30-$45. Feinstein’s 
at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San Francisco, 394-1111, 
hotelnikkosf.com. 

Kitka: Wintersongs: Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $15-$30, 
kitka.org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Klezmatics: Happy Joyous Hanukkah: Sun., Dec. 
21,7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San 
Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Latke Ball 2014: With DJs Miles and Shmumer Wed., 
Dec. 24, 9 p.m., $30-$55, jewishfed.org/latke- 
ball2014. Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, San Francisco, 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Lessons & Carols for Advent & Christmas: With the 
combined choirs of Incarnation Episcopal Church 
and the 88 Keys. Sat., Dec. 20, 5 p.m., $10-$20 
suggested donation. The Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation, 1750 29th Ave., San Francisco, 564-2324, 
incarnationsf.org. 

The Little Match Girl: Sun., Dec. 21, 5 p.m., $8-$12. 
San Francisco Community Music Center, 544 Capp, 
San Francisco, 647-6015, sfcmc.org. 

Lunasa: Celtic Christmas: Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco, 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Magnificat: Cavalli - A Venetian Christmas Mass: 
Sun., Dec. 21, 4 p.m., $30-$35, sfems.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 928- 
7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

Mark Foehringer’s Nutcracker Sweets: Through Dec. 
21, 11. a.m., 2 & 4 p.m., $18.50-$28.50, nutcracker- 
sweets.org. Fort Mason, Cowell Theater, Marina, San 
Francisco, 345-7575, fortmason.org. 

Mistletoe-Mazeltov 2014 Holiday Party: Benefit 
for the Heaven's Door Cancer Foundation and the 
Jewish Sports Hall of Fame featuring latkes and other 
snacks, wine and beer tastings, vendors, a costume 
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contest, and more in the Lake Merced Boat House. 
Sun., Dec. 21, 2-6 p.m., $40-$50, misletov2014. 
eventbrite.com. Lake Merced, Sunset at Lake Merced 
Blvd., San Francisco, 831-2700. 

Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret: Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring 
circus performers and more. Dec. 19-24; Dec. 26-28, 
$15-$65, sweetcanproductions.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St., San Francisco, 273-4633, 
dancemission.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: The Bunny Pistol Holiday 
Special: Featuring Bunny Pistol, Szandora LaVey, 
Sassy Hotbuns, Sid Scenic, Rizzo Rogue, and Lola 
Martinet. Mon., Dec. 22, 9 p.m., $7-$12. DNA Lounge, 
375 Tith St., San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Fri., 
Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $28-$98.75 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Flint Center, 21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino, 
408-864-8820, flintcenter.com. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 3 & 7 p.m., $34-$181 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfar- 
gocenterarts.org. 

The Muppet Christmas Carol: Sun., Dec. 21, 2:30 p.m., 
$8.50. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 


Mon 12/22 | Cooking Class 


THE CHEESE PLATTER 
STANDS ALONE 


From cheddar to chévre, burrata to 
bachensteiner, the best things in 
life are cheese. Learn how to select, 
slice, and serve them to grateful 
guests at Bounty & Beauty: 
How to Build a Dazzling 
Cheese Platter. Kiri Fisher, 
owner of the Cheese School of San 
Francisco, is teaching the one-day 
class and sharing the tricks of the 
trade needed to build a harmonious 
cheese platter (for example, never 
put the Pecorino Romano next to 
the Pecorino Sardo — they used to 
date). Fisher, a former board mem- 
ber of the California Artisan 
Cheese Guild, is also providing tips 
about cheese accompaniments, dé- 
cor, and more. 

The cheese course starts at 
6:30 p.m. at the Cheese School of 
San Francisco, 2124 Folsom St., 
S.F. $75; 346-7530 or thecheese- 
school.com. Giselle Velazquez 


621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Holiday Favorites: 
With the San Francisco Girls Chorus. Sat., Dec. 20, 8 
p.m., $29-$61, ncco.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
San Francisco, 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

Night at the Jewseum: Light: Hanukkah after-hours 
party with music by Happy Fangs, glow-in-the-dark 
ping pong, snacks, cocktails, and more. Thu., Dec. 
18, 6-9 p.m., $5. Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
736 Mission, San Francisco, 655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Oakland Ballet Company: Graham Lustig’s The 
Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 20, 2&8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 
2 p.m., $22-$70.50, oaklandballet.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: Wed., Dec. 24, 7 & 
9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 TIth St., San Francisco, 
255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

Paula Poundstone’s Fifth Annual Ha Ha Ho Ho 
Holiday Comedy Show: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $35- 
$53.65 advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Popscene’s 2014 Holiday Gala: With Moving Units, 
plus DJs Aaron Axelsen & Omar. Thu., Dec. 18, 9:30 
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p.m., $13-$15, popscene-sf.com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 
Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 
Posada Navideia: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m., $5-$10. Wells 
Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., 
Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts. 

org. 

Ragazzi Continuo: Tidings of Comfort: Sat., Dec. 20, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20, ragazzicontinuo.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 928- 
7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

River Otter Snow Day: Wed., Dec. 24, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m., free with aquarium admission. Aquarium of 
the Bay, Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, 
aquariumofthebay.com. 

Safeway Holiday Ice Rink: Through Jan. 19, 2015, 
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m., $7-$11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for 
the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 24,5, 7 & 9 p.m., $25-$35. 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols: Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., free, 
sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., San Francisco, 664-2543, seven- 
thavenuechurch.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: Fifth Annual 
Boar's Head Festival & Mid-Winter Gala: Sat., 
Jan. 3, 8 p.m., $25-$50, sfrvoices.org. Seventh 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., 
San Francisco, 664-2543, seventhavenuechurch.org. 

The Santaland Diaries: David Sinaiko once again 
dons his gay (elf) apparel to relate David Sedaris’ 
humorous holiday stories of working in a depart- 
ment store Christmas display. Dec. 17-24, $15-$25, 
combinedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Saturdays Unplugged: Hanukkah: With Saul Good- 
man’s Klezmer Band Sat., Dec. 20, 4 p.m., free. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
California, San Francisco, 292-1200, jccsf.org. 

S.F. Eagle Xmas Party with DJ Dano: Thu., Dec. 18, 
6 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880, sf-eagle.com. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 18-20, 8 p.m., 
$15-$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
Fri., Dec. 19, 4 p.m.; Dec. 20-24, 2 p.m.; Dec. 21-23, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Sharon McKnight: Twisted Xmas - A Druid's View of 
the Holidays: Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 27, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: Sat., Dec. 20, 11 a.m., 
$10-$25, cityboxoffice.com. Grace Cathedral, 
1100 California, San Francisco, 749-6300, grace- 
cathedral.org. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
18-21; Dec. 23-24; Dec. 26-27, $24-$67, smuinballet. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 
Howard, San Francisco, 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Snow Village at the Hyatt Regency: Featuring daily 
snowfalls at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30, 
free. Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero 
Center, San Francisco, 788-1234, sanfranciscore- 
gency.hyatt.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret. Fri., Dec. 19, 7:30 & 10 
p.m., $24-$36 advance. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 
San Francisco, 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
With the Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 4 p.m.; Tue., 
Dec. 23, 8:30 p.m.; Wed., Dec. 24, 2 & 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 21, $20-$25, lhtsf.org. Fort 
Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, San Francisco, 
fortmason.org. 

SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's: The San Francisco 
SPCA hosts its 28th annual pet adoption displays in 


the windows of the downtown Macy's store. Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, free, sfspca.org. Macy's Union Square, 
170 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 397-3333, macys.com. 

St. Anthony's Christmas Dinner: Free meal open 
to all, with volunteers arriving at 6 a.m. and food 
service beginning at 10. Thu., Dec. 25, 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 
free. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Curbside Drive: Donate canned food, 
hygiene items, warm clothing, or cold cash to help 
St. A's low-income assistance programs. Dec. 20- 
21, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Dec. 22-24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. St. 
Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, www. 
stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Holiday Kids’ Party: Seasonal games, 
gifts, and a visit from Santa for the patients and 
families of St. Anthony's low-income pediatric clinic. 
Wed., Dec. 17, 2-5 p.m. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Interfaith Homeless Memorial: A short 
service at St. Anthony's Dining Room (121 Golden 
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Gate) is followed by a march to Civic Center Plaza 
for a candlelight vigil in honor of homeless residents 
who passed away in 2014. Thu., Dec. 18, 4:30 p.m., 
free. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Francis Sugar Tree: Candy Christmas tree created 
by pastry chef Jean-Francois Houdré. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San 
Francisco, 397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

St. Francis Sweet Shoppe: Saturdays, Sundays, 11 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21. The Westin 
St. Francis, 335 Powell, San Francisco, 397-7000, 
westinstfrancis.com. 

Strangers with XXXmas Candy: If you prefer your 
holidays a bit twisted, you can't do much better 
than this stage re-enactment of the cult Comedy 
Central series (starring Amy Sedaris and Stephen 
Colbert) about a 46-year-old ex-junkie who returns 
to high school. An ABC Afterschool Special it ain't. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, $30. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 


673-3847, theexit.org. 

Tapcracker: Variations on the holiday standard by stu- 
dents from Dance With Sherry Studio. Sat., Dec. 20, 
2 & 5:30 p.m., $12-$22, dancewithsherrystudio.com. 
Marin County Civic Center, 10 Avenue of the Flags, 
San Rafael, 499-6400, marincounty.org/depts/cu. 

‘Tis the Season for Science: Through Jan. 4, 2015. 
California Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree: Named for the life 
partners who decorate their home (as opposed to 
the famous cartoon characters), this yearly seasonal 
display provides an extravagant visual feast for the 
senses, with Santa making a personal appearance 
between 6:30-9:30 p.m. from Dec. 10-24. Through 
Dec. 31. Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree, 3560 21st St., 
San Francisco. 

The Village Project's 10th Annual San Francisco 
Kwanzaa Celebration: Dec. 26-Jan. 1, free, kwan- 
zaasanfrancisco.com. Multiple San Francisco Loca- 
tions, Multiple addresses, San Francisco. 
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IT'S A NEW DAY FOR MEXICAN CINEMA, WHICH IS EXPLODING WITH ENERGY AND TALENT, 
THIS FOUR-PART SERIES SHOWCASES CONTEMPORARY FILMS FROM YOUNG, UP-AND-COMING 
DIRECTORS FOR A BRIEF BUT FASCINATING LOOK AT MEXICO AND MEXICAN CINEMA TODAY. 
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Tue 12/23 | Nativity 


JESUS, MARY, JOSEPH, AND HELLA CAMELS 


Sure, other churches put up Nativity scenes for Christmas, but do their shoebox 
dioramas include real people portraying Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, and hundreds 
of Bethlehem denizens? Or include a biblical menagerie of sheep, camels, and 
donkeys? Bethlehem A.D. does, and the free attraction is completing its 


three-day run on Christmas Eve ... 


Eve. For 19 years, Tapestry Church has been 


staging a living re-creation of Bethlehem on the day Jesus was born with the 
help of hundreds of volunteers. Visitors who explore the miniature town are 
awarded “certificates of pilgrimage” as well as free coffee and doughnuts. 
Bethlehem A.D. concludes at 6-9:30 p.m. at Tapestry Church, 1305 Mid- 
dlefield Road, Redwood City. Free; (650) 368-3821 or bethlehemad.com. 


Giselle Velazquez 


Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: With Barbara 
Higbie, Will Ackerman, and Liz Story. Fri., Dec. 19, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Winter Walk S.F.: A pop-up holiday pedestrian plaza 
next to Union Park on Stockton between Geary and 
Ellis. Through Jan. 1, 2015, free, visitunionsquaresf. 
com/event/winter_walk_sf. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Wreck the Halls! A Rock & Roll Holiday Celebra- 
tion: With music by Robbie Dunbar, Al Chan, Dave 
Seabury, and Eric Dinwiddie. Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., 
free. Kensington Circus Pub, 389 Colusa, Albany, 
510-524-8814, kensingtoncircuspub.com. 

The Yuletide Pageant: With Kim Kenny, Scott Mickel- 
son, Jeff Desira, Michele Kappel-Stone, and Brett 
Cline. Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $10-$12. Doc’s Lab, 124 
Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Yvonne Flores: Under the Mistletoe: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

ZooLights: A Holiday Light Display: Through Jan. 4, 
2015, 5:30-9 p.m., $7-$8. Oakland Zoo, 9777 Golf 
Links Rd., Oakland, 510-632-9525, oaklandzoo.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Catherine Lacey: The first-time novelist joins Diane 
Cook to talk about the unmoored emotional journeys 
of her protagonist in Nobody Is Ever Missing, her 
debut that The New York Times described as “an 
aching portrait of a young woman doing the hard 
thing.” Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., free, catherinelacey. 
com. Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., 
San Francisco, greenapplebooks.com. 

Fourteen Hills 21.1 Release Party: SFSU's literary 
journal looks forward to its third decade with 
work by contributors Chris Ames, Matthew Clark 
Davison, Arthur Isaac Hofmayer, Ashley K. Nelson, 
Jahla Seppanen, and Matthew Zapruder. Wed., Dec. 
17, 7 p.m., free, 14hills.net/content/fourteen-hills- 
211-release-party. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

MFA Mixer: Regional writing grads drop knowledge in 
anightclub, with readings by Genie Cartier, Natasha 
Dennerstein, Paula Junn, Jamie O'Connell, Clare 
Ramsaran, and Kate Robards. Thu., Dec. 18, 7 p.m., 
free. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964, 
sfcatclub.com. 

Serena & Pacheco: Two adult film stars from the 
pre-videotape age — Serena and Richard Pacheco 
— share their respective memoirs about what really 
went down both on and off camera: Bright Lights, 
Lonely Nights: The Memories of Serena, Porn Star 
Pioneer of the 1970s (written under the name Serena 
Czarnecki) and Hindsight: True Love & Mischief in 
the Golden Age of Porn (written under the name 
Howie Gordon). Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m. Center for 
Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, San Francisco, 902-2071, 
sexandculture.org. 

Small Press Traffic 40th Anniversary Celebration: 
SPT closes out its 40th year as a nexus of the Bay 
Area's innovative writing scene with a reading 
of Bernadette Mayer's Midwinter Day, her epic 
poem famously written over the course of a single 
December day in 1978. Sat., Dec. 20, noon, free, 
smallpresstraffic.org. E.M. Wolfman, 410 13th St., 
Oakland, 250-5527, wolfmanhomerepair.com. 

Stephanie McKenzie: The Canadian poet and pro- 


fessor reads from her third collection, Saviours 
in This Little Space for Now: Poems for Emily 
Carr and Vincent van Gogh. Fri., Dec. 19, 6 p.m., 
free, stephaniemaymckenzie.com. Modern Times 
Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Francisco, 282-9246, 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 

TMI Storytelling: Family Affair: Gina Gold hosts a 
night of “disastrous” holiday stories by Rachman 
Blake, Steve Budd, Kay DeMartini, Teresa Rosetta, 
Kate Willett, and more. Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., $10- 
$13, tmistorytelling.com. La Pefia Cultural Center, 
3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-849-2568, lapena.org. 

Under the Influence: Sandra Garcia Rivera, Evan 
Kenward, Stephanie McKenzie, Elizabeth Rosner, 
and Cosmo Spinoza present some of their own works 
influenced by voices as disparate as Virginia Woolf 
and the Beastie Boys. Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10 
suggested donation. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, 
San Francisco, 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Voz Sin Tinta: VST moves to a rare third Thursday for 
its last event of the year, which features readings by 
Howard Berman, Francisco Orrego, Joseph Rios, and 
Michelle Marie Wallace. Thu., Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m., face- 
book.com/vozsintinta. Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th 
St., San Francisco, 824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: 
Assisted by international collaborators, Chinese 
activist artist Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his 
country because China's government confiscated 
his passport — creates a large-scale art exhibit for 
a site that symbolizes the measures authorities will 
take to utterly confine prisoners. Alcatraz stopped 
being a working prison in 1963, but its buildings and 
bars still evoke the harsh realities of confinement — 
and Ai Weiwei echoes that atmosphere with sound 
installations, sculptures, and mixed-media works 
that tackle issues of freedom and promise to be 
as thought-provoking as anything he’s ever done. 
Through April 26, 2015. $18.25-$30. aiweiweialcatraz. 
org. San Francisco Bay, San Francisco, 561-4900, 
nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB's newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. 
Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, aquariu- 
mofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. Tradition on Fire: Contempo- 
rary Japanese Ceramics from the Paul and Kathy 
Bissinger Collection: Includes 22 works by 20 
modern potters from Japan. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 5. In a New Light: The 
Asian Art Museum Collection: A display of more 
than 2,500 objects from the museum's permanent 
collection explores the major cultures of Asia. 
Daily. Free with museum admission. Tetsuya Ishida: 
Saving the World with a Brushstroke: The eight 
acrylic paintings in this intimate exhibit capture 
the cultural sensitivity and social awareness of the 
young Japanese artist who passed away in 2005. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 22. 
From Two Arises Three: The Collaborative Works of 
Arnold Chang & Michael Cherney: A photographer 
(Cherney) and a Chinese ink painter (Chang) balance 
contemporary and traditional techniques in this 
exhibit featuring both collaborative and solo works. 
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Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 1. Roads 
of Arabia: Archaeology & History of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia: This traveling exhibit traces the rise of 
culture along Arabian Peninsula trade routes via a 
wide range of historical objects — including statues, 
glass vessels, ancient tools, stone carvings, funerary 
items, and more — some dating back a million years. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 18. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cas- 
sady, and other Beat Generation characters via 
original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
$5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 399-9626, 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located ina 
historic cable car powerhouse, the museum displays 
a variety of cable car gear, photographs, installations 
explaining how the cars work, and several antique 
vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Cosmic Collisions: 
Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies in 
the animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Fragile Planet: Float through the 
roof of the Academy's building, zoom through the 
atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's view of Earth 
in this Planetarium feature narrated by Sigourney 
Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Penguin Feeding: Watch 
as the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
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Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 379-8000, calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 


Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, San 
Francisco, 357-1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Stranger Than Life: The Cartoons 


and Comics of M.K. Brown: Four-decade retrospec- 
tive featuring many of the artist's own personal 
favorites. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 15. Slinging Satire: Masters of Political Cartoons: 
Views from both sides of the political spectrum 
are given cheeky artistic form in this exhibit that 
includes work by Mark Fiore, David Horsey, Kevin 
Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 9. 
The Art of the Boxtrolls: See concept art from The 
Boxtrolls, anew stop-motion animation film from the 
people who brought you Coraline and ParaNorman. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. Small 
Press Spotlight: Ben Seto: Featuring artwork by 
the creator of Usagi Jane and the Skullbunnies. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 11. 655 
Mission, San Francisco, 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Peanuts in Wonderland: 


Characters from the world of Charles Schulz (and 
other cartoonists) inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in 
this crossover art show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 26. Good Days & Bad 
Days: Juxtapositions in Peanuts: Charlie Brown's life 
had its ups and downs — well, okay, mostly downs 
—as this exhibit shows with a series of contrasting 
character comparisons. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 13. Journey to the 
Reuben: The Early Years: Follow Charles M. Schulz’s 
artistic development in the era before he won his 





Shoot That Klown! 


MISTLETOE AND HULA-HOOPS 


Mittens and Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret doesn’t have the cachet 
of Nutcracker just yet, but that’s only because of the all-powerful sugar plum 
lobby. Sweet Can Productions’ holiday show celebrates the season right: with 


first Reuben Award — the National Cartoonists 
Society's award for Outstanding Cartoonist of the 
Year — in 1955. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 


Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form land- 
scapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spotlighting 
a variety of freshwater tropical flora from Africa, 
Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, 
San Francisco, 666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Arnold Newman: 


Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise this 
retrospective of the famed photographer's lengthy 
career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, Picasso, 
Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. In 
That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art: The CJM's 
three-part collaborative residence program launches 
with a lighthearted alliance between visual artist 


HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES 


Lindsey White and stand-up comedian Ron Lynch. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 6. Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: 
Anyone lucky enough to meet Warren Hellman, or 
see him perform at his signature cultural creation, 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy 
and humanity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum assem- 
bles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star performers 
and a jacket covered with rhinestones and a Star of 
David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. J. 
Otto Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This exhibit dedicated 
to the much-loved children's book author/illustrator 
(and the character based on his real family dog) 
includes full-color illustrations, storyboards, and 
rough digital image skeletons, plus interactive 
environments for kids. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days-Sundays, 11 a.m. Continues through March 8. 
$10-$12. Drop-In Art Making: Weekly art workshops 





for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Free with 
museum admission. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Anthony Friedkin: The Gay Essay: 


In this exhibit honoring the 45th anniversary of 
the Stonewall Riots, more than 75 of the California 
photographer's classic snapshots depict the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles gay scenes in the late ‘60s 
and early ‘70s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 11. Lines on the Horizon: Native American Art 
from the Weisel Family Collection: Exhibit focusing 
on indigenous arts from the American Southwest, 
including ceramics and weavings from the 11th cen- 
tury to today. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 4. Shaping Abstraction: Works by American 
abstractionists from the early-to-middle part of the 
20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 4. Keith Haring: The Political Line: Though his 
playful cartoon figures may not strike casual observ- 
ers as the work of a politically motivated artist, this 
exhibition explores Haring's outraged opposition to 











Keith Haring, Untitled, 1982. Vinyl paint on vinyl tarpaulin. Collection of Sloan and Roger Barnett. Keith Haring artwork © Keith Haring Foundation 


THE POLITICAL LINE 
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comedy, music, aerial acrobatics and, of course, hula-hoops. Clown Conserva- 
tory alumni Natasha Kaluza and Jamie Coventry, a married couple who use their 
clowning talents for good and not evil, are directing the show at the intimate 
Dance Mission Theater. Now in its fifth year, Mittens and Mistletoe features per- 
formers from Teatro Zinzanni, Circus Bella, and The Pickle Family Circus. And 
for its next trick, it’s making stressed-out parents and squabbling kids shut up 
and get along on Christmas Eve. 

Mittens and Mistletoe is inciting holiday high jinks at 2 and 4 p.m. and 
concludes its run Dec. 28 at Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F $15- 
$65; 225-7281 or sweetcanproductions.com. Giselle Velazquez 


Golden Gate Park = deyoungmuseum.org 


This exhibition is organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Director's Circle: Penny and James George Coulter. Curator’s Circle: Sloan and Roger 
Barnett, Ray and Dagmar Dolby Family Fund, Holly Johnson Harris and Parker Harris, and the Shimmon Family. Conservator's Circle: The Buena Vista Fund of 
Horizons Foundation. Supporter’s Circle: Nancy and Joachim Bechtle, Juliet de Baubigny, and Richard and Peggy Greenfield. Community Partner: WEBCOR 
Builders. The exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. 


Media Sponsors San Francisco Chronicle 7X7 JLXTAPOZ 


Hotel Partner joe de vivre 
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nuclear weapons, racism, capitalism, environmental 
degradation, and other issues in over 130 works, 
including large paintings, sculptures, subway 
drawings, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 16. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San 
Francisco, 750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 


atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location after 
a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Everything Matters: Tales from the Periodic 
Table: Ron Hipschman presents a new adult (18+) 
series about nature’s elemental building blocks, 


starting with the Atomic Number 1: Hydrogen. Thu., 
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 


Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian 
Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in 
the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT 
Historical Society has opened his papers for use 
by researchers. Daily. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 
771-5455, glbthistory.org. 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 


Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th 
St., San Francisco, 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 


ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
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in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, San Francisco, 777- 
9060, tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 


Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from 


England and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country House: 
Architectural details, furniture, tapestries, paintings, 
and other antiques illustrate the lavish lifestyles of 
historical British elites. Twesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 18. The Salon Doré: Tuesdays-Sundays, 
9:30 a.m. (415) 750-3600. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 
750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


Maritime Museum. U.S. Customs Service and the 


Golden Gate: Artifacts, photographs, and video 
illustrate the history of the U.S. Customs Service 
from 1789 to the present day. Through Dec. 31, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Yankee Baleeiros! The Shared 
Legacies of Luso and Yankee Whalers: The New 
Bedford Whaling Museum presents this traveling 
exhibit about Portuguese-speaking American 
whaling communities originally hailing from the 
Azores, Cape Verde, and Brazil. Through Dec. 31, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 900 Beach, San Francisco, 556-1613. 


Museum of the African Diaspora. Drapetomania: 


Grupo Antillano and the Art of Afro-Cuba: MoAD's 
first major exhibit following a million-dollar reno- 
vation focuses on Grupo Antillano, the previously 
overlooked 1970s-’80s Havana art collective whose 
multidisciplinary work featured both Afro-Cuban 
primitive and modern elements, opposing the 
propagandistic art trends of the Fidel Castro era. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. $5- 
$10. Lava Thomas: Beyond: This two-part exhibition 
mixes some of the Bay Area artist's older works 
from the 1990s with a new installation. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 5. $5-$10. 
685 Mission, San Francisco, 358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Sunshine and Su- 


perheroes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic 
books, convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, 
videos, and other items reflect upon the continuing 
influence of the nation’s largest annual geek gath- 
ering. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 


May 31. Songs and Sorrows: Dias de Los Muertos 
20th Anniversary: The Bay Area's unique spin on 
traditional Day of the Dead altars and ceremonies 
is celebrated in this exhibit featuring contributions 
from José Guadalupe Posada, Carmen Lomas Garza, 
Jesse Hernandez, The Mexican Museum, Oakland 
School of the Arts, Skyline High School, Maya Lin 
School, and others. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Fertile Ground: Art and Community 
in California: In collaboration with SFMOMA, the 
Oakland Museum of California dissects four artistic 
epochs of the last 70 years: The 1930s and the circle 
around Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and 
‘50s and the painters and photographers connected 
to the California School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, 
David Park, et al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the 
artists affiliated with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert 
Arneson, et al.); and the 1990s and current scene 
that's associated with the Mission District (Barry 
McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each period is worth the 
attention. Getting all four is like winning a lottery. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 


Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city’s de facto 


local history museum opens its doors for weekly 
building tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, 
Our City Innovates, about San Francisco's role as 
a sociocultural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-$10. 
sfhistory.org. 88 Fifth St., San Francisco, 537-1105, 
sanfranciscomuseum.org. 


Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 


week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: Live 
presentations about the animals who live at the 
museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Airport Museum. A World of Characters: 


Advertising Icons from the Warren Dotz Collection: 
Through Jan. 4, 2015. Dual Natures in Ceramics: Eight 
Contemporary Artists from Korea: Through Feb. 22, 
2015. SFO International Terminal, San Francisco, 
650-821-6700. 
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San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
San Francisco, 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Robert 
Frank in America: Over 130 photographs fill the 
walls at this major retrospective of work by the 
European artist, whose midcentury trek across the 
United States captured Americans’ lives in a fresh 
and insightful way. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 5. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 
650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 

University of California Botanical Garden. Following 
in the Bartrams' Footsteps: Exhibit featuring 44 
Original artworks based on the plant discoveries 
of colonial botanists John and William Bartram, 
who explored the raw wilderness of eastern North 
America between the 1730s and 1790s. Through 
Feb. 15, 2015. Free with garden admission. 200 
Centennial, Berkeley, 510-643-2755, botanicalgar- 
den.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 
Celebration of Walt’s Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in 
Walt Disney’s heart. This exhibit collects photos, 
videos, and other artifacts — including working 
scale model trains — in honor of his long fascination. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 9. The Lost Notebook: Secrets of Disney's 
Movie Magic: The scrapbook journal of animator 
and technician Hermann Schultheis gives insight 
into the special effects techniques behind the 
making of Bambi, Dumbo, Fantasia, and Pinocchio. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 12.104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Landscape: the 
visual, the actual, the possible?: 26 works explore 
the environmental ramifications of technology 
upon ecology in this creative collaboration between 
American and Chinese artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: 
A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier boardwalk 
and amusement park in Seaside Heights, NJ — the 
destruction of which became an iconic image of 
Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in the YBCA’s 
Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30, 2015. Free. 
Alien She: A multidisciplinary tribute to the radical 
spirit of the Riot Grrrl movement, as illustrated by 
DIY zines, posters, music selections, original visual 
art, and more. Featured artists include Tammy 
Rae Carland, Miranda July, Faythe Levine, Allyson 
Mitchell, L.J. Roberts, Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger 
Brooks Takahashi. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 25. Lucy Raven: Hollywood Chop 
Riding: The New York artist's 3D video installation, 
Curtains, reveals some of the hidden (and very 
human) scenes behind Hollywood's outsourced CGI 
labor. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
11. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


14th Annual Holiday Whobilation Party: A Dicken- 
sian-style miser with a modern entrepreneurial 
attitude is visited by an entirely different set of 
ghosts — each representing a TV holiday special 
of the past — in this one-night-only satirical stage 
production followed by a burlesque-filled after party. 
Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $20+, bit.ly/whobilation. Great 
Star Theater, 630 Jackson, San Francisco, 793-9594. 
A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.'s latest adaptation of the 
Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter 
as miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Ken Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-S110. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 


© feet 
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San Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

A Very Merry Murder Mystery: BATS Improv turns 
a British manor holiday party into an unscripted 
whodunit a la Agatha Christie. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 20, $17-$20, improv.org. 
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Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco, 474-6776. 


August in December: For an extended exercise in 


nostalgia, join playwright and performer Tiva Lee 
Samaru as she relives every day of August in her 
one-woman show. Samaru serenades you in the 
style of old-time musical theater and dances with 
the power of Martha Graham's Greek furies, all to 
carry you along on the tide of the past. Dec. 19-20, 
8 p.m., $12-$16, tivasamaru.com. Kunst-Stoff Arts, 
1 Grove, San Francisco, 777-0172, kunst-stoff.org. 


Breakfast with Mugabe: Playwright Fraser Grace takes 


us into the mind of controversial African leader 
Robert Mugabe as a session with the Zimbabwe 
president and his white psychiatrist calls forth the 
ghosts of colonialism, racism, power, and guilt. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 20, 
$32-$60. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Cinderella: With original songs such as “‘Almost Pretty"’ 


and ‘Bad Mama” composed by Angel Eaglin, the 
African-American Shakespeare Company's annual 
production provides audiences with a fresh take on 
this story of a young girl learning about love, life, and 
overcoming obstacles. Fridays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $15-$34, african-americanshakes. 
org. Buriel Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, San Francisco, 
762-2071, african-americanshakes.org. 


Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: The 


Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du Soleil — 
which has influenced so many neo-circus performers 
over recent years — embraces both steampunk and 
electro-swing in its latest show, a wunderkammer of 
theatrical acrobatics set in an alternate reality that 
combines elements of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil.com/kurios. Cirque 
du Soleil - San Francisco, Third Street at Terry A. 
Francois, San Francisco, cirquedusoleil.com. 


The Complete History of Comedy (abridged): The 


Reduced Shakespeare Company boils the Bard and 
other famed playwrights, politicians, and comedians 
down to their essence in Reed Martin and Austin 
Tichenor's satirical skewering of humorous tropes. 


Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, $37-$58, 
reducedshakespeare.com. Marin Theatre Company, 
397 Miller, Mill Valley, 388-5200, marintheatre.org. 

Elf the Musical: Will Ferrell's least snarky movie is 
now a playful stage musical starring Eric Williams as 
Buddy, the oversized title character who was never 
meant to work in Santa's toyshop. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran The- 
atre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted 
holiday tale about the travails of finding (and then 
affording) the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s 
Oakland returns to the Marsh for a monthlong 
Christmas run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Kinky Boots: This riotous, stiletto-stomping musical 
dances its way through the tale of a British shoe 
manufacturer whose declining fortunes are reversed 
with the aid of a glorious, towering drag queen with 
arazor wit and soul spun of gold. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $75-$300, kinkyboot- 
sthemusical.com. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, 
San Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826- 
5750, themarsh.org. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt Bacharach 
(music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon (book) are 
the brains behind this holiday stage musical originally 
inspired by the 1960 rom-com The Apartment, with Jef- 
frey Brian Adams, Monique Hafen, and Johnny Moreno 
starring in roles played on celluloid by Jack Lemmon, 
Shirley MacLaine, and Fred MacMurray. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Fran- 


cisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 677-9596, 
sfplayhouse.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison En- 
gel. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4, 
$29-$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

The Santaland Diaries: David Sinaiko once again 
dons his gay (elf) apparel to relate David Sedaris’ 
humorous holiday stories of working in a depart- 
ment store Christmas display. Dec. 17-24, $15-$25, 
combinedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Strangers with XXXmas Candy: If you prefer your 
holidays a bit twisted, you can’t do much better 
than this stage re-enactment of the cult Comedy 
Central series (starring Amy Sedaris and Stephen 
Colbert) about a 46-year-old ex-junkie who returns 
to high school. An ABC Afterschool Special it ain't. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, $30. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 
673-3847, theexit.org. 

Superheroes: With the shrapnel from the crack cocaine 
explosion still embedded in the streets of the Ten- 
derloin, this new play by Sean San José follows a 
journalist — inspired in no small part by the late Gary 
Webb — as she struggles to untangle the truth, both 
psychological and political, behind the epidemic. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on Taylor, 
277 Taylor, San Francisco, 673-3847, sffringe.org. 

The Understudies: Members of the Back Alley Theater 
Company present their inaugural production as the 
Entitled Theater Company, staging Jeff Bedillion’s 
Genet-inspired tale of jealousy and revenge among 
frustrated thespians. Mondays, Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $20-$25, brownpa- 
pertickets.com/event/869668. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 


f 1 Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99+ 
advance, 2fnewyears.com/event/a-tale-of-two- 
cities-new-years-eve. The Village, 969 Market, San 
Francisco, 757-0720, 969market.com. 

w/ Farmer Dave's New Year's Eve Spectacu- 
lar, Sugar Candy Mountain, D Rad (DJ set) Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $32-$36. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

w/ DJs Momix, Escobar, 
and Natural Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $50+ ad- 
vance (includes open bar), ticketzone.com/Atmo- 
sphereNYE2015. Atmosphere, 447 Broadway, San 
Francisco, 788-4623, a3atmosphere.com. 

w/ DJs John LePage & James Torres 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, bearracuda. 

com. BeatBox, 314 Tith St., San Francisco, 500-2675, 

beatboxsf.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-866/, royalcuckoo.com. 

w/ Sekhou Senegal featuring 

Ousseynou Kouyate, Black Nature Band, Paris-Dakar 

DJs Wed., Dec. 31, 5:30 p.m., $20+ advance, face- 

book.com/BissapBaobabVillage. Bissap Baobab, 

3372 19th St., San Francisco, 826-9287, bissap- 

baobab.com. 

| w/ DJ Bruce Parker 





& more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75+ advance. JW 
Marriott San Francisco Union Square, 500 Post, San 
Francisco, 771-8600, marriott.com/hotels/travel/ 
sfojw-jw-marriott-san-francisco-union-square. 

w/ Afrikan 
Sciences, Blakkat, Conor, Victor Vega, Dirtie Blonde 
Thu., Jan. 1, 6 a.m. F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 
857-1192, feightsf.com. 

w: w/ A+D, Smash-Up 
Derby, Entyme, Jimi G, Airsun, Meikee Magnetic, 
Mixtress Shizaam, Ida Flo, Myster C, Mr. Washington 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$50, bootiesf.com. DNA 
Lounge, 375 11th St., San Francisco, 626-1409, 
dnalounge.com. 

3 w/ Alvaro, Fort Knox 
Five, Ding Dong, Motion Potion, Mancub, David 
Harness, Trav, M3, Anthony Mansfield, Sol, Deckard, 
8Ball, Dex Stakker, Zach Moore, Brad Robinson, 
Benchun (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning) Wed., 
Dec. 31; Thu., Jan. 1, 6 a.m., facebook.com/sfspace- 
cowboys. Mighty, 119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151, 
mighty119.com. 

NYE 2015: w/ Deejay Theory, King Most, 
Isaac Jordan, and White Mike Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20-$25+ advance, brunosnye2015.eventbrite.com. 
Bruno's, 2389 Mission, San Francisco, 925-371-3999, 
brunossf.com. 
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- SOUP OR SALAD 
PUREE OF ROASTED WINTER VEGETABLES 


OR 
GEBERGIEETIUCE With PoOlvwmREWeS BilviEs@he ESE 


MAIN COURSE 


SURF AND TURF 
NIMAN RANCH GRASS FED FILET MIGNON 
AND GRILLED JUMBO PRAWNS, 
WITH A POTATO CAULIFLOWER GRATIN, BABY CARROTS, 
AND A CABERNET DEMI GLAZE REDUCTION 
OR 
SEARED SEA SCALLOPS 
TOPPED WITH A DUNGENESS CRAB AVOCADO SALAD, 
MELTED LEEKS, ASPARAGUS TIPS, TOPPED WITH A 
TOBIKO CAVIAR LIME BUTTER SAUCE 


NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER DECEMBER 31ST, 2014 | oR 


DANCE TEE NIGHT AWAY! 


WITH HERBED ISRAELI COUSCOUS, 
ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH, 
LIVE MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
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AND BABY SPINACH 


DESSERT 


HOT CHOCOLATE MOLTEN CAKE 


CELEBRATE 2015 WITH US! 3 , OR 


OFFERING A 3 COURSE MEAL WITH 
COMPLIMENTARY MIDNIGHT 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST FOR $50 


WINTER FRUIT Rw" 
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’ 
DOORS OPEN AT SPM LAST SEATING AT 10:30PM 


> 


PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS ON EVENTBRITE.COM OR CALL US TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE 
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w/ DJs MoMentum & 
Jeanine Da Feen Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $85+ ad- 
vance, butterflynye2015.eventbrite.com. Butterfly, 
Pier 33, San Francisco, 864-8999, butterflysf.com. 
w/ Nellie McKay Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $60-$105. 
City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose, 
408-792-4145, sanjosetheaters.org. 
w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, 
Shindog, Blondie K, subOctave, and Omar Wed., Dec. 
31,9 p.m., $20+ advance, catclubnye2015.eventbee. 
com. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964, 
sfcatclub.com. 
labi: Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 
10 p.m., $35-$40. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, rhythmix.org. 
w/ DJs Zhaldee 


& Intensify Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125+ advance 
(includes open bar), sfnightlife.com. Hyatt Regency 
San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
788-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$50+ advance. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, 
San Francisco, 866-540-4491, fairmont.com/san- 
francisco. 

w/ DJ Wonway Posibul Wed., 

Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $100-$125. Press Club Wine Bar & 

Lounge, 20 Yerba Buena, San Francisco, 744-5000, 
Manes com. 

w/ Ana Barbara Wed., 

Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$25 advance, clubpapi.com. 

Space 550, 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550-8286. 

w/ video DJ Mark 


"Hale 
SWinginest 
New Year's 
Concert in 
the city 
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WEDNESDAY 


Edwin Outwater conductor 

Seth MacFarlane vocalist 

Measha Brueggergosman 
soprano 

San Francisco Symphony 


8-10PM 








Andrus Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35 (includes personal 
bottle of champagne). Raven, 1151 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 431-1151, ravenbarsf.com. 
With Doug 
Benson, Fortune Feimster, W. Kamau Bell, Tommy 
Johnagin, Jon Dore, Sammy Obeid, and Tony Camin. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 10 p.m., $40-$70. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & 
11 p.m., $69-$99. Yoshi’s Oakland, 510 Embarcadero 
W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 
n: Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m. The Saloon, 
1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666, sfblues.net/ 
Saloon.html. 
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SanFrancisco 


> An Official Magazine Partner 


“Plays it cool even when swinging hard” 
> —THE NEW YORK TIMES 


See Seth MacFarlane like you've never seen him before, 
singing jazz and Broadway hits with the Symphony. 


CH KE RE KKK Re RR. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS + MUSIC DIRECTOR 


Concert at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 


HOLIDAY MEDIA PARTNERS X{finIty SanFrancisco Chronicle 
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w/ Jill Tracy, Soriah, Paul Mercer & Evil Sarah, 
Synchronicity Frequency, Ariellah, Kandroma, 
Luku, DJ Necromos, more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75 
advance, facebook.com/events/303877163135242. 
Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland, 
510-763-1146, oaklandmetro.org. 


w/ 3 0'Clock Jump, 
The Tartlettes, and more Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., 
$45-$85. USS Hornet Museum, Pier 3, Alameda Point, 
Alameda, 510-521-8448, uss-hornet.org. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & 11 
p.m., $60. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

w/ DJs Chris Clouse, Cams, 

Mauricio, Chucky Brown, and Oso Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $45+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Westin San 
Francisco Market Street, 50 Third St., San Francisco, 
974-6400, westinsf.com. 


w/ DJs Donovan, Hector Garza, and 
Hanik, plus a 100th birthday tribute To Billie Holiday 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49.99+ advance, donovansf. 
com. Clift Hotel, Redwood Room, 495 Geary, San 
Francisco, 929-2372, clifthotel.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 & 11 p.m., $50-$100. The 
Addition, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-6500, 
theaddition.com. 
w/ GAYmous, BluBall 
Revue Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$35. Brick & Mortar 
Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 800-8782, 
brickandmortarmusic.com. 
w/ Mina y Su Sonora Dinamita, Fuego 
Latino, Dos Four y los Mios, plus DJs Luis Medina, 
Tony 0, and Pablo Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $45 advance, 
ticketsparati.com. Roccapulco Supper Club, 3140 
Mission, San Francisco, 648-6611, roccapulco.com. 
w/ Foxygen Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$55-$70 advance. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 
w/ DJ Roost Uno Wed., Dec. 31, 
10 p. m., $75-$130+ advance (includes open bar), 
novelanye.eventbrite.com. Novela, 662 Mission, 
San Francisco, 896-6500, novelasf.com. 
w/ DJ Three 
Thu., Jan. 1,6 a.m., $20. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San 
Francisco, 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 
w/ DJ Luke Allen Wed., Dec. 


| 31, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. Lookout, 3600 16th St., San 


Francisco, 703-9751, lookoutsf.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15+ ad- 


vance. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 


clubomgsf.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $40-$55+ advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 


punchlinecomedyclub.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99- 
$125+ advance (includes open bar), hawthornnye. 
eventbrite.com. Hawthorn, 46 Geary, San Francisco, 
693-9255, hawthornsf.com. 

w/ DJs Andre, Lady Fingaz, 
and Jibbz Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/HellaSaucey. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

w/ The Earl Brothers Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15, shelbyashpresents.net. 
Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751-1122, 
theploughandstars.com. 

w/ DJ K-Os Wed., Dec. 

31, 9:30 p.m., $45 advance. Boom Boom Room, 

1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673-8000, boom- 

boomblues.com. 

w/ Lee Douglas, Solar, Galen, 

Jackie House, Josh Cheon, Robot Hustle Wed., Dec. 

31, 10 p.m., $25-$40. Gray Area Art & Technology 

Theater, 2665 Mission, San Francisco, 843-1423, 
grayarea.org. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $20+ advance. 

Vessel, 85 Campton, San Francisco, 433-8585, 
vesselsf.com. 


DJs Hector & Shabazz Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ 





w/ Derek Plaslaiko, Dave Aju, Secret Studio (Tyrel 
Williams & Bai-ee), Bob Campbell, J.P. Soul, Jason 
Greer, Mike Bee, Joel Conway Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$15+ advance, housepitalitysf.com/nye-2015. F8, 
1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192, feightsf.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, $100 
(includes dinner). Zingari, 501 Post, San Francisco, 
885-8850, zingari.com. 
w/ Nyves Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40. Slim's, 333 
Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333, slimspresents.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $75-$95 
for prix fixe dinner menu. Cafe Claude, 7 Claude, San 
Francisco, 392-3505, cafeclaude.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., 
$65- $95, Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San 
Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 


w/ Dynamig & J-Santy Wed., Dec. 31, 

9) p.m. The Parlor, 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
775-5110, theparlorsf.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35+ advance, 

leadelarialive.eventbrite.com. Castro Theatre, 429 

Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


w/ DJ Midnight, The Les, Brian V, DJ Irry Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $35+ advance. The Cellar, 685 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 441-5678, cellarsf.com. 

Wed., 


Dec. 31,8 p.m., 60-5110, SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 


San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 
w/ DJs Olga T, Marcella, and Edaj Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $15 (or $25 per couple), facebook. 
com/MANGOSF. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 
282-3325, elriosf.com. 
w/ DJ Mike Biggz 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., 
San Francisco, 863-6623, studsf.com. 
w/ DJ Jared-F 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, matrixnye2015. 
eventbrite.com. MatrixFillmore, 3138 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 563-4180, matrixfillmore.com. 
[ w/ J-Boogie, DJ Pleasure- 
maker, Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m., $30-$60. Public Works, 161 Erie, San Francisco, 
932-0955, publicsf.com. 
w/ 


advance, sfnightlife.com. Terra, 511 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 896-1234, terrasf.com. 


w/ The Shitones Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30, mermen. 


net. Park Chalet Garden Restaurant, 1000 Great 
Highway, San Francisco, 386-8439, parkchalet.com. 
Dance party 
aboard the Merlot Commodore yacht. Wed., Dec. 
31, 8:30 p.m., $235+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 
18+ party with DJs Magic Matt 
and Stewie Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $29+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. City Nights, 715 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 339-8686, sfclubs.com. 
w/ Click Click, The Lovemakers, 
DJ M3, Richie Panic, Corey Sizemore, Shiny Objects, 
Lisbona, Papa Lu, Mozhgan, Tasho, Cole, Alvaro Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $20-$40. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San 
Francisco, 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 
| Dance 
party aboard the San Francisco Spirit. Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $169+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Horn- 
blower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco, 788-8866, 
hornblower.com. 
w/ SNR Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 


$100-$150 advance (or $30-$50 for after midnight 


admission). Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, San Francisco, 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 
w/ Tragedy, Author & Punisher, Kowloon 
Walled City Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $41. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750, 
slimspresents.com. 
w/ Elite Force, Lee Coombs, 
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~O{KINK.com 


PERFORMANCE BY 


The Scumfrog, Syd Gris, DJ Icon, Kimba, Dulce Vita, 
Drew Drop, The Klown, Eliki, MetaTek, Vau de Vire 
Society, much more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $60+ 
advance, newbohemianye.com. The Armory, 1800 
Mission, San Francisco, 677-0456, sfarmory.com. 
w/ DJ J-Fearless Wed., Dec. 
31,8 p.m., $45+ advance. Osha Thai Restaurant, 4 Em- 
barcadero, San Francisco, 788-6742, oshathai.com. 
is: Wed., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $120, wyliecharters.com. Pier 40, 
Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $150 (includes 
open bar). Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 
649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

w/ DJ Big Rich Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance, eswnewyears2015. 
eventbrite.com. Eastside West, 3154 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 885-4000, eswsf.com. 
ff: w/ David 


| ares. Ruben Mancias, and Will Reelsoul Ro- 


driguez Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20+ advance. 
Mercer, 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco, 938-7173, 
mercer-sf.com. 

Party 


7 aboard the Harbor Princess. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 


$189+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco, 673-2900. 

plus DJ 
Playboi and Yo Yolie Wed., Dec. 31, $25-$45+ advance. 
Manor West, 750 Harrison, San Francisco, 240-7558, 
manorwestsf.com. 

w/ Nick Wa- 
terhouse, Marc & The Casuals, The Cottontails, The 
Girl in the Fishbowl, more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $80. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 
474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

w/ DJ Durt & Siobhan 
Aluvalot Wed., Dec. 31,9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
LexingtonClub. Lexington Club, 3464 19th St., San 
Francisco, 863-2052, lexingtonclub.com. 
With DJ Basura. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $10. Blank Club, 44 S. Almaden, San 
Jose, 408-292-5265, theblankclub.com. 

With Cedric 
the Entertainer. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $59.75-$94.75. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510- 
465-6400, solace ile aeliley com. 

Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m. ile 2181 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-843-8277, 
Leslee com. 
w/ Eddy Navia & Pachamama 
Bail Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $125-$175 advance. 
Pachamama Restaurant, 1630 Powell, San Francisco, 
646-0018, pachamamacenter.org. 
1: Starring Marga 
Gomez, Diane Amos, and Betsy Salkind, with host 
Betty Pazmifio and DJ Page Hodel. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $35-$50. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., 
San Francisco, 641-7657, brava.org. 
With Orquesta La 
Moderna Tradicion. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$35. 
La Pena Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 
510-849-2568, lapena.org. 
| Party 
aboard the Royal Prince. Wed., Dec. 31, 9:45 p.m., 
$179+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco, 673-2900. 
w/ DJ K-Mac Wed., 


| nee 31,9 p.m. $354 advance, sfnightlife.com. Julia 


Morgan Ballroom, 465 California, San Francisco, 
421-7730, juliamorganballroom.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 

9:30 p.m. Cafe Van Kleef, 1621 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-763-7711, cafevankleef.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $65+ advance, nye2015insf.eventbrite.com. 
Infusion Lounge, 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421-8700, 
infusionlounge.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$75+ advance, nye-harlot. 
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eventbrite.com. Harlot, 46 Minna, San Francisco, 
777-1077, harlotsf.com. 


| Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $35+ advance. Slide, 430 Mason, San Francisco, 
421-1916, slidesf.com. 

Wed., Dec. 
31, 7:30 p.m., $400-$450. Top of the Mark, One 
Nob Hill, 999 California, San Francisco, 616-6916, 
intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m. 50 Mason 
Social House, 50 Mason, San Francisco, 433-5050, 
50masonsocialhouse.com. 
w/ DJs FelNLove, Nick G, Feldy, 
Trevor Simpson, Crank, and D-Roc Wed., Dec. 31, 
9:30 p.m., $140+ advance (includes open bar), 
wsfnye2015.eventbrite.com. W San Francisco, 181 
Third St., San Francisco, 777-5300, starwoodhotels. 
com/whotels. 
| Dance party aboard the 
Chardonnay Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$250+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, Embar- 
cadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 


Nick Waterhouse, 
New Year's Eve at 
Bimbo's 365 Club 


w/ David Carvalho, DJ Split, 
Pacific Disco Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $149+ advance 
(includes open bar), crossroadsnightlife.com. Amer- 
icano Restaurant & Bar, 8 Mission, San Francisco, 
278-3700, americanorestaurant.com. 
i ) w/ 
DJs Sonny Phono and Bessed Drest Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $10. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 


i: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

w/ DJs Weapon, J-Trip, EZ, Dark- 
erdaze, Tech Minds, Kid Vicious, Thrawn, Spades, 
and more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $55+ advance, nye- 
cityhall2015.eventbrite.com. City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett, San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

ise: Dance party aboard the 

Pinot N Noir yacht. Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $225+ 

advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, Embarcadero at 
Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $55+ 

advance, sfnightlife.com. Renaissance Parc 55 

Hotel, 55 Cyril Magnin, San Francisco, 392-8000, 

Apeoegael 
w/ DJs K.C. & Gravity Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $25+ advance, nyesoiree2015.eventbee.com. 





Monroe, 473 Broadway, San Francisco, 772-9002, 
monroesf.com. 

w/ DJ Deft & Mahlae Balenciaga Wed., Dec. 

31, 8 p.m., $35 VIP advance, jceventssf.com. The Cafe, 

2369 Market, San Francisco, 621-4434, cafesf.com. 

Grand opening night of Heklina 

and D’Arcy Drollinger’s new SOMA nightclub and 

drag cabaret Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40. Oasis, 

298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 


All- ages benefit party with 

a ninball tourney, raffle, no-host bar, and midnight 

champagne toast. Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $25-$40. 

Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 Webster, Alameda, 
510-769-1349, pacificpinball.org. 

w/ Waterstrider, Blood Sister Wed., 


~ Dec. 31,10 p.m., $17-$20. Bottom of the Hill, 1233 17th 


St., San Francisco, 621-4455, bottomofthehill.com. 

w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U Wed., Dec. 31,9 

p.m., $20-$25. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

w/ Wonder Bread 5 Wed., 

Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $120+ advance (includes open bar), 

alistsf.com. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San 


Naj Jamai 


Francisco, 397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 
w/ Marjikeze Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m. Winters Tavern, 1522 Francisco Blvd., Pacifica, 
650-355-6162, winterstavern.com. 
| Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $60 (or $110 per couple), plankoakland.com/ 
nye-extravaganza. Plank, 98 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-817-0980, plankoakland.com. 
18+ party with Armin Van Buuren, Bingo 
Players, Blake Jarrell, Firebeatz, The M Machine, 
W&W Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $50-$150+ advance, 
popnye.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $49.50-$65. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
548-3010, thefoxoakland.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40+ advance, puraclub. 


com. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 431- 
1200, 1015.com. 

w/ DJs Mikey Tan, Joshuah K, 
Rufio, and Luis Ynayan Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $98+ 
advance (includes open bar). Region, 139 Steuart, 
San Francisco, 896-1398, regionsf.com. 

w/ DJ Twin Spin Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$15-$25 advance, reminisce2015.brownpapertickets. 
com. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 
8521, slate-sf.com. 
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December 31st. 


\T"S GONNA BE A FUNKY NIGAT! 


PURCHASE YOUR NYE PACKAGE NOW 
at WWW.CONDORSF.COM 


includes Admission. Open Bar. 
Midnight Champagne Toast 
& Breakfast Buffet! 







Broadway & Columbus 
415.781.8222 www.condorsf.com 
@comdorsf #condorsf 
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Con Brio at UnderCover NYE 
2015 at Rickshaw Stop 








Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., free. The 
Riptide, 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 759-7263, 
riptidesf.com. 


NYE midnight 
screening for all your “Time Warp"’-ing celebra- 
tory requirements. Wed., Dec. 31, 11:59 p.m. Clay 
Theatre, 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

w/ DJ MK2 Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Rouge, 1500 Broadway, 
San Francisco, 346-7683, rougesf.com. 

w/ 
DJs Aykut, Kblo, Youssef, Santero, Dr. T. Nitro, 
and Kevin Armstrong Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $85+ 
advance, aykutevents.com. The Palace Hotel, 2 New 
Montgomery, San Francisco, 512-1111, sfpalace.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 
p.m., $20. Savanna Jazz Club, 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 285-3369, savannajazz.com. 
w/ Pretty 
Lights, Flying Lotus, Beats Antique, Lettuce, Bit Funk, 
Pumpkin, Motion Potion, Silent Frisco Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $95-$175+ advance (or $135+ advance for 
2-day pass), seaofdreamsnye.com. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 
w/ Fehrplay, Team No Sleep Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$60 advance, set-sf.com. Mighty, 
119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151, mighty119.com. 
w/ conductor 
Edwin Outwater, Seth MacFarlane, and Measha 
Brueggergosman Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $85-$195. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $99.50-$116.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 346-6000, thefillmore.com. 
| w/ DJs Tall Sasha, 
Jason Kwan, Ks Thant, and more Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $25+ advance. Supperclub San Francisco, 657 
Harrison, San Francisco, 348-0900, supperclub.com. 
w/ Hot Buttered Rum, 
James Nash Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$40. Leo's, 
5447 Telegraph, Oakland, 888-477-9288, clubleos. 
com. 
Dance party 
aboard the Fume Blanc Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 
7:30 p.m., $250+ advance. Pier 40, Embarcadero 
at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 
w/ Chromeo (DJ set), 
Kill Paris, Viceroy, Traviswild, Aaron Axelsen Wed., 
Dec. 31,9 p.m., $125+ advance, streetsofsfnye.com. 
Fort Mason, Fort Mason, San Francisco, 345-7500, 
fortmason.org. 
w/ Trails & Ways, Vin Sol Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., sold out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
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Jay Blakesburg 
San Francisco, 771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 
w/ Roy Davis 
Jr., Galen, Solar, J-Bird, more Thu., Jan. 1, 2 p.m., 
$10-$20. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 
625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 
w/ K-Maxx, The 
Pendletons, plus DJs Jon Blunck, Kirk Harper, and 
Jacob Pena Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $10-$20, face- 
book.com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 3223 Mis- 
sion, San Francisco, 550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $57.50-$60. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco, 
673-5716, theregencyballroom.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., free. Johnny 
Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 
954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 
w/ 3lau, Bright Lights, Panic 
City, Eric D-Lux Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ advance, 
templenye.com. Temple, 540 Howard, San Francisco, 
978-9942, templesf.com. 
w/ Scraper, Quaaludes Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $12-$15. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San 
Francisco, 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 
w/ Grit & Gold, The Vans Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 546-6300, hotelutah.com. 
w/ North 
Mississippi Allstars Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $49.50- 
$96.50 advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, San 
Francisco, 877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 
) w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Chelsea Starr Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20, uhaulsf.com. Neck of the Woods, 406 
Clement, San Francisco, 387-6343, neckofthe- 
woodssf.com. 
w/ Con Brio, Midtown Social, 
Will Magid (DJ set + trumpet) Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$30-$40 advance, undercoverpresents.com. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 
| Wed., Dec. 31, 8:30 
p.m. Lou's Fish Shack, 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
771-5687, lousfishshacksf.com. 
w/ DJs Majestichris, Tee 
Jay Macks, and Static Wed., Dec. 31, $25+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. The Factory, 525 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 538-7977. 
w/ Haywyre, Freddy Todd, Kool A.D., 
Boats, Intellitard, Humpfree Lowgart, Krakinov 
Wed., Dec. 31, $27-$35, facebook.com/wormholesf. 
The New Parish, 579 18th St., Oakland, 510-444- 
1474, thenewparish.com. 


"5: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 


p.m., $20. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 
970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 
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Where some see barley, 
he sees The Balvenie. 


ROBBIE GORMLEY. MALTMAN AT 
THE BALVENIE FOR 39 YEARS. 


Barley’s secrets are second nature to him. 
Turning the seed on time so it germinates 
evenly. Scasoning with cnough peat in the 
kiln, Knowing when the grain’s ready, just 
by looking. Kept in his constancy, ts the 
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RUTH DOE, D.V.M. 
EST. 1975 


We Want to Be 
Your Cat’s 
Veterinarian 


Full service hospital 
offering the following: 


¢ Internal Medicine 
e Dentistry 
e Surgery 
e Boarding 
¢ Grooming 


FREE EXAM 
FOR NEW CLIENTS! 


1540 CALIFORNIA ST. 
415-776-6122 


IY 6 sii hae XOY- WAY G0) 2917 
SAT 8:30AM-5PM 
NOBHILLCATCLINIC.COM 


Nobody said you 
had to be a 


GOOD 
SANTA! 





WWW.COSTUMESONHAICHT.COM 
735 HAIGHT, SF - 415-621-1356 
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ORIGINS OF ADDICTION 


’ Bad Trip 


By Lily Janiak 


The truest moment in The 
Complete History of Comedy (abridged) 
isn’t when the three performers kick one 
another in the balls (or, as they might 
prefer to call them, “nards”), tell dead 
baby jokes, or make convincing parallels 


between the sitcom Friends and the plays 


of Anton Chekhov. Rather, it’s when 
Austin Tichenor, also one of the show’s 
writers/directors, takes the stage alone, 
with a ukulele, and sings the names of all 
the comedians throughout history 
whom he loves. 

This moment isn't funny; few of 
the show’s moments are, which is 
unfortunate for a play about comedy. 
But the scene does get at the heart of 
what motivates the Reduced Shake- 
speare Company — whose founding 
members, not the performers seen 
here, created the giddy and genuinely 
humorous hit, The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare (abridged) — to 
perform something both so tired and 
so amateur (and so strange at Marin 
Theatre Company, normally one of the 
region's highest-quality playhouses). 
They are in love with comedy and its 
visionary geniuses, and they want to 
share that love. 

Tichenor, his co-writer and -di- 
rector Reed Martin, and performer 
Dominic Conti demonstrate decent ac- 
ademic knowledge of the form as they 
present its history chapter by chapter, 
citing such seminal texts as Henri 
Bergson’s Laughter and Freud’s Jokes 
and Their Relation to the Unconscious, 
distinguishing the terms “parody” and 
“satire,” and speeding through what 
feels like a Wikipedia-researched lec- 
ture on commedia dell’arte. 

But it’s hard to share in the perform- 
ers’ enthusiasm for comedy when they 
are so un-comedic themselves. Part 
of the problem is that the material is 
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historical, meaning the jokes are old: 
Polish jokes, pie gags, clumsy imitations 
of Eddie Murphy. But even when they 
are original and clever, they ruin their 
own jokes. Calling Fox News a “white 
minstrel show,” for instance, could have 
been delicious, but the show’s patter is 
so ponderous that the punchline is clear 
two beats before it’s said. 

The Complete History of Comedy 
(abridged) lives up to its name only 
when the performers recruit volun- 
teers from the audience for an improv 
sketch. It’s not that the three are 
terribly gifted improvisers, but they 
excel in commenting on how bad the 
scene is going with the inept in tow. 
One only wishes they could apply that 
talent to the rest of the show. 


Dominic Conti in The Complete 
History of Comedy (abridged). 
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Superheroes, a world premiere writ- 
ten and directed by Sean San Jose at the 
Cutting Ball Theater, has similarly 
sweeping ambitions. In chronicling the 
crack cocaine epidemic of the ’80s and 
"90s, it seeks to reframe the troubled 
souls outside the theater — a particu- 
larly colorful block of the Tenderloin — 
as prey not of an abstract system but of 
real, relatable people who purposely 
sought to plunder their wallets, bodies, 
and souls. 

San Jose’s kaleidoscopic, kinetic 
production showcases the problems 
of a society besieged by drugs. In this 
movement-heavy production, the en- 
semble enters the stage embodying the 
Platonic ideal of cool. To watch these 
drug lords (Juan Amador, Myers Clark, 
and Ricky Saenz) strut their stuff is to 
observe a deeply compelling case for 
hip-hop dance as one of the pinnacles 
of human achievement. And seeing the 
gliding bodies descend into spasmodic 
fits shows the epidemic’s tragedy in a 
newly visceral, newly nauseating light. 

But Superheroes is not merely a 
dance performance, and its attempts 
at character and story are much more 
half-baked. Particularly egregious is 
the character of Aparecida, the report- 
er (Delina Patrice Brooks). Her attempt 
to investigate the CIA’s and DEA’s roles 
in the epidemic supposedly motivates 
the play, but before long she’s no more 
than a narrator, simply calling out the 
date and the setting of each scene. 
While Brooks does manage to make 
her character’s observation interesting 
— she is resigned but vigilant, hollow 


Chase Ramsey 


Britney Frazier (left) and Delina 
Patrice Brooks in Superheroes. 


but burning with rage — she shouldn't 
be more compelling than what she’s 
watching. 

It doesn’t help that the smooth 
talkers and con men we observe 
through her journalistic gaze seem to 
be so in love with the sound of their 
jive that they never develop the story 
beyond its broad contours. They get 
a cool idea for how to sell drugs by 
vertically integrating their industry (a 
real-life scheme chronicled by San Jose 
Mercury News journalist Gary Webb in 
the book Dark Alliance), and they make 
a lot of money. If you don’t know any- 
thing about the history of the crack ep- 
idemic, you probably won't learn much 
here. With scene after scene of abstrac- 
tion, the rousing energy of characters’ 
insistence on their own cool starts to 
fade; it starts to feel like the characters 
dance so much only to cover the holes 
in a threadbare story. 

And this story should feel anything 
but threadbare. 


The Complete History of Comedy 
(abridged) 

Through Dec. 21 at Marin Theatre 
Company, 397 Miller Ave., Mill 
Valley. $37-$58; 388-5208 

or marintheatre.org 


Superheroes 

Through Dec. 21 at the Exit on Taylor, 
277 Taylor St., S.F. $10-$50; 525- 
1205 or cuttingball.com 
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HOT HOLIDAYS 


Best Hotels for Suite Sex 


Whenever I go into a hotel 
room, I compulsively fill my purse with 
the tiny toiletries from the bathroom. 
Strong-smelling soaps wrapped in 
brown paper, lavender-scented 
shampoo with a wax seal on the cap — 
they’re like little souvenirs. I have a bit 
of a love affair with hotels, and luckily 
in my line of work, I get to spend a lot 
of time in them. The crisp white sheets, 
room service breakfast in bed, turn- 
down service — what's not to love? 
Moreover, hotel sex is awesome. 
Knowing that someone else is going 
to wash the sheets, and I’ll never have 
to look that person directly in the 
eye, inspires me to get seriously filthy 
when I get down in a hotel room. So 
this holiday season, when you're over 
being inside your own house because 
it is filled with ornaments and rela- 
tives, try a sexy staycation in 
one of my favorite Bay 
Area haunts. 


The Hotel 
Triton is just a 
stone’s throw 
away from the 
ornate Drag- 
on’s Gate en- 
trance to Chi- 
natown. ‘This 
place is full 
of the eclectic 
whimsy the city 
is known for. 

It boasts a Tech- 
nicolor decorating 
palette as well as celeb- 
rity-themed rooms. Both 
Jerry Garcia and Kathy Griffin 
have suites that they supposedly dec- 
orated — though I just can’t see an 
aging Jerry Garcia caring that much 
about curtains and dust covers. 

I first encountered the Hotel 
Triton while filming a custom 
porno for a fan. We were looking 
for something that had a David 
Bowie vibe to it (not joking), but 
they don’t, as of yet, have a Bowie 
suite. We made do with a room that 
included a yellow-submarine-hued 
headboard and wallpaper covered in 
Jack Kerouac prose. The staff didn’t 
ask too many questions about the 
scenes we shot in the lobby, and no 
one complained about the incredibly 
loud porno sex we had in the room, 
though the bellhop did wink at me on 
my way out the door. Depending on 
the season, a night here will set you 
back around 500 clams. 342 Grant 
Ave., S.F., 394-0500, hoteltriton.com. 
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The Berkeley City Club is more 
than just a fancy place to rest your 
head for the evening: It’s a piece of 
California history. Built in 1929 and 
designed by renowned architect Julia 
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Morgan, of Hearst Castle fame, it 
definitely lives up to its nickname 
as a ‘little castle” tucked into the 
heart of the East Bay. The Gothic 
stone archways and wrought-iron 
window details truly make it seem 
like you have stepped back in time. 
Swimming caps are required in the 
exquisite tiled pool, and all the doors 
are opened with real brass keys — 
not a plastic key-card reader in sight. 
Even though the room itself has a 
little too much of a grandma vibe, the 
overall haunted feel of the antique 
rooms makes it a great backdrop 
for creepy BDSM role play. Rooms 
range between $175-$300, and 
breakfast in the fancy dining room is 
included. 2315 Durant Ave., Berkeley, 
(510) 848-7800, 
berkeleycityclub. 
com. 









Located at 
the top of Nob 
Hill, overlooking 
Alcatraz and the 

foggy Golden 
Gate, the 
Fairmont 
harks back 
to early- 
20th-century 
opulence. It is 
my biggest San 
Francisco hotel 
crush. Opened 
in 1907 just after 
the earthquake, the 
Fairmont has been 
known as the White House 
of the West because nearly every 
U.S. president since William Taft has 
stayed there. But my favorite part 
of the Fairmont isn’t the Rococo tea 
room or the white-gloved valets: 
It’s the over-the-top Tiki bar in the 
basement. The Tonga Room, opened 
in 1945, is the perfect blend of class 
and kitsch. It houses a pirate ship 
dance floor, a lagoon with a floating 
band, and an indoor rainstorm 
(don’t worry, only the lagoon gets 
rained on). I spent one of the silliest 
appointments of my life there 
straining to see and hear my client 
over the giant mai tai in front of 
me and the deafening luau music. 
Rooms at this San Francisco gem cost 
anywhere from $450 for a basic room 
to $4,000 for the 23rd-floor Fairmont 
suite with a wraparound view. 950 
Mason St., S.F., 772-5000, fairmont. 
com/san-francisco. 





Enjoy your fuck-cation and please, 
grab a fancy soap from the bathroom 
for me. They make excellent stocking 
stuffers. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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The Hobbit: 
The Battle of the Five Armies 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday 
at the AMC Metreon 16 
and the AMC Van Ness 14. 
Not since Snakes on a Plane has a movie's ti- 
tle been so direct: Peter Jackson's The Hob- 
bit: The Battle of the Five Armies is just that, 
though considering the reduced role of 
Bilbo (Martin Freeman), a more strictly ac- 
curate title would be Five Armies Battle, and 
Also There’s a Hobbit. This is the shortest of 
Jackson’s six J.R.R. Tolkien films, and even 
then it’s overlong, stretching 60 minutes of 
story out to 144 minutes. That’s been the 
problem with this whole series, of course; it 
exists to provide big CGI spectacle, much of 
which is reduced to a murky eyesore by the 
3D. (I didn’t see it in High Frame Rate, but 
yikes, I can imagine.) The most interesting 
parts of The Battle of the Five Armies wind 
up being table-setting for The Lord of the 
Rings (hi, Galadriel!), if only because like 
the similar scenes in Revenge of the Sith, 
they evoke much better movies. Consider- 
ing the many fan edits of Star Wars pre- 
quels, here’s to hoping someone whittles 
The Hobbit series down into a proper movie 
— and they can start with the initially 
promising subplot about women taking up 
arms and joining the battle, which instead 
becomes an extended cross-dressing joke, 
complete with a “your slip is showing” gag. 
Boo, Peter Jackson. Sherilyn Connelly 
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National Gallery 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Last seen in these parts with the lauded 
At Berkeley, documentary grandmaster 
Frederick Wiseman now delves into one 
of the world’s greatest museums, a Lon- 
don institution housing seven centuries’ 
worth of art and several individuals re- 
sponsible for keeping it freely available 
for public observation. To report his aes- 
thetic and administrative findings, he'll 
just need 181 minutes of your time. For 
context, that’s nearly 40 minutes longer 
than the new Hobbit movie, safely de- 
scribed as more of a romp than this, al- 
though Wiseman might be said to share 
Peter Jackson’s eye for severed heads, 
which the National Gallery’s paintings 
contain in surprising abundance. (Pre- 
sumably none of them belong to Orcs.) 
Loping along, lacking an explicitly obvi- 
ous structure, Wiseman’s film at best ap- 
proximates the experience of drifting 
through the museum and crashing the 
occasional tour group when a guide’s lec- 
ture gets good, only eventually to feel the 
urge to move along and cover more 
ground while time allows. It also reveals 
the behind-the-scenes procedures of cu- 
ratorial discretion, including fretting over 
marketing strategies and the ever-en- 
croaching lowest common denominator 
of public taste. Wiseman always has been 


National Gallery or 
2 i ee Night at the Museum? 


The whole tale of Middle 
Earth, told in real time, 
now comes to an end. 


good at hanging around during meetings, 
gathering subtle behavioral information 
in addition to the copious discussions 
people have in order to make their insti- 
tutions work. In National Gallery, these 
parts could be shorter, whereas the star- 
ing-at-painting parts might benefit from 
being lengthened to allow for more sus- 
tained contemplation. By the time we're 
back outside, in the bustle of Trafalgar 
Square, it feels good to get a breath of 
fresh air. Jonathan Kiefer 


Night at the Museum: 
Secret of the Tomb 
Rated PG. Opens Friday at the AMC 
Metreon 16 andthe AMC Van Ness 14. 
Shawn Levy’s third and allegedly final 
Night at the Museum film is subtitled Se- 
cret of the Tomb even though we only 
briefly see a tomb. This is probably be- 
cause Goes to London isn’t nearly as mar- 
ketable, and Robin Williams’ Final 
Live-Action Performance would be too 
morbid. A sense of melancholy does hang 
over the shockingly not-terrible film, 
likely built into the script before anyone 
knew it would be Williams’ last movie. 
Storywise, night watchman Larry (Ben 
Stiller) travels to the British Museum 
with Teddy Roosevelt (Williams) and 
other historical exhibits to fix the magical 
doodad that grants them life, lest they all 
remain inanimate forever. Along for the 
ride is Larry’s boring son Nick (Skyler 
Gisondo) for a boring subplot about 
Larry not being able to let Nick become 
his own man, yawn. That stultifying plo- 
tline notwithstanding, Secret of the Tomb 
has all the CGI shenanigans one expects 
from this series — including a genuinely 
clever trip inside M. C. Escher’s Relativity 


y 


— anda running gay-panic joke which is 
not okay, but it’s most effective in its qui- 
eter moments. Unsurprisingly, some of 
the funniest lines are clearly improvisa- 
tions, and Williams gets in a few good 
ones. It ain't The Fisher King, but consid- 
ering how his career went, he could have 
had a much worse sign-off. SC 
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Prizes cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is 
unable to use his/her prize in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the 
responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors their employees and family 
members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! 
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FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


OPENING 


Pioneer It was recently in the news that Norway's 
decades-long oil boom is tapering off, which makes 
Erik Skjoldbjeerg’s film all the more timely. Set at 
the beginning of the boom, it’s sort of a Norwegian 
riff on Silkwood, taking place not long after the 
events of that movie and in a similarly working-class 
milieu. Petter (Askel Hennie) is a diver determined 
to reach the bottom of the Norwegian Sea, doing 
so under the aegis of the Norwegian government 
as well as American oil interests. When things go 
awry on a dive and Petter’s brother Knut (André 
Eriksen) dies, Petter becomes obsessed with solving 
the mystery, uncovering a conspiracy made all the 
more dangerous by the fact that he may be suffering 
from brain damage and can no longer quite trust 
his own grasp on reality. In addition to harkening 
back to older American thrillers, Pioneer is about 
a time when a new flush of resources and money 
changed Norway's national character. Then again, 
on two separate occasions, a female scientist by the 
name of Pia (Ane Dahl Torp) gets flashed by male 
crew members — including Petter, the hero — and 
it’s not considered any big deal. In other words, even 
before the influx of wealth, Norway was already 
displaying some of America’s worst tendencies. (SC) 


ONGOING 


A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night Ana Lily Amirpour’s 
fantastic A Girl Walks Home at Night is being pro- 
moted as “‘the first Iranian Vampire Western,” an 
accurate if somewhat reductive description, since 
there’s so much more going on. In the industrial 
wasteland of Bad City — Taft, Calif., standing in for 
Iran, with echoes of Jim Thompson's underworld 


Exodus: Gods and Kings 


of El Rey — a chador-wearing, skateboard-riding 
vampire known as the Girl (Sheila Vand) stalks the 
various criminals and lowlifes that populate the 
town, at least when not dancing to her favorite 
jams in her apartment. Things change when she 
finds herself falling for a sensitive young man 
named Arash (Arash Marandi), and while the love 
story is not without its touching moments, the 
story ultimately isn't as important as the mood 
and relentless cleverness on display. (Amirpour 
can also direct the heck out of a cat.) Like so many 
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debut films, A Girl Walks Home at Night wears its 
influences on its stripey sleeve, and Amirpour'’s 
acknowledged fondness for Sergio Leone and 
David Lynch is evident in the striking widescreen 
black-and-white cinematography, Bad City's stark 
suburban decay also recalls Jim Jarmusch’s 
Stranger Than Paradise. And speaking of whom, 
with all due respect to Jarmusch’s recent work, 
Amirpour's A Girl Walks Home at Night is the best 
vampire film of the year. (SC) 


The Babadook It's insidious how we've been trained 


to concede that the ascendancy of badass action 
babes has been a boon to female-driven movies. As 
if all driving a movie really requires is keeping one 
shiny mid-calf boot pressed firmly on the gas. As 
if physical toughness, usually of a sort that defies 
physics anyway, should be the end-all. On this front, 
maybe action movies can't be helped. Horror, on 
the other hand, still has great possibilities, as 
writer-director Jennifer Kent's debut resoundingly 
suggests. A weary, widowed single mom (Essie 
Davis) fends off some deeply shady bogeyman who 
seems to have sprung directly from the possibly 
damaged mind of her own unruly first-grader 
(Noah Wiseman), or from her own. That takes 
real toughness: the human kind. Kent has a good 
handle on tried-and-true suspense techniques, 
well articulated creep-outs, and sardonic humor, 
but her coup is characterization. Faced with a 
home- (and mind-) invasion by a sinister children's 
book, this heroine, neither hapless and soulless 
nor just another uncomplicated ass-kicker, is 
bereaved, exhausted, at the end of her rope, and 
summoning her last resources, some of which turn 
out to be ferocious. At times she seems like both 
of the parents from The Shining rolled into one. 





In other words, there are legitimate terrors here 
— legitimate because, as any bleary-eyed parent 
will verify, they come from a real and terrible place. 
And for those who do enjoy at least some defiance 
of natural laws, The Babadook has that too. (JK) 


Exodus: Gods and Kings Here's a great escape for 


you. The ancient tale of Israelites throwing off 
Egyptian slavery is foundational to human theology, 
and this movie about it certainly is escapist: None 
of its major roles — those would be the prophet 
Moses (Christian Bale), the pharaoh Ramses 


(Joel Edgerton), and the queen Tuya (Sigourney 
Weaver) — went to people of color. If it makes you 
feel better, the queen's barely in the movie anyway; 
this being a Ridley Scott picture, manliness is of the 
essence. As action hero and vainglorious despot, 
respectively, Bale and Egerton both are fun to 
watch, and what a nice touch that it falls to Ben 
Kingsley, ever persuasive in matters of Jew rescue, 
to inform our Moses that he too is a Hebrew, witha 
solemn duty. God, in the form of some precocious 
archly British 10-year-old thespian, handles the rest. 
Maybe the best thing to say for this presentation is 
that it has a good working knowledge of relentless 
plagues. In addition to the blood, bugs, frogs, boils, 
locusts, darkness, and dead babies, Scott's movie 
manages to assert that all our battling-hordes 
tedium in recent big-screen storytelling actually 
has biblical roots. Well, okay. The 3D seems more 
like a concession than an inspiration, and the CGI is 
so aesthetically familiar that even the parting of the 
Red Sea, while framed up with here’s-what-you've- 
been-waiting-for solicitude, feels perfunctory. A 
more enjoyable effect is simple and aural — the 
tendency of Moses’ sword to schwing with even 
the slightest movement. (JK) 


Foxcatcher So now we know what happens when the 


too-eccentric millionaire heir to a dynasty of chem- 
icals herds guileless young men into his basement 
for some competitive grappling. In retrospect it 
surely was a red flag when John Du Pont, seeking 
to redeem a fallen 1980s America through Olympic 
wrestling, brought his pistol into the practice room 
— every coach has his own methods, of course, but 
Foxcatcher takes pains to reiterate that some are 
unsustainable. The director is Bennett Miller, of 
Capote and Moneyball, here earnestly spinning a 
true-crime yarn into a very serious picture indeed. 
Most significant of Du Pont’s hopefuls were the 
Schultz brothers, Mark and Dave, played by Chan- 
ning Tatum and Mark Ruffalo with the right body 
language for a fine duet of oafish credulousness. It 
seems like a key expository detail that after a few 
minutes of these two quietly throwing each other 
around on the mat, Dave is the one who asks for a 
hug. As Du Pont, in distracting makeup, Steve Carell 
turns his discipline for about-to-pop stillness to 
tragic instead of comic purposes. That means a lot 
of ghoulish lingering, and processing the assertion 
from a formidably chilly mother (Vanessa Redgrave) 
that wrestling is a “low” sport. It being sometimes 
a silly sport is a fact that all involved in Foxcatcher 
seem unwilling to admit, so Tatum’s dutiful prestige 
performance, in particular, misses out on his flair 
for the self-deprecating goof. Meanwhile, though 
nobody will notice come awards time, Anthony 
Michael Hall, as a muted Du Pont functionary, does 
some of the best and least affected acting in the 
whole movie. (JK) 


Horrible Bosses 2 This inchoate, shruggingly offensive 


revenge fantasy reunites the proven stooge trio 
of Jason Bateman, Charlie Day, and Jason Sudekis 
for a gone-wrong entrepreneurial scheme. There 
is some promise in the idea that the survivors 
of a movie called Horrible Bosses should spend 
their sequel going into business for themselves 
— which, as per formula, also means undertaking 
a hapless criminal escapade — but this movie is a 
string of broken promises. Taken advantage of by 
aruthless, super-rich investor (Christoph Waltz), 
the three former working stiffs decide to kidnap 
his spoiled-rotten son (Chris Pine), who then 
takes advantage of them as well. Director Sean 
Anders and his co-writer John Morris seem to 
have tag-teamed an effort to dredge the bottom 
of the comedy barrel, with character logic and 
consistency all but abandoned in search of usable 
riffs. So it’s a stew of throwaways, too few of them 
funny, with a palpable collective effort to keep 
the common denominator low. Tastelessness can 
be a virtue, but witlessness doesn’t help. The 
end-credits blooper reel includes a moment where 
Jennifer Aniston smilingly confesses that she just 
can’t bring herself to say whatever's been asked 
of her. It's okay; by then she’s said enough. (JK) 
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The Imitation Game From breaking Nazi codes and 


basically winning World War II, British mathematician 
Alan Turing pretty much invented the computer and 
modern-day artificial intelligence. Then he was 
chemically castrated for being gay, and poisoned 
to death with cyanide — either suicide or murder, 
depending who you ask. Last year the Queen granted 
Turing a posthumous pardon, but nothing really says 
“we're sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch playing 
him in a posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller, with 
Matthew Goode and Keira Knightley among his fellow 
cryptographers. Officially The Imitation Game was 
sourced from Andrew Hodges' book Alan Turing: The 
Enigma, but it reads more as a calculated mashup 
of recognizable Cumberbatch events — Sherlock 
meets Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy — probably because 
screenwriter Graham Moore also wrote a novel called 





The Sherlockian, and director Morten Tyldum also 
made the zippy 2011 Norwegian thriller Headhunters. 
Here the brilliant but unsociable hero is a man of 
tensely over-calibrated poise, perpetually grieving 
the beloved boyhood classmate whose name his 
codebreaking contraption would come to bear. In one 
scene, the forcible turning off of Turing's machine 
recalls that explosive confrontation with the uptight 
EPA regulator in Ghostbusters, except without being 
funny. Eloquent if not quite a-ha clever, and slightly 
more mawkish than morally serious, The Imitation 
Game gives Turing his due, but only partially. Not 
entirely on purpose, it reminds us that decoding 
something — in this case, a life — isn’t just a matter 
of spelling it out. (JK) 


Point and Shoot As straight men reluctantly cede 


dominance of the culture, the definition of mas- 
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culinity has become increasingly diffuse. Marshall 
Curry's documentary Point and Shoot considers one 
fellow's attempt to become a man, whatever that 
may mean. Realizing that he was a bit of a loser for 
spending most of his time in the basement playing 
videogames — and that the longer he avoided the 
real world, the less likely he was to become his 
childhood hero Indiana Jones — young Baltimore 
native Matthew VanDyke decided to give himself 
a “crash course in manhood” by filming himself 
riding a motorcycle across northern Africa. (And 
rechristening himself Max Hunter, obviously.) The 
majority of the movie is culled from the hundreds 
of hours of footage VanDyke shot, especially when 
his bromance with a “Libyan hippie” leads him to 
take up arms in the revolution against Gaddafi. 
And what boy doesn’t want to be a big man witha 
gun? That we know VanDyke survived unscathed 
doesn't make Point and Shoot any less tense, as 
he makes one inexplicable, testosterone-driven 
choice after another. Indeed, the secret hero of the 
film may well be his girlfriend Lauren back home, 
who should be granted sainthood for her patience 
as her boyfriend fights in other people's wars to 
figure who he is. (SC) 
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The Theory of Everything While gradually becoming a 


prisoner in his own body due to Lou Gehrig's disease, 
young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking found true 
love and theorized a black hole at the beginning of 
time. Ah, time — that precious stuff he seemed to 
be running out of, just as he was onto something. 
And by something we mean everything. Hawking's 
formula for longevity: gumption, a good heart, 
and a rather profound infinity-awareness. This is 
verifiable via his books, but of course the enclosures 
of scientific rigor are less entertaining than staged 
(and screened) triumphs of the spirit, or the mind. 
In director James Marsh's gauzy and chastely rever- 
ential movie, an obvious awards-season showpiece, 
Eddie Redmayne relishes the physically challenging 
role of Hawking, carefully bending himself through 
a progression of wheelchairs from Cambridge in the 
‘60s toward the gnarled, impish, computer-voiced 
transglobal keynoter we all know and love today. 
Felicity Jones is equally well cast as his dutiful but 
only human wife, Jane, whose memoir Anthony 
McCarten’s script adapts. There's a so-what factor 
here, which is disappointing given all the work 
Redmayne put in, and the movie's proclamation of 
scope, but maybe that’s just what you get when it 
all starts with a black hole. (JK) 


Wild Cheryl Strayed chose her last name, figuring the 


many meanings of the word “strayed” to be her 
heritage. It was she who, beloved for her candor 
and compassion, wrote the Rumpus advice column 
“Dear Sugar.” Also, one time, to work through some 
heavy stuff, she hiked 1,100 miles of the Pacific Crest 
Trail by herself. Wild is the movie of the bestselling 
book that hike begat. Jean-Marc Vallée directs, from 
a Nick Hornby script, which is all well and good, but 
maybe also a little disappointing if you think too 
much about how this humbly literate prospectus 
of feminist gumption apparently couldn't reach the 
big screen without ultimately getting handed off to 
a team of men. You might quarrel with the choice 
of Reese Witherspoon in the lead role, too, but it’s 
consistently clear that the material means a lot to 
her. Laura Dern, as Cheryl's mother, is expectedly 
spry, and Gaby Hoffmann, as a close friend, registers 
warmly if too infrequently. Meanwhile, the casting 
of the lesser-knowns, those necessarily itinerant 
minor players, is absolutely spot on — they all 
seem like real human beings, which helps a lot if all 
they're here to do is teach our heroine things about 
herself. Much attention also has been paid to editing 
and sound design, which adds turbulent layers of 
memory into her present-tense perseverance, but 
the effect seems sometimes like overstatement. 
That Strayed’s odyssey appears neatly timed to 
conclude with newfound self-acceptance is mostly 
just a function of how movies like this need to 
work. It is another survival story, after all, but an 
affectingly delicate one. (JK) 
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FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Queer Rebel Productions: 
Ancient Future: Periwinkle Cinema hosts the Queer 
Rebels for a showcase of experimental short 
films by queer and trans people of color, including 
works by the Black Salt Collective, Celeste Chan, 
Laura Kim, Monely Soltani, Wizard Apprentice, and 
more. Wed., Dec. 17, 8 p.m. $7-$10. facebook.com/ 
PeriwinkleCinema. Moments of Being: An Evening of 
Sound & Film Performances: Featuring experimental 
audio by Ensemble Economique, Maria Horn & Kali 
Malone, and Sky Madden, plus visuals by John 
Davis and Paul Clipson. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m. $10. 
CCSF Directing Class 2014: Screenings of final film 
projects by students from the CCSF Department of 
Cinema’s Motion Picture Directing class. Fri., Dec. 
19, 7:30 p.m. $4. Other Cinema: Avant to Live: ATA's 
resident fringe film series closes out its season with 
new experimental works by John Davis, Robert 
Edmondson, Josh Harper, Linda Scobie, and many 
more. Sat., Dec. 20, 8:30 p.m. $7. othercinema.com. 
992 Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Jingle Bell Rocks!: This holiday 
documentary invites you to meet a group of music 
collectors who seek some of the rarest records of 
them all: Christmas music that doesn’t suck. Thu., 
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. $7.50-$10. 3630 Balboa, San 
Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Castro Theatre. Noir City Xmas: Eddie Muller hosts 
a distinctly unjolly Christmas double feature: 0. 
Henry's Full House (1952) — an anthology pairing 
five directors with five short scripts dealing with 
crime, poverty, illness, and, in a very ironic way, 
the spirit of holiday giving — and The Curse of the 
Cat People (1944), a peculiar winter's tale about 
a lonely young girl whose overactive imagination 
steers her toward tragedy. Wed., Dec. 17, 7 p.m. $10 
advance. noircity.com. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 
revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled by 
Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games 
and physical punishments, which features a dynamic 
movie duet between Miles Teller as a driven young 
conservatory jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons as his 
unreasonably abusive teacher. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, 
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San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: The Polar 


Express: If you pay attention to either bad movies 
or uncanny valleys, you are likely already familiar 
with this Tom Hanks CGI debacle that employed 
the hottest technology of 2004 to render a kind- 
hearted story blood-chillingly scary. Sun., Dec. 21, 8 
p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, 
darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. The Imitation Game: 


After breaking Nazi codes, basically winning World 
War II, and pretty much inventing the computer and 
modern-day artificial intelligence, British mathe- 
matician Alan Turing was then chemically castrated 
for being gay and poisoned to death with cyanide. 
Last year the Queen granted Turing a posthumous 
pardon, but nothing really says “we're sorry” 
like Benedict Cumberbatch playing him in a posh, 
Oscar-hungry historical thriller. Daily. Birdman: In 
Alejandro Gonzalez Ifiarritu’s bold comment on the 
uncertain new frontier of performing arts, Michael 
Keaton plays the wounded, ambitious, has-been 
star of a superhero-movie franchise, now mounting 
his own Raymond Carver adaptation on Broadway. 
Daily. The Theory of Everything: In director James 
Marsh's gauzy and chastely reverential movie, Eddie 
Redmayne relishes the physically challenging role 
of young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending 
himself through a progression of wheelchairs from 
1960s Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, 
computer-voiced transglobal keynoter we all know 
and love today. Daily. Mr. Turner: Timothy Spall 
wields both a paintbrush and an eccentric, growling 
personality as he brings 18th century British artist 
J.M.W. Turner to life in Mike Leigh's acclaimed new 
biopic. Starting Dec. 19. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Off the Screen: Raw Science Film 


Festival: See the juried winners from this year's 
inaugural film fest sponsored by the RawScience. 
tv online network. Thu., Dec. 18, 7 p.m. $10-$15. raw- 
science.tv. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Zero Motivation: Being in 


the military includes the risk of getting killed by 
bombs or bullets. But there's also the possibility of 
dying a metaphorical death from the boredom and 
drudgery of administrative work, which is the war 
waged in Talya Lavie's swell female army comedy 


whose episodic structure favorably recalls Robert 
Altman's M*A*S*H — now and forever the gold 
standard of military comedies. Daily. Citizenfour.: 
The centerpiece of Laura Poitras’ new documentary 
about Edward Snowden is Poitras and journalist 
Glenn Greenwald interviewing Snowden in June of 
2013, where Snowden explains just how thoroughly 
our government violates the world's privacy. Though 
he disappears for much of the second half to go into 
exile, his presence remains — and if the film ends 
abruptly, that’s only because the real-life story is 
still far from over. Daily. A Girl Walks Home Alone at 
Night: There's nothing not to get excited about in 
this feature-length debut by Ana Lily Amirpour. Not 
only is it shot in glorious black and white, it’s also 
an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western (!!!), complete 
with Ennio Morricone-style music. If that doesn’t 
turn you on, you may already be dead. Daily. The 
Homesman: Packed with top-notch actors who 
probably didn't need to hear more than “a western 
directed by Tommy Lee Jones” to be convinced to 
play small roles, The Homesman is less of a revi- 
sionist western than it is a tone poem on just how 
unfair, miserable, and downright rapey life was on 
the frontier. Daily. National Gallery: Documentary 
grandmaster Frederick Wiseman delves into one of 
the world's greatest museums, a London institution 
housing seven centuries’ worth of art. To report 
his aesthetic and administrative findings, he'll 
need just 181 minutes of your time. Starting Dec. 
19. Daily. Pioneer: When things go awry and his 
brother dies, Norwegian deep-sea diver Petter 
(Askel Hennie) becomes obsessed with solving 
the mystery, uncovering a conspiracy involving 
powerful oil interests — one made all the more 
dangerous by the fact that he may be suffering from 
brain damage and can no longer quite trust his own 
grasp on reality. Starting Dec. 19. Daily. 601 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 777-3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Antarctica: A Year on Ice: The imagery 


in Anthony Powell's documentary is so stunning, it 
could function as a wordless, Qatsi-esque sensory 
experience. But Powell's film is as much about the 
people who live and work at Antarctica’s McMurdo 
Station as it is about the beauties and terrors of 
their environment, and is all the stronger for it. 
Most of us will never make it to the bottom of our 
planet, so Antarctica: A Year on Ice is as close as 
we'll get, and it’s worth the trip. Through Dec. 18. 
Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale: \f you learn one 
thing from this Scandinavian holiday adventure, 
let it be this: Do NOT fuck with Santa Claus. Wed., 
Dec. 17, 7 p.m. A Coppola Family Affair: In deep 
appreciation of the Roxie’s history and mission, one 
of cinema's royal families offers its support with a 
weekendlong benefit that includes films directed 
and produced by the Coppolas — Francis Ford’s 
Apocalypse Now, Eleanor’s Hearts of Darkness, 
Sofia's The Virgin Suicides, Roman's A Glimpse 
Inside the Mind of Charles Swan III, and Gia's Palo 
Alto — with amazing guest appearances before 
each screening. Dec. 19-21. $10-$50. 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Waves in 


Mexican Cinema: The YBCA shines a light on bur- 
geoning Mexican directors who do beautiful work 
in aless-is-more mode, including José Luis Valle’s 
economical, potent parable about bereavement, The 
Searches (Las busquedas) (Dec. 11 and 14); Nuria 
lbafiez's direct and wrenching documentary The 
Naked Room (El cuarto desnudo), which is simply 
a series of closeups of children and young teens 
telling therapists about their deeply troubled lives 
(Dec. 18 and 21); Aaron Fernandez's The Empty Hours 
(Las horas muertas), in which a teenage custodian 
takes up a relationship with one of the regulars in 
rent-by-hour roadside motel (Dec. 13 and 14); and 
Samuel Kishi Leopo’s We Are Mari Pepa (Somos Mari 
Pepa), about a crew of lanky adorable scamps who 
struggle to come up with even two punk songs that 
they can remember and actually play (Dec. 4, 6, and 
7). Thursdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
$8-$10. ybca.org/new-waves-mexican-cinema. 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Ghosts in 
the Machine 


We lost some big names this 
year (Joan Rivers, Robin Williams) but I 
want to shine a light on some of the oth- 
ers. Each of these people created some 
little ripple or beam that somehow en- 
hanced my TV-saturated brain and en- 
tertained us all. 


Let’s start with Sid Caesar (b. 
1922), the biggest name on the list. 
Your Show of Shows was the ’50s 
predecessor to Mad magazine and 
Saturday Night Live, skewering and 
satirizing people and pop culture all 
the way. Even the name itself was a bit 
over-the-top. Caesar hated one-liners, 
something unheard-of from an East 
Coast male comedian at the time. 

He pulled TV 
comedy variety 
shows out of 
their slapstick 
schtick and al- 
lowed the actors 
to experiment 
and improvise. 
He was good as 
Coach Calhoun 
in Grease, too, 
amirite? 


Arthur 
Rankin Jr. 
(b.1924) was 
one-half of Rankin-Bass, the produc- 
tion company that brought us all the 
best holiday TV specials, like Rudolph 
The Red-Nosed Reindeer and Mad Mon- 
ster Party, all done with puppets in 
stop-motion. Rankin called this style 
of animation “animagic” and got the 
idea from the old King Kong film that 
used the same techniques. 


Did you know that the original last 
name of James Garner (b. 1928) 
was Bumgarner? Go Giants! The po- 
litically active The Rockford Files star 
was even asked to run for governor of 
California in 1990, though he turned 
down the opportunity. He also claimed 
to be an avid pothead for more than 
50 years, which would also make him 
a great candidate. But he managed to 
do something that few actors can, and 
that is show up and just be himself in 
whatever role he was cast. “Give me a 
James Garner type! Masculine with- 
out being a dick, whip smart, anda 
little sneaky.” Even John Wayne called 
him the greatest American actor of 
his time. 


Clarissa Dickson Wright (b. 
1947) has the longest name of a 
woman you ve probably never heard 
of: Clarissa Philomena Aileen Mary 
Josephine Agnes Elise Trillby Louise 
Esmerelda Dickson Wright. She was 
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one of Two Fat Ladies, a fantastic Brit- 
ish cooking show that ended in ’99. 
Wright and her co-host would scoot 
through England on a motorcycle with 
a sidecar and fix people gnarly British 
meals: treacle, lard, deviled kidneys, 
liver in aspic, whatever was traditional 
and looked bloody awful. She was born 
into wealth but then lost it all due to 
drink, only to recover her sobriety and 
life and become a TV star. I can watch 
that show over and over and over. 


Before there was the thinking 
nerd’s Battlestar Galactica, there was 
the original "70s version, which was 
itself a ripoff of Star Wars. Maybe 
that’s why Harlan Ellison called its 
creator Glen A. Larson (b. 1937) 
“Glen A. Larceny.” The first Battlestar 
was not only stupid-looking (despite 
a million-dollar-per-episode budget!), 
but it was also supposed to be based 
on the principles of Lason’s Mormon 

faith. But his 
greatest gift to 
America was his 
short-lived ’80s 
creation Manimal, 
starring a posh 
English gent who 
could shapeshift 
into any animal he 
wanted as long as 
it was a panther or 
a hawk, since that’s 
what they had al- 
ready made special 
effects for, and that 
shit gets expensive. 
Coincidentally, James Garner claims 
in his autobiography that he punched 
Larson in the face for blatantly steal- 
ing plot material from The Rockford 
Files. No wonder The Duke approved. 


We can’t have an obit roundup 
without mentioning Bay Area radio 
legend Jim Lange (b. 1932). I still 
mourn the loss of cornball station 
KABL, but national TV viewers know 
him as the Jim Bakker-looking dude 
who hosted The Dating Game in the 
"70s. Wearing a velvet tuxedo and 
grinning through really bad dou- 
ble-entendres, Lange played up the 
kitsch like a boss. Apparently he 
was also supposed to chaperone the 
winners on their dates. That had to 
be weird. If you really want to see 
something freaky, go to YouTube, 
where you can see serial killer Rodney 
James Alcala “win” the thing. He’s on 
death row at San Quentin now, but he 
had already murdered by the time he 
appeared. (Lange never had to watch 
him sip red wine with the lady though, 
because she got the creeps from Alcala 
and backed out of the date. Phew.) 


And let us not forget Casey 
Kasem, Ann B. Davis, and Don 
Pardo. RIP friends. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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A SANDWICH T0 REMEMBER 





By Anna Roth 


I was in my 20s before I had a 
great latke. Before that, I'd eaten my 
share of them, but because I grew up in 
a non-Jewish family, the latkes were 
mostly provided by well-meaning teach- 
ers on classroom griddles or friends in 
college unsure of how to follow their 
grandmothers’ recipes: greasy, un- 
der-seasoned, often burnt on the out- 
side and raw in the middle. It tooka 
move to L.A. and visits to its famed 
Jewish delis to realize that, made cor- 
rectly, a latke is a wonderful thing. 

They make fabulous latkes at 
Wise Sons Jewish Deli, the Mission 
restaurant that is now, after two 
years of lines and crowds and Mark 
Zuckerberg sightings, finally serving 
dinner. These latkes, about the size 
of silver-dollar pancakes, are crisp on 
the outside and creamy within, and 
neither burned nor undercooked. 
They’re studded with onions that 
melt into the potatoes, and accom- 
panied by ramekins of housemade 
applesauce and sour cream. If you're 
looking for a break from the pep- 
permint, gingerbread, and eggnog 
overload that comes with this time 
of year, I suggest you work your way 
through a latke plate at dinner. But 
bring someone else so you can sample 
the other pleasures in store. 

For most of its existence, Wise 
Sons has been known for its sand- 
wiches. Big, meaty, totally delicious 
piles of pastrami, corned beef, 
smoked trout salad, and more on 
well-made rye bread. The duo behind 
Wise Sons, Evan Bloom and Leo 
Beckerman, started it as a pop-up 
at the Ferry Plaza Farmers Market, 
then moved to the 24th Street brick- 
and-mortar about two and a half 
years ago. San Francisco doesn't have 
many places for good pastrami and 
corned beef, and the deli doesn’t take 
reservations, so lines formed almost 
immediately. Word spread about the 
brunch — pastrami and eggs! challah 
French toast! — along with the burg- 
er, made with pastrami ground into 
the beef, and the pastrami cheese 
fries, like a Jewish spin on In-N-Out’s 
Animal-style fries. The chocolate bab- 
ka, liberally studded with bittersweet 
chocolate (superior to its cinnamon 
counterpart, though not by much), 
became the stuff of local legend. 

Though the duo always planned to 
serve dinner, it was put off in favor 
of other things, including opening 
a second Wise Sons location at the 
Contemporary Jewish Museum 
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in SOMA. But a few months back, 
evening meals finally started in the 
Mission. There are a few changes 
from lunch and brunch: table service 
instead of counter service, a new ros- 
ter of microbrews from the Presidio’s 
Fort Point Brewery, and a small menu 
of entrees tacked onto an abridged 
version of the lunch menu. 

Those three hearty latkes form one 
such entree, and are worth the trip 
alone. But there are 
also meatier options, 
like a plate of thinly 
sliced braised bris- 
ket, so soft you can 
cut it with a fork, 
with a thick layer 
of marbled fat that 
melts in the mouth. 


Wise Sons Jewish 
Delicatessen 

3150 24th St., 787-3354, 
wisesonsdeli.com 


a 


with the brisket were pretty boring 
on their own, and a seasonal spaghet- 
ti squash dish seemed to have more 
cheese than vegetable. But there are 
plenty of temples to produce in this 
town, and fewer that serve this brand 
of stick-to-your ribs cooking with 
such finesse. 

The dining room is a nice place 
to spend an hour or two, with its 
wall of old-fashioned family and bar 
mitzvah photos and 
handsome wood 
cafe tables. It was 
nearly empty at 
prime dinner hour 
on Friday, and 
seems to be still 
finding its niche. 
All of the dishes 


Latke plate $11 
Creamy, schmaltz- Bramedbrishecsa7, came out at once — 
mashed potatoes Reuben $13.75 salads, appetizers, 
come topped with Smoked trout salad $11 and entrees — but 
fried chicken skin Matzo ball soup $7 despite the hiccup, 


crumbles which 
make an already-in- 
dulgent side that 
much more so. A grilled cabbage 
wedge is accompanied by a pool of 
blue cheese and fried pastrami shav- 
ings — it’s even more decadent than 
the potatoes, but what the hell, it’s 
the holidays. 

In general, the vegetables were 
the weakest part of the meal: Ma- 
ple-horseradish turnips that came 
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service was brisk 

and attentive. I’m 

sure that when 
the neighborhood realizes they can 
get the sandwiches into the evening 
hours, things will change... 

...Because the sandwiches are still 
the main reason to go to Wise Sons, 
still the reason that it has its devoted 
cult following. Both the housemade 
pastrami and corned beef are thick- 
cut, laced with fat and tasting of meat 





Gabrielle Lurie 


Juicy braised brisket is one of 
many reasons to have dinner and 
not just lunch at Wise Sons Deli. 


more than brine; the tangy rye bread 
has a welcome bit of chew. Some 
complain that the sandwiches aren’t 
as fully loaded as the ones at the Can- 
ter’s and Katz’s of the world, but they 
also don’t send you into a near-coma 
after. I regularly dream about the 
Reuben, a grilled masterpiece of 
corned beef or pastrami with Russian 
dressing and sauerkraut that’s just 

a warm, messy delight (you can also 
order a vegetarian or vegan one made 
with smoked mushrooms). No. 19, a 
tribute to the great Langer’s Deli in 
L.A., is a cold version of the Reuben, 
but no less satisfying. Smoked trout 
salad has all the smoky tang of a 
whitefish salad with added dimension 
from the trout. I'd take it over tuna 
any day. 

Wise Sons also has a tasty rendi- 
tion of matzo ball soup, one of the 
best in town: golden, chickeny broth, 
studded with chunks of meat and 
carrots, and a light, soft matzo ball 
in the center. The menu warns that 
the soup is “probably not as good as 
your Bubbie’s,” but for those of us 
who grew up without Jewish grand- 
mothers, this is as good as it gets. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Enter the 
Doswaffle 


By Ferron Salniker 


I was somewhere between the 
American heartland and India while 
brunching at Juhu Beach Club last Sun- 
day. The fried eggs, bacon, potatoes, 
and slices of buttery pullman were all 
there. So were the flavors of India: the 
sour and hot chutneys, chai’s warming 
spices, and sweet mango coated with fi- 
ery chili powder. 

Chef-owner Preeti Mistry grew up 
in Ohio with parents raised in India, 
which explains why this unique dis- 
play of fusion not only tastes good, 
but feels authentic to the complex 
flavors of someone’s personal history. 
And when the cocktail menu launches 
next month, we can all drink an Indi- 
an-spiced Bloody Mary to that. 

Mistry, who opened the street-food 
inspired restaurant last year, has had 
plans to bring some heat to Temescal’s 
brunch scene since the beginning. 

But it was while shopping at East Bay 
Restaurant Supply where her eyes wan- 
dered from the crepe pans to the waffle 
machines, inspiring the staple of the 
Sunday brunch menu, the doswaffle. 

Dosa dough is made from a fer- 
mented lentil and rice batter, and its 
tangy taste is slightly more intense 
than a sourdough. When pressed into 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Indochine Vegan: Budget Vietnamese standby Sun- 
flower closed suddenly on Valencia last month, but 
the owners have opened this all-vegan restaurant next 
door. Expect a wallet-friendly, pan-Asian menu with 
everything from pho to curry to teriyaki “chicken.” 
508 Valencia, 701-0700, indochinevegan.com 

Mr. Holmes Bakehouse: Come for the Cruffin, a crois- 
sant-muffin hybrid, and California Croissant, stuffed 
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Brunch the Juhu Beach, 
Club way in Temescal: 


Ferron Salniker 


Belgian waffle form, the outside gets a 
similar crispiness to a dosa crepe but 
with a tender interior, like the steamed 
dumplings called idlis made with the 
same batter. It makes a fun base for a 
few different toppings: a classic waffle 
with sambar, masala potatoes, and 
coconut chutney; a herbed seasonal 
one with winter greens and butternut 
squash; and a chai-spiced waffle with 
nutella, brown sugar bananas, and car- 
damom whipped cream. 

The heaviest waffle is paired with 
green chili-spiced fried chicken (thank- 
fully just tender dark meat), sweet and 
spicy syrup, and black pepper butter. 
Gluten-free friends rejoice, the dosa 
waffles are all yours. 

There are several shareable starters 
on the menu and just a few non-waffle 
main dishes. Don’t miss the Hangover 
Cure — the colors in the saffron yellow 
rice, purple onions, and red chutney 
are alone enough to wake your sens- 
es. The bowl of bacon-fried rice, fall 
vegetables like butternut squash and 
Brussels sprouts, mango, herbs, and 
chutney topped with a sunnyside egg 
packs a double layer of heat from the 
chili-powder sautéed veggies and the 
hot sauce on top. 

Like its namesake, the Croque 
Memsahib doesn’t need much flair 
to win you over. Two fried eggs sit 
on chai-spiced, brown-sugar-bacon 
and melted jack cheese on a slice of 
pullman bread with a side of tamarind 
ketchup. There was a lightly dressed 
salad on the side, but the al- >> p46 


with nori, salmon, ginger, and wasabi; stay for the 
Tendernob cafe’s eminently Instagrammable pink 
neon sign that reads: “I got baked in San Francisco.” 
1042 Larkin, mrholmesbakehouse.com 

Seed + Salt: Vegan and gluten-free cafe in the Marina 
offers gf baked goods, healthy breakfast options, 
a wide assortment of salads, and more substantial 
dishes. 2240 Chestnut, 677-1440, seedandsalt.com 

Zoomaak: New Korean wine bar at Fillmore and Geary 
specializes in sweet rice wine and other, less common 
alcoholic beverages like the fermented makgollie. 
Small plates like Korean fried chicken abound. 1552 
Fillmore, 441-9299 
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Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


Pancakes 


SAN FRANCISCO 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
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KING OF NOOCDLES 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
www. mikkellerbar.com 


MUSIC 







Fresh Eats from p45 


most syrupy bacon and egg yolk would 
not let my fork and knife wander over. 
Brunch is served Sundays 11 a.m.- 
2 p.m. and reservations are accepted. 
A cocktail menu should be coming 
soon, but even when it does don’t miss 
the chai; it’s creamy, aromatic, gin- 
ger-spicy, and addictively sweet. 


Juhu Beach Club 
5179 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, (510) 
652-7350, juhubeachclub.com 


Teenage 
Beerland 


By Pete Kane 


When was the last time you 
fought with a friend over who got to play 
Arch Rivals first? When was the last time 
you even saw Arch Rivals, the ridiculous 
early-’90s “basketball” videogame that 
involves punching out your opponents? 
Did you lure them over to Millipede with 
promises of chicharrones and a craft 
soda? Probably not. 

If you head over to Brewcade, you 
can do just that. (You can also play Pac- 
Man, Ms. Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, Track 
and Field, and Willow. I was very curious 
about how someone adapted Ron How- 
ard’s unfairly obscure 1988 sorcery-fan- 
tasia flick, but the line to play was too 
long, so that will have to wait, enor- 
mous excitement notwithstanding.) 

Since people are at least nomi- 
nally there to consume beverages of 
some sort, it should be noted that 
Brewcade has an impressive 25 beers 
on tap (the usual Racer 5 and deeper 
cuts like Shallow Grave Porter) plus 
another 15 rotating brews. Because 
it’s a project from the team behind 
nearby Blackbird, there are low-octane, 
beer- and wine-based cocktails, as 
well as Stumptown Coffee on tap and 
lots of sodas from the Fizzary, such 
as Bruce Cost Fresh Ginger Ale, Dad’s 
Blue Cream, and Main Root Mexi-Cane 
Cola. There’s a Munchie Bar with cara- 
mel corn and beef jerky, and you have 
the option of ordering food from the 
kitchen at Hi Tops, right across Market 
Street. (The delivery method is uncan- 
nily Frogger-like.) 

Brewcade has a board in the back 
where you can play tic-tac-toe or spell 
things with magnetic letters. I’m happy 
to report that my fellow drinkers are 
totally immature and wasted no time 
in spelling out nasty slang for things 
the body does. Also, Brewcade opens 
at 3 p.m., right when ninth period 
gets out, so try not to get detention. 
Now please excuse me while I go put a 
quarter down on Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. I call Leonardo! 


Brewcade 
2200 Market #102 


BUSI 
VISTA 


sAN fRANCISCO 
World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 










Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 





Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 


thebuenavista.com 
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FINDING IT HARD TO LET IT GO 


Freeze Out 


“I probably shouldn’t say this,” 
Michael tells me at Serpentine, a con- 
verted industrial space in Dogpatch. “Be- 
cause it’s a conversation so dangerous 
that to have it might get us kicked out of 
this restaurant, and then out of San 
Francisco altogether.” 

“Wow,’ I say. “Well, if you gotta go, 
that’s how I want to.” 

We all have a trigger. In Michael’s 
case, it’s the city: He’s debating wheth- 
er he really should have moved here. 

My trigger tonight is ice. You heard 
me. 

I'd ordered a Bitter Beginning 
(bourbon, gran classic, Cynar, bar- 
rel-aged bitters) and it’s a great drink. 
Just delicious. Superb, in fact. 

But it came with two of those per- 
fectly cut ice cubes that are the latest 
thing in alcohol-delivery technology, 
and it just wasn’t working for me. 

Not because the whole concept of 
artisanal ice is over the top — though 
it is. 1 know the arguments. Pre- 
cisely cut ice has less surface 
area, and therefore melts 
less quickly, therefore 
providing the maximum 
cooling of your drink 
with the least excess 
water. It’s highly pu- 
rified and filtered, so 
that what does melt 
into your glass is a 







of course, are the opposite of creativ- 
ity, the opposite of individuality. Past 
a certain point they’re not even best 
practice — they’re just one more way 
for people to make money by selling an 
aspiration (perfect ice in your drinks!) 
that anyone with real taste can see 
right through as though it was nothing 
but clear water. 

But okay, you want specialty ice? 
Fine. 

Except that the carefully cubed ice 
in my Bitter Beginning was full of air 
bubbles. Which doesn’t sound so bad 
until you realize that it means they 
half-assed the specialty ice. 

The ice in my great drink ... andin 
Michael’s great drink (a Pifia de Fuego 
— tequila, pineapple jalapeno shrub, 
agave, lime, chili salt) was also cloudy. 

Now I was unreasonably angry, 
because if you're going to have special- 
ty ice in the first place, go the damn 
distance! If you're going to jump on 
the damn bandwagon, jump all the way 
on! If your selling point is pretension, 
live it! 

Or am I paying attention to 
the wrong thing? It’s not my 
fault: I’m terrified that 
if my ice isn’t perfectly 
clear and geometrically 
shaped that someone 
might judge my 
lifestyle and find 
me, personally, to 
be less than clear 
and geometrically 


better quality water shaped. 
... I get all that. \Si ILL iy T | {} VV “Rrrrrrrrright,” 
And look (I said, \\ Ai said Michael, start- 
as Michael held off ol. cae ing over. “So, you 
on a conversation so RENJAMI know that video of 
controversial that it WACHS the woman walking 
could get us kicked out through New York City 
of San Francisco, because getting harassed?” 
dammit, I’ve had it up to here “Sure.” 


with specialty ice), water is a key 
ingredient of any alcoholic beverage. I 
remember just over a decade ago there 
was a Canadian brewery that made a 
lager using ice taken from the core of a 
glacier, so it was tens of thousands of 
years old and completely unpolluted, 
and it was a great beer. I loved it. 

But we're tinkering around the 
margins here, you know? As long as 
your water meets a certain minimum 
standard, it is not going to make the 
difference between a mediocre cocktail 
and a good one, or a good one and a 
great one. It’s a neat trick, but it also 
shows that you're paying attention to 
the wrong damn things. So much of 
the craft cocktail movement has be- 
come hipsters paying attention to the 
wrong damn things! 

The need to have a gimmick is 
where hipsterism meets capitalism. 
Glasses with nonprescription lenses 
in them are the equivalent of stunt 
ice: absolutely pointless gestures that 
signify more about the identity you're 
willing to pay for than they improve 
your vision or your drink. Gimmicks, 
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“Well, I think that’s like the 
Israel-Palestinian conflict.” 

My jaw dropped. “Goddamn ... you 
really are jumping into controversy 
with both feet, aren’t you?” 

He nodded. 

I ordered another drink, a Horseless 
Headsman (brandy, Nocino, pumpkin 
shrub, lemon, egg whites). It was 
bloody perfect, and had no ice. Aside 
from this ice thing, Serpentine was 
killing it. 

The point Michael was making is 
that some things are instantly politi- 
cized to the point where no reasonable 
public discussion of them is possible. 
Because these things get hijacked by 
larger political issues that they inad- 
vertently come to represent. 

Serpentine is a superb restaurant 
whose bar serves extraordinary, al- 
most-reasonably-priced cocktails. My 
tantrum about ice wasn’t really about 
them. You figured that out, right? 


Serpentine 
2495 Third St., 252-2000, 
serpentinesf.com 
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BEST BURRITOS 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 





Wed, Dec 17 


HOWIE DAY 


Opening Act: Anna Rose 
te * Err 


. ry | APETER WHITE ChilsIMAS 


feat. Rick Braun and Mindia Abair 


Tue, Dec 23 


SOUL 4 THE SEASON 


feat. Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, Dana Moret & Terrie Odabi 


Wed, Dec 24 


ALVON JOHNSON 


Holiday Party 


Fri-Sun, Jan 2-4 
An Intimate Evening with 


JEFFREY OSBORNE 


Fri-Sun & Tue-Wed, Jan 9-11 & 13-14 


TOWER OF POWER 





FIT SF? 


2435 HARRISON ST (AT 20TH ST) SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 


a 





ce | 
- ih 
> 
Ls 


ATS 


JAN. 12TH MON — FRI 6AM — 7.30AM 
(PLUS EQUIPMENT IF NEEDED) 


HIT FIT SF MEMBERS 


CALL HEAD TRAINER SIMON REDMOND AT 415 710 0261 TO SIGN UP 


Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22 


Oakland’s homegrown R&B trio 


TONY! TONI! TONE! 


Fri, Dec 26 


THE PHARCYDE 


feat. Uncle Imani and Bootie Brown 


Sat-Sun, Dec 27-28 


Hits include “I'll Be Around”, “Could It Be I’m Falling In 


Love” & more! 


THE SPINNERS 
LARRY VUCKOVICH 


Dexter Gordon Tribute 
Tue-Wed, Dec 30-31 


CON FUNK SHUN 


NYE Throwdown 


Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 


SERGIO MENDES 


Tue-Wed, Jan 2'7-28 


BILL FRISELL 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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“MUSIC HAS ALWAYS BEEN INTERESTING BECAUSE IT’S FANTASY SPORTS: ANYONE CAN DO IT.” 


The Golden Age 





On Berkeley to Bakersfield, Cracker grapples with its split personality — and the realities of the music industry. 


By Emma Silvers 


“We’re kind of in our Joan Did- 
ion phase,” says David Lowery, co- 
founder of Cracker, when asked what 
inspired the band’s new California-cen- 
tric double album, Berkeley to Bakersfield. 
The singer-guitarist is taking a break 
from his office at the University of Geor- 
gia, where he teaches music business 
classes when he’s not writing, recording, 
or touring North America. “You know, 
we re writing little nonfiction essays that 
are semi-geographically based. I’m kind 
of joking.” A beat. “It’s also kind of true.” 

People might not associate Lowery, 
who also founded Cracker’s weirder 
cousin/predecessor, Camper Van 
Beethoven (biggest hit: “Take the Skin- 
heads Bowling”), with elegant literary 
journalism. And while the new record, 
out Dec. 9 on 429 Records, probably 
won't change that, it does stand to 
introduce a new generation of fans 
— namely, the young’uns lapping up 
all things Americana right now — to 
a band that’s been blending country 
twang and often-goofy, punk-spirit- 
ed rock ’n’ roll for the past 24 years. 
(Cracker and Camper Van Beethoven 
will team up, for the 10th year in a row, 
for a two-night stand at The Indepen- 
dent in the days between Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 27, 
and Sunday, Dec. 28.) 

Berkeley to Bakersfield, the band’s 
10th studio album, is also without 
question the most narratively cohesive 
project Cracker’s released to date — at 
times both a love letter and a harshly 
realistic vision of the Golden State as 
it leads listeners through an arche- 
typically East Bay landscape of punks, 
hippies, and an undercurrent of radical 
politics (on disc 1, Berkeley) before 
zipping down 5-South until we meet 
bikers, beer, and miles upon miles of 
farmland (disc 2, Bakersfield). 

Interestingly, after 24 years of 
merging the rock and country sides of 
Cracker’s split personality, Lowery says 
he and co-founder/guitarist Johnny 
Hickman found themselves, in the 
spring of 2013, with “two distinct 
batches of songs that would never 
quite blend. So we put a little high 
concept in there. And that meant we 
had to narrow the songs by a little bit 
... but it was an interesting thought ex- 
periment to break it into two parts. 

“We did want to bring it together 
somehow, so then that became: How 
do you tie Oakland to Bakersfield? 
With a junkie. With a sad junkie song,” 
he says referring to “Almond Grove,” a 
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banjo-fueled map of a downward spiral 
that anchors the Bakersfield disc. 

You don’t have to be from Califor- 
nia to appreciate this record. But if you 
do happen to hail from either the East 
Bay or the San Joaquin Valley? Cracker 
is basically daring you not to like this 
album. 

Berkeley sees Lowery and the band 
(Hickman and the others are the orig- 
inal lineup, recording together for the 
first time in 20 years) as young punks 
— bumming around town, dropping 
such a thick layer of location-specific 
references that on paper it’d read like a 
welcome pamphlet. 

“Let's buy records at Rasputin, let’s 
see a show at Gilman Street, an anar- 
chist rally at People’s Park...” implores 
Lowery with an unabashedly earnest, 
youthful urgency before the shout- 
along chorus on “Beautiful,” hurling 
some of us (hi!) down a memory tun- 
nel to an adolescence spent bumming 
around Telegraph when there was 
nothing else to do. Piedmont Park, San 
Pablo Avenue, Jack London Square, 
and the MacArthur BART station all 
figure elsewhere on the album. 

Maybe most notably: In a year full 
of musical takes on tech-bubble gentri- 
fication, with varying degrees of suc- 
cess, Lowery manages to issue perhaps 
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David Lowery and Johnny 
Hickman of Cracker 
Bradford Jones 





the most scathing indictment of new 
money San Francisco we’ve heard yet 
— ina song called “El Cerrito” whose 
lyrics he took from a cab driver. From 
the track’s opening: 

“Walking down the street in San 
Francisco just the other day / won- 
dering what has happened to the 
freaks the hippies and the punks / 
everybody’s squeaky clean, they look 
and dress and act the same / I don’t 
give a shit about your IPO, I live in El 
Cerrito.” 

Later, Lowery laments techies’ 
“bullshit claims to change the world, 
making Wall Street bankers even rich- 
er,’ and declares, “It’s not that we don’t 
like the rich, it’s simply that we think 
this kind is boring.” 

“That song is, almost verbatim, 
taken from a rant that I got from a 
taxi driver one time when I was going 
from the S.F airport to Albany,” says 
Lowery. “That’s why it’s so specific 
with names of places and buses ... I 
was doing research, trying to see when 
the San Mateo Bridge was built, every- 
thing.” 

And while writing countrified Cen- 
tral Valley songs for Bakersfield was 
fairly straightforward — despite many 
of the songs’ dense layers of pedal 
steel (by Matt “Pistol” Stoessel), guitar 
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work, keys, and vocals, including two 
tracks in which Hickman takes the lead 
to great success — capturing the spirit 
of Berkeley was a little more difficult. 

“We wanted a combination of punk 
rock, and then these semi-funky back- 
beats and bass parts, and then political 
songs, says Lowery, going over his 
thought process. Figuring if they were 
going to do it, they might as well do it 
right, the band did the bulk of the re- 
cording at East Bay Recorders in Berke- 
ley — hanging out at coffee shops and 
bookstores and seeing a show at Gil- 
man when they weren't working. 

That time probably helped solidify 
the record’s obvious rejection of the 
“tech-will-save-the-future” church 
espoused by so many of the Bay Area’s 
newer residents — but it’s not like 
Cracker needed much help. Since 2012, 
Lowery has been one of the most 
outspoken critics of Internet piracy, 
services like Pandora and Spotify, and 
pretty much anything else that he sees 
as undercutting artists’ rightful profits 
from their work. 

On his blog, The Trichordist (“Art- 
ists For An Ethical and Sustainable 
Internet”), he posts near-daily updates 
and musings on the music industry 
and the ways its new technological 
paradigm is gutting the writers and 
performers on which it relies. On the 
day of this interview, for example, 
Lowery — who holds a B.A. in math 
from UC Santa Cruz — posted a math- 
ematical breakdown of the ways “the 
relationship between the fan and the 
artist has been broken by completely 
disconnecting compensation from con- 
sumption,” based on Spotify’s royalty 
payments and Billboard’s new rubric 
system (counting streams as opposed 
to purchases). 

Berkeley to Bakersfield is, of course, 
far from being a strictly DIY effort. The 
day of its release, the record appeared 
on multiple streaming sites because, 
says Lowery, the band is still under an 
old contract, but also because “that 
might be what’s best for Cracker now. 
Camper Van Beethoven, other niche 
artists, not so much.” 

“T wouldn't call myself a streaming 
hawk. I’m actually kind of agnostic 
about it,” says Lowry. “But it’s a very 
strange business model. You have to be 
on every single platform. Like Netflix 
makes House of Cards, or Orange Is the 
New Black — in music, those would 
have to be on every single channel all 
the time.” 

In an ideal world, what would the 
fix be? “I think you have to have some 


opt-outs,” he says. “A number of years 
ago we were passing laws about ex- 
ploitative contracts that said, ‘Okay, 
after 35 years [artists] get their work 
back.’ Some kind of legislative inter- 
vention that allows artists to file with 
the record label and say, ‘Hey, this 
thing doesn’t work for me.’ It’s really 
complicated. But look, this isn’t going 
to sort itself out.” 

In summary? 

“The music business right now is 
so fucking crazy to me,” says Lowery 
with a laugh. “When I first got signed 
to Virgin Records, the two main mu- 
sic promotion staff people came out 
to [Camper Van Beethoven’s] show 
in downtown L.A. and were high on 
mushrooms, completely out of con- 
trol. And when we did [the Status 
Quo song] ‘Pictures of Matchstick 
Men,’ they loved it, and they decided 
that should be a single on our album. 
There was no market research, no 
data, this wasn’t ‘Let’s bring together 
the smartest minds in the business, 
they just did it because they were 
high on mushrooms. 

“And you compare that to the 
record [Cracker] just released? If you 
go on Amazon right now it’s pretty 
cheap, because there’s a co-promo- 
tion. And that came out of research 
about the [demographic] of our 
audience, and it was timed for right 
before Christmas, and that’s just the 
digital world we live in. ... | mean, it’d 
be awesome if the Amazon people 
came to our show high on mush- 
rooms. ‘Do something where you 
drink reindeer blood!’ 

“No, look, music has always been 
interesting because it’s fantasy sports: 
Anybody can do it ... and on the one 
hand the internet is great for that, it 
eliminated a lot of the gatekeepers, 
which is awesome. Creatively, it’s 
kind of a golden age just for being in 
a band and putting your songs out 
there,” he says. “But it’s a lot tougher 
to monetize it. And I’m afraid, when 
you start talking about how bands 
have to know the [demographics] of 
their audience, that those who are the 
most business-savvy are the only ones 
who get popular. 

“And,” he offers pensively, “what 
would that have meant for Captain 
Beefheart?” 


Cracker with 
Camper Van Beethoven 


9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 
26-27 at The Independent. $25; 
theindependentsf.com 
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“THERE WAS SOMETHING MAGICAL RUNNING THROUGH THIS WHOLE THING.” 


Buried Treasure 


By Joe Eskenazi 


This story begins where most 
go to end: deep at the bottom of a garbage 
dumpster. 

On a cold and moonless night in 
1996, a derelict Dodge van cruised, 
slowly, through Bernal Heights. That 
van doubled as the residence of its driv- 
er, and also as the repository of a load 
of garbage he'd been paid to offload at 
the dump. That payment — including 
the dumping fee — was 
long gone, though. So, the 
ideal plan would be to lo- 
cate a dumpster, secret the 
heaps of garbage into it, 
and avoid another night of 
being relegated to sleeping 
behind the wheel instead 
of sprawling out, luxuri- 
antly, in the space now oc- 
cupied by moldering trash. 

When you get caught 
doing this, the legal term 
for the crime is “theft of 
service. 

On Wool Street, a 
dumpster was found. But it 
was full. Of furniture. Gor- 
geous, antique furniture. 
So the plan changed: Un- 
load the furniture onto the 
street, toss the garbage into 
the dumpster, pack up the 
furniture in the van, sell it 
at the flea market, rinse, 
repeat. And all of that hap- 
pened. But not just that. 

When the driver lit a 3 
a.m. cigarette, he discov- 
ered, at his feet, a candle. 
And when he lit the candle, 
he discovered more. 

“It was beautiful. I can’t 
even impress on you how 
beautiful it was,” says Chicken John Ri- 
naldi 18 years later. “It was hand-tooled 
leather. And big! I started flipping 
through it.” 

What Rinaldi had unearthed was 
a scrapbook encapsulating the life of 
Margaret Rucker — from her birth cer- 
tificate in 1907 to her obituary 51 years 
later. In between, it was stuffed with 
photos — Rucker as a child, a school- 
girl, then convalescing in a hospital 
after she and her naval officer husband 
were involved in an auto wreck. It was 
also teeming with Rucker’s published 
poetry, snipped from magazines and 
journals and pasted onto these pages. 

In short, it was the encapsulation 
of a brief and, at times, tragic life; the 
ephemera of an outstanding, unique in- 
dividual — like all the rest of us. Some- 
how, this gorgeous edition had found its 
way to the bottom of a trash pile. 
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And, had it not been for a man only 
seeking to disgorge a load of garbage so 
he could sleep in his van, it would have 
stayed there. 


“Margaret Rucker” is not a house- 
hold name in San Francisco. But, in Ever- 
ett, Wash., it is, literally, a household 
name; you can go visit the old Rucker 
Household. You can luxuriate in Rucker 
Park, drive down Rucker Avenue, and 
wander around the Rucker Hill neighbor- 
hood. The Rucker brothers were, for all 
intents and purposes, the Seattle sub- 
urb’s founding family. Margaret was the 
daughter of Bethel Rucker, who drewa 
lot of water in Everett. 

So, when Rinaldi last year men- 
tioned the scrapbook to Everett-based 
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folk-punk singer-songwriter and accor- 
dion player Jason Webley, things took 
a turn for the synchronous. Just one 
day prior, Webley had offered the grand 
Everett tour to a friend who, over 

the course of it, asked why the name 
“Rucker” abounds in that city. The tour 
concluded with Webley and his pal 
ascending the massive, ziggurat-like 
Rucker mausoleum, an imposing mon- 
ument better suited to the wilds of the 
Yucatan than a small town 25 miles 
north of Seattle. 

So: The day before Rinaldi showed 
Webley the contents of the Margaret 
Rucker scrapbook he, incongruously, 
had salvaged from a Bernal Heights 
dumpster, Webley had been sitting on 
her grave. 

Different people handle a develop- 
ment like this in different ways. Webley 
chose to obsessively throw himself into 


researching every detail he could about 
Rucker’s tumultuous life, assembling a 
cadre of musicians to join him in writ- 
ing an album based on the materials 
gleaned from that notebook (it’s called 
Margaret) and setting off with a nine- 
act West Coast traveling show that rolls 
through the Castro Theatre on Satur- 
day, Dec. 20. The album’s official release 
was on Friday, which would have been 
Rucker’s 107th birthday. 

Webley funded this endeavor via 
a Kickstarter campaign. He set out to 
raise the rather modest palindrome 
of $11,111. He has, to date, amassed 
$67,653. “I have managed to spend 
almost all the money on this project,” 
Webley admits with a tad of sheepish- 
ness. The 40-year-old has a voice many 
have likened to Tom 
Waits’ primal growl. 
Webley, in the best pos- 
sible way, also physically 
resembles Waits’ hand- 
somer, more youthful, 
less rode-hard-and-put- 
away-wet iteration. 

One place he spent 
the money: The liner 
notes for Margaret are 
actually an 88-page 
book containing many 
of the pictures and 
poems from the origi- 
nal journal. The album 
itself preserves much 
of the original, as well: 
In addition to songs 
based on Rucker’s life, 
several numbers simply 
set her poetry to music. 
Without giving away the 
surprise, Rucker’s life 
contained many events 
worthy of poetry, and 
not necessarily the hap- 
py kind. These numbers 
are evocative, particular- 
ly in the pristine voice of 
Shenandoah Davis, one 
of a handful of friends 
Webley recruited to help 
fulfill something he 
unabashedly admits has grown into an 
obsession. “There was,’ he says, “some- 
thing magical running through this 
whole thing.” 

This story’s beginning was in 1907. 
Its middle was in a dumpster. And 
no one is quite sure how it will end. 

But when Webley and his assembled 
musicians finished their show in 
Everett, the night concluded with a 
procession to Rucker’s tomb within 
that massive ziggurat. That seems 
magical, all right. And, befitting the 
means by which Rucker’s story, literally, 
came to light, the procession was 
illuminated by candles. 


Jason Webley and Friends 
perform songs from Margaret at 7 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, at the Castro 
Theatre. $20-$100; margaretsf. 
eventbrite.com. 
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668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
5 ‘D. Di: Bis 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 
Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 


HA HA HA 


punch LINE 


SAN F FRANCIS 


1A HA HA HA 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 12/17 - SATURDAY 12/20 TUESDAY 12/30 
FROM MIDNIGHT AND CHELSEA LATELY! THE SMARTEST MAN 


MOSHE KASHER IN THE WORLD 
SANIMY OBEID, BUCKY SINISTER PODCAST TAPING 


GREG PROOPS 


yas orl 


TUESDAY 12/23 
COMEDY ALLSTARS 
MO MANDEL, MILES K, BRYAN YANG, LOREN KRAUT & MORE! 


FRIDAY 12/26 - SUNDAY 12/28 
le + FROM UNDATEABLE AND CONAN! 


= RON FUNCHES 


NICK YOUSSEF, CORY ROBINSON 


WED. 12/31, FRI. 1/2 - SAT. 1/3 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


MONDAY 12/29 oY 
WRITER FOR HBOS LAST WEEK TONIGHT WITH JOHN OLIVER! 


FROM THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE AND 
WEDNESDAY 1/14 - SATURDAY 1/17 
FROM TOM RHODES RADIO PODCAST! 
KEVIN AVERY Fi) | TOM RHODES 


GREG PROOPS 
COMEDY CENTRAL'S THIS IS NOT HAPPENING! 
TONY CAMIN LYNN RUTH MILLER, TOBY MURESIANU 


CHRIS VOTH, CAITLIN GILL 
& WEDNESDAY 1/7 - SATURDAY 1/10 
\ > 
ARI SHAFFIR 
DREW PLATT 
FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM ° ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES ° 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 
TWITTER 
AND 
FACEBOOK! 


tComeorT 
TYHANES 


SUN 12/21 
COBB'S HOLIDAY COMEDY BASH 
SUN 12/28 
EL MHALE 
TUES 12/30 
FORTUNE FEIMSTER, 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN: 
& JON DORE 
NEW YEAR'S EVE! 


Comedy Countdown 2014 


DOUG BENSON, 


Pes 

FORTUNE FEIMSTER, : 

W. KAMAU BELL, g J 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN, | foe 
JON DORE & MORE! —— 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ° SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
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FRIDAY 12/26 - 
SATURDAY 12/27 


WENDY 
LIEBMAN 


From America’s Got Talent 
and The Late Show with 
David Letterman! 


THURSDAY 12/18 - 
SATURDAY 12/20 


TOM 
SEGURA 


From The Joe Rogan Experience 
and Completely Normal! 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


ticketmaster.com 


citi 
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PUBLICWORICS 


EF vcs. the: 


SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS 

A BEASTIE BOYS TRIBUTE NIGHT 
ELECTRIC NOSTALGIA: DAFT PUNK 
RADIOHEAD & DEPECHE MODE REMIXED 


THE PRINCE & MICHAEL JACKSON 
EXPERIENCE 


gx 


otal 


JACKHANIMER DISCO PRESENTS 


= = 


ANKH MARKETING & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENTS 


QUESTLOVE 2 


ANKH MARKETING & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 
© NEW YEARS EVE 2015 ~ 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 2 


AFROLICIOUS SOUNDSYSTEM © J-BOOGIE 


REN THE VINYL ARCHAELOGIST 
FRIDAY 12.19 - LOFT TUESDAY 12.30 
ZERO F*CKS: HOUSE OF BASS THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 


SATURDAY 12.20 - LOFT THURSDAY 1.1 - MAIN ROOM 
BLICKS MIX: FREE W/ FACEBOOK RSVP BRASS TAX 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Pushing the 
Limits 


By Chris Zaldua 


After almost 25 years in the 
business, Carl Craig is one of techno’s liv- 
ing legends. A key player in the second 
wave of Detroit techno — following in 
the footsteps of originators like Derrick 
May and Juan Atkins — Craig paved the 
way for later Detroit legends like Theo 
Parrish and Moodymann. Unlike compa- 
triot Jeff Mills’ (who released his first re- 
cord contemporaneously with Craig’s) 
vision of techno, which was (and is) dys- 
topian and sci-fi, Craig produces techno 
with a human touch, incorporating funk, 
jazz, and soul elements from the begin- 
ning. He’s a versatile producer, responsi- 
ble for early breakbeat techno, lush 
ambient, and mindbending recontextu- 
alizations of classical music. In short, 
Craig has always pushed the limits of 
what techno is and what it can be, trans- 
forming techno into an art form. 

Craig also runs a record label, 
Planet E Communications, which has 
released numerous critical records 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Housepitality presents John Tejada and 
more at F8, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 17. Free before 10 p.m. with RSVP, 
$10 after; feightsf.com 

On any given Wednesday night, 51 or so 
weeks out of the year, Housepitality pres- 
ents top-notch house and techno to a 
packed club that parties like it's the week- 
end. The guests are always at the top of 
their game, but occasionally, Housepitality 
books someone who could just as easily be 
a Friday or Saturday night headliner - like 
John Tejada, in this case. Tejada, based in 
L.A., has been active since the mid ‘90s, 
producing Detroit-flavored techno and 
tech-house with a Californian flair. Tejada 
has a real knack for melodic complexity; 
unlike the raw, stripped-down sound that 
has been the flavor du jour lately, Tejada's 
sound is rich, textured, and layered, like 
light coruscating through a prism. Joining 
him are Deep Crates, a local DJ duo with re- 
markable crate-digging skills, as you might 
imagine. Another pair of locals, Heather B. 
and Mike Frugaletti, will be holding it down 
in the back room, Groove Lounge. 


You're Welcome with Kate Simko, 
Michael Claus, and more at Monarch, 

9 p.m.-3 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 18. $10; 
monarchsf.com 

It's always interesting when classically 
trained composers turn to electronic music. 
Kate Simko is one such producer, who grad- 
ually made the transition from classical pi- 
ano to jazz piano to composition and, finally, 
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from Martin Buttrich, Kenny Larkin, 
Moodymann and many more along- 
side his own productions. Craig’s 
talent for A&R with Planet E is surely 
part of what makes him such a good 
DJ, bringing in sounds and rhythms 
from all over the world into his DJ 
sets. He’s a feel-good DJ who likes to 
play to the crowd, not playing to type, 
who's just as likely to mix in some vin- 
tage disco or popular tech-house as he 
is an underground Berlin techno bomb 
from 1994. 


to DJing and electronic music production. 
Now based in London, she clearly absorbed 
the sound of her native Chicago and nearby 
Detroit - her productions reference the 
sound of classic Midwestern house and 
techno, sci-fi synths commingling alongside 
elegant piano lines. She's also a talented vo- 
calist, singing on many of her tracks, lending 
them a warm, inviting human touch. Open- 
ing up for Simko is local DJ Michael Claus, an 
affiliate of the city’s Tech Dolphin crew 
alongside Ardalan, a Dirtybird player. Last 
but not least are You're Welcome resident 
DJs Benjamin K and Mantranova, who'll open 
and close the festivities for the evening. 


Bananas No. 1 presents Austin Cesear, 
Leech, Guillaume, and more at 
Underground SF, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 20. $5 before 11 p.m., 

$10 after; undergroundsf.com 

Bananas began as fruits, briefly had a mo- 
ment in the spotlight as part of amemora- 
ble Gwen Stefani lyric, and have since 
grown up into a party. A traveling party, in 
fact, and an interesting concept: Friday 
night, the guests throw down in L.A., then 
come up the next day to do the same in San 
Francisco. Austin Cesear headlines, bringing 
his live set back to San Francisco (formerly 
a Bay Area resident, he is now Brook- 
lyn-based) after making waves in 2014 with 
several highly-regarded releases of experi- 
mental-but-accessible techno and house, in 
which gentle melodies lurk beneath a semi- 
Opaque haze of dub-techno atmospherics. 





Carl Craig 


Supporting Craig are the Direct To 
Earth residents — Max Gardner, Bob 
Five, Trev Campbell and Brian Knar- 
field — who are all potent selectors 
in their own right. Altogether, expect 
a wintertime techno extravaganza at 
its best. 


Direct To Earth’s Winter 
Wonderland with Carl Craig 
and more at F8 

10 p.m.-4a.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. 
$20; feightsf.com 


He's joined by L.A. resident Leech, also per- 
forming live, who produces slowly-unfold- 
ing rhythmic techno workouts. Guillaume, 
head honcho of new San Francisco record 
label Spring Theory, is the main DJ of the 
evening, with Bananas residents Ford Pre- 
fect and Steph Lee supporting. 


Dirtybird Players Quarterly featuring 
Justin Martin, Christian Martin, J.Phlip, 
and Worthy at Mezzanine, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 19. $10 before 11 p.m., 

$20 after; mezzaninesf.com 

Despite the fact that Dirtybird has outgrown 
its humble Bay Area roots and is en route to 
global domination (the label's artists tour 
the world regularly, and Claude VonStroke, 
Dirtybird boss, has become a fixture in the 
mega-clubs of Ibiza), this DJ crew still 
throws four (remarkably affordable) parties 
a year in San Francisco, the Dirtybird Players 
Quarterly. The core of Dirtybird - the broth- 
ers Martin, J. Phlip, and Worthy - will be 
DJing all night, with whichever special 
guests happen to roll through. (VonStroke's 
now based in Europe and, sadly, won't be in 
attendance.) If you're unfamiliar with the 
Dirtybird sound, it’s big, bold, and brash; this 
is tech-house carefully engineered for maxi- 
mum dancefloor potential - there's nothing 
subtle about Dirtybird, and that's perfectly 
okay. All Dirtybird productions seem to have 
this kind of infectious swing to them, an irre- 
sistible bounce in the bassline that makes it 
appeal to seasoned dancefloor aficionados 
and party amateurs alike. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are inthe 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 12/17 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
lron Heart, Sutrero, Black Belt Karate, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Sleepy Sun, Al Lover, Banquet, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI! Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Saturnalia: A 
Festival of Flamers,” w/ Ragana, SBSM, Sorry Not 
Sorry, DJ Durt, 9 p.m., $7. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Turn Me On 
Dead Man, Twin Trilogy, Cartilage, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. The Dread 
Crew of Oddwood, Thee Hobo Gobbelins, Rainbow- 
dragoneyes, 8 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Dirty Lingo, 
Watch for Rocks, The Upper Strata, 8 p.m., $8. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Chris G, 
Bone Cootes & The Rubes, The High St. Bridge, DJ 
Carolyn Keddy, 9 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Loco Tranquilo, 
Strangers, Babewatch, Clumsy Concentration, 8 
p.m., $5 (free with RSVP). 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ““BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Sticky Wednes- 
days,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro 
Pop Rocks: EPR’s Electric Christmas,” 18+ dance 
party, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,”” w/ 
John Tejada, Deep Crates (aka Jason Douglas & Matt 
Holland), Heather B, Mike Frugaletti, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 


The Jazz NV 
Public Wor 
Dec.17a 
For Your. 
Boys Trib 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Burn 
Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Wayback Wednes- 
day,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Friends 
with Benefits,” w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., 
free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Mixtape 
Wednesdays," 10 p.m., $5. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘Fight for Your 
Right: A Beastie Boys Tribute,” w/ Felonious & The 
Jazz Mafia, 8:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


ACOUSTIC 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Bacon & Beer, Amy Obenski, Bill Fried, Quiles & Cloud, 
Tom Rhodes, 8 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Nat 
Keefe Concert Carnival, 8 p.m., $20-$35. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Daniel 
Seidel, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lisa Stano Trio, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sebastian Parker Trio, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 
p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anya Malkiel, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Bao- 
bab!,"”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 
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PALACE OF FINE ARTS g ty 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9 | 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY 
AT 10AM! 


NEW ALBUM OUT 
JANUARY 27 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE #7 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE | 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF | | | 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


SHARON JONES & 


THE DAP KINGS 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 





DECEMBER 30 & 31 
GREGORY ALAN_ISAKOV 


SHOOK TWINS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUAR 


ANDY GRAMMER AND 
ALEX & SIERRA : 


PARADISE FEARS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


DECEMBER 26 & 27 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 e $22.50 


HOW THE GROUCH 
STOLE CHRISTMAS FEAT. 
THE GROUCH & ELIGH 


CUNNINLYNGUISTS, DJ ABILITIES & DJ FRESH 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.50 


OZOMAILI 


OZOKIDZ SHOW AT 3PM! 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 # $19.50 


FINISH TICKET 


FORREST DAY 


THE BLASTERS 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $28.50 


ACOUSTIC DUO 


JOE PURDY 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 
| DI @1O) So ee sA) s (OL. en Pele 


AESOP ROCK 
WITH ROB SONIC 


HOMEBOY SANDMAN 
ticketmaster.com LAGUNA, acta Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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FRI, DEC 26 
isle). | lela 
DOWN AND OUTLAWS 

SAT, DEC 27 & SUN, DEC 28 
TWO NIGHTS! 
CRACKER 
CAMPE 
BEETH 
MON, DEC 29 
IRD SHOW ADDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


STRFKR 
BLACKBIRD BLACKBIRD 


FRI, JAN 2 & SAT, JAN 3 
TWO NIGHTS! 


KARL DENSON'S 
TINY UNIVERSE 


WED, JAM 14 
RUSTIE 
20 GYWESADEEO FT. A 
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FRI, DEC19 


JUGTOWN PIRATES 
COO COO BIRDS\HIBBITy DIBeITY 


A SAT, DEC 20 \ Ww 
FF pu TED PEOPLES\ 
MAIN ATTRAKIONZ 


SUN, DEC 21 
ANKH MARKETING PRESENTS 


TALIB KWELI 
NIKO, KVALENTINE 


LITTLE HURRICANE 


FRI, JAN 16 & SAT, JAN 17 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE NEW DEAL 

THU, JAN 22 

JOEL GION & 

THE PRIMARY COLOURS 


THE LOVE DIMENSION 
CELLAR DOORS, DOWN DIRTY SHAKE 


FRI, JAM 23 
THE COUP 
SAT, JAN 24 


WATERS 
HOT FLASH HEAT WAVE 


MON, JAN 26 
BROOKE FRASER 
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CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 12/17 


Animals As Leaders: W/ Devin Townsend Project, 
Monuments, 8 p.m., $19.75-$22. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Colors of Christmas: W/ Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and the 
S.F. Symphony, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Where's the Band?: W/ Dustin Kensrue (Thrice), Dan 
Andriano (Alkaline Trio), Casey Crescenzo (The 
Dear Hunter), Matt Pryor (The Get Up Kids), Andy 
Jackson (Hot Rod Circuit), 8 p.m., $17.50. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 12/18 


American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: 7:30 
p.m., $27-$97. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
San Francisco. 

Dillon Francis: W/ TJR, Hoodboi, 8 p.m., sold out. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Lunasa: Celtic Christmas: 7:30 p.m., $25-$60. 
SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: 8 p.m., $15- 
$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 

Tyler, The Creator: W/ Taco, 8 p.m., $32.50-$35. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 12/19 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
$10-$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland. 

American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: 7:30 
p.m., $27-$97. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
San Francisco. 

Dillon Francis: W/ TJR, Hoodboi, 8 p.m., $35. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

How the Grouch Stole Christmas: W/ The Grouch 
& Eligh, CunninLynguists, DJ Abilities, DJ Fresh, 
Sunspot, and Scarub, 9 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Kalin & Myles: W/ Jasmine V, London Richards, 8 
p.m., $21.50-$199.50. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Mother Hips: Performing Part-Timer Goes 
Full, 9 p.m., $23. Great American Music Hall, 859 


Mother Hips play Friday, 
Dec. 19 at Great Ameriean 


a oe il 


Music Hall. 
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O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - 
Live!: 4 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: 8 p.m., $15- 
$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

Skinny Puppy: W/ Front Line Assembly, Haujobb, 
Youth Code, DJ Santa Muerte, 7:30 p.m., $37.50- 
$40. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 

Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: W/ Bar- 
bara Higbie, Will Ackerman, and Liz Story, 7:30 
p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San 
Francisco. 


SATURDAY 12/20 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
$10-$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland. 

Alexander String Quartet: 10 a.m., $45. St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 College, Berkeley. 
The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: 
7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 

San Francisco. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A 
Cathedral Christmas: 3 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

Kalin & Myles: W/ Jasmine V, London Richards, 
8 p.m., sold out. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Kitka: Wintersongs: 8 p.m., $15-$30. Old First Pres- 
byterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, San Francisco. 

Margaret: Song cycle inspired by the life of Margaret 
Rucker with performances by Jason Webley, 
Chicken John Rinaldi, Eliza Rickman, Shenandoah 
Davis, Led to Sea, Lonesome Leash, Mts. & Tunnels, 
and more, 7 p.m., $20-$100. Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, San Francisco. 

The Mother Hips: W/ guests Spiral Stairs, Chuck 
Prophet, Rusty Miller, Jason Hill, and more, 9 p.m., 
$23. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Holiday Fa- 
vorites: With the San Francisco Girls Chorus, 
8 p.m., $29-$61. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
San Francisco. 

Ozomatli: W/ Bang Data, 9 p.m., $26.50-$38.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Ragazzi Continuo: Tidings of Comfort: 7:30 p.m., 
$15-$20. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 0’ Farrell, 
San Francisco. 





Joe Russo 


San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival 
of Lessons & Carols: 7:30 p.m., free. Seventh 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - 
Live!: 2 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: 8 p.m., $15- 
$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: 11 a.m., $10-$25. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 12/21 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
$10-$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland. 

3BalIMTY: W/ Los Rakas, 8 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: 8 
p.m., $28-$35. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 
50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: 8 p.m., $35- 
$69. St. Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, San Francisco. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2014: W/ 
Jonathan Butler, Christopher Cross, and Maysa, 
8 p.m., $49.50-$125.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A 
Cathedral Christmas: 3 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

Kalin & Myles: W/ Jasmine V, London Richards, 
8 p.m., sold out. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Klezmatics: Happy Joyous Hanukkah: 7 
p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Magnificat: Cavalli - A Venetian Christmas Mass: 
4 p.m., $30-$35. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - 
Live!: 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 4 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 

Toh Kay: 8 p.m., $19. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 12/22 


Finish Ticket: 8 p.m., $19.50-$28.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

French Montana: W/ Jeremih, 8 p.m., $28-$30. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 
S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas 
= Live!: 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies 

Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 12/23 


Cookies Christmas Party: W/ Berner, Kool John, 
and guests, 8 p.m., $30-$33. The Regency Ball- 
room, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas 
= Live!: 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17 2014 $7 ADV 


Feat: 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 18 2014 $10 ADV 


Feat: 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 2014 $10 ADV 
Guitar Player Magazine Presents: 


SOL] AODINGRA 
HOLIDAY JAN** 


Hosted by: 
Feat: 


& the 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 20 2014 $10 ADV 


Plus: 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 21 2014 FREE 


FREE PARTY! 
MONDAY DECEMBER 22 2014 FREE 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 2014 $5 ADV 
BooM BooM RooM Presents: 
] 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 27 2014 $12 ADV 


ee 


FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 
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WED 12/17 AT 6PM FREE 


RAW RAMP 
W/ DJ ANDY 
ROCK N ROLL, SOUL, GARAGE ROCK, 
POWERPOP, & POST PUNK 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO 
80S DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HOP-HOP 


THURS 12/18 AT 7PM $15 & 2 CANS OF FOOD 


GIBBSMO HOLIDAY 


CRAPTACULAR 
ROY LONEY, PENELOPE HOUSTON, 
SPIRAL STAIRS, HAPPY VALLEY 
SINGERS, SWEET CHARIOT, THE 
MOORE BROS. & MORE! 
A FOOD DRIVE & BENEFIT FOR THE SF FOOD BANK 


FRI 12/19 AT 6PM FREE 


ROCK ‘N’ ROLL WORKSHOP 
W/ DJS STEPHEN, JODIE, 
ARTICHOKE, & MEDIUM RARE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


LOOSE JOINTS 

W/ DJS CENTIPEDE, DAMON BELL, 
& THOM THUMP 

SOUL, DISCO, AFROBEAT, HIP-HOP, & MORE! 


SAT 12/20 AT 7:30PM $8 


VIRGINIA DARE 
VICTOR KRUMENACHER 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


SUN 12/21 AT 7:30PM $8 


LEE BOB & THE TRUTH 
W/ JAMES FINCH JR. & 
HIDDEN IN THE SUN 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


DIMENSION 
W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON 12/22 AT 6PM FREE 


DRESS TO SWEAT 


DJS ENDIVE AND LEISURE PRESENT: 
DISCO FOR TECHIES 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


420 MINUTES 


LIKE MTV’S 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS! 
VJS, DJS, & MORE! 


TUES 12/23 AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 





Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Dgiin, 8 p.m. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘‘Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Cee Cee 
James, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. The 
Double Negative Ensemble, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, San 
Francisco. Christina Stanley, Tujurikkuja, Tiros Won, 
(0)X_3Y3, 7:30 p.m., $5. 


DRINKS » FOOD » MUSIC 


FRI2/I9 8PM nse §22D00R 


SAT re 7PM & a 12/21 5PM $24 
ADV / $27 Ny S17 DISCOUNT © 


SUN 2/2 IAM a si7 DOOR 


Gee siah ¢ 
tat 





FRII2/26 & SAT [2/27 8PM $20 ADV /$22 DOOR 


He heh an 


TUES 12/30 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


PIMPS OF UOYTIMEQ | 
WED 12/31 9PM $47 ADV / $53 DOOR / 
STAND a: 


WMECEERATIN 
FRI (/27PM SI5 ADV /$I7 DOOR 


‘REBECCA MIMIAGA WORDS 


INTHEDARK 
EP PRE-RELEASESHOW 


SAT {/03 8PM SI7 ADV / $19 DOOR 
THE BROTHERS COMATOSE 


CNA A\ Att hked C | 


415-386-3850 | SWEETWATE 
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SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. “Soul 
Train Revival,” w/ Ziek McCarter & The Funky Goods, 
Third Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “The 45 
Slew,” w/ resident DJs Micah Aza & Al Lover, First 
and Third Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 12/18 


ROCK 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Foie 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


JULES LEYHE 


WU DEC. 16- 7,500 4 9.30Pm™ + 595 


SOUL 4 THE SEASON 
Wy/ THE HOLIDAY DIVAS 


v1, UE "y- 7 Jw 4 wm - oa 


CAFE R&B 


5PM & Oi 


GOSPEL CHRISTMAS 
wi KIM NALLEY 


Pm & OPM - ila 


2) HOWELLDEVINE 

2) BAY CITY BLUES oy comes caw 
SHANE DWIGHT 
LANCE CANALES & THE FLOOD 
ALYO™ 
LAVAY SMITH « enccnser cacerucae 
EARL THOMAS 


BOA OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


AND) --.).COM 





Gras, Modern Man, Kid Trails, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Screature, 
Mane, Life Stinks, Jealousy, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. The 
Strangers, Pit Stains, Xavier of the Banana World, 
plus art by Kyle Gallagher, Rayan Mustafa, Spencer 
Owings, Alex Pollak, Mope, and more, 7 p.m., $10 
suggested donation. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Apogee 
Sound Club, Little Sister, Krankcase, C’est Dommage, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
GIBBSMO Holiday Craptacular, S.F. Food Bank ben- 
efit with Marc & The Casuals, Roy Loney, Penelope 
Houston, Spiral Stairs, Kelley Stoltz, Happy Valley 
Singers, Sweet Chariot, and more, 7 p.m., $15 (plus 
non-perishable food donation). 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Dark Waves, dot Vom, Echavox, Chillian Murphy, 
8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Popscene's 
2014 Holiday Gala, w/ Moving Units, plus DJs Aaron 
Axelsen & Omar, 9:30 p.m., $13-$15. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “‘A Light in 
the Attic," w/ Two Fresh, Astronautica, Bedrockk, 
Drewmin, 9 p.m., $5-S$10. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7; $3. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Electric 
SwingSet,"' First and Third Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $10 (+ $5 for dance lessons). 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,"’ ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5; free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Class of '84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. ‘X0,""10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Hi Life,” 
w/ resident DJs Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 9:30 
p.m., $6. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘Special 
Guest,” w/ E Live, D Majik, more, 9 p.m., free before 
10:30 p.m. with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Let's Spend 
the Night Together,” w/ Kate Simko, Michael Claus, 
Benjamin K, Mantranova, 9 p.m., $10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. S.F. Eagle Xmas 
Party with DJ Dano, 6 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Bubble,’ 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Human Life, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Equipto, |.L.A.M., Dirtbag Dan, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Bluegrass & 
Old-Time Music Jam Session, 8 p.m., free. 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acoustic 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Open Mic, 7 p.m., free. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Rabbit's 
Atom, Erik La Chapelle, 9 p.m., $8. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Marcus Shelby 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Aaron 
Bennett's Horn of Plenty, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Jimmy Grant Quartet, 8 p.m. 


Essential Underground Hip-Hop 


BAHAMADIA 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Charlie Hunter & Scott Amendola Duo, DJ Harry 
Duncan, 8 p.m., $20. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Vince Lateano, 
7 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Erik Jekabson Quartet, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


With MC Dudley Perkins, Georgia Anne Muldrow, 

and Kankick, 9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 23, at The 

New Parish. $15-$25; thenewparish.com 

The Queen of Hip-Hop is coming to Oakland and we're in for a real treat here. 
Legendary Philly MC Bahamadia’s signature monotone flow was an essential 
part of the underground hip-hop movement with her 1996 debut LP Kollage 
and then on timeless tracks with The Roots (“Push Up Ya Lighter”), Guru’s 
Jazzmatazz (“Respect The Architect”) and Talib Kweli (“Chaos.”) She kept it go- 
ing on her life-changing 2000 EP, BB Queen, where the drum-and-bass fusion 
masterpiece “Pep Talk” is still one of finest displays of lyrical mastery that hip- 
hop has ever heard. She'll be gracing the Bay Area with a set at Oakland’s New 
Parish on the heels of her latest single “We Here” on B-Girl Freedom Records. 
She’s still got that sick BB Queen flow, and this'll be an extra-special show for 
hip-hop heads as she’s joined by Stones Throw’s MC Dudley Perkins and singer 
Georgia Anne Muldrow along with ex-Lootpack collaborator Kankick. Adrian 


Spinelli 
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TWO BIG NIGHTS FEATURING! 


Y PRETTY LIGHTS 


THE GLITCH MOB @ FLYING LOTUS 


BEATS ANTIQUE ® LETTUCE 


BREAK SCIENCE » BIT FUNK * FORT KNOX FIVE 
WORTHY » PUMPKIN » MOTION POTION 
3-CREW SILENT FRISCO BATTLE FEATURING 


THE MoM DJs: GORDO CABEZA-TIMOTEO GIGANTE:DJ PHELCK: THE CAPTAIN HAT 
SILENT FRISCO: MIKEY THUNDER-SHOUTS!:DJ MANCUB:*MATT HAZE’ USLIFT 
BLASTHAUS: GIRLS N BOOMBOXES BLUE FARM: ANALOG DISCO 


TRAPEZE BURLESQUE ELECTRO SIDESHOW ——— 


DJSETS: DELACHAUX - THE KLOWN - THE GENTLEMEN CALLERS of LOS ANGELES 
BELLHOP -SPEAKEASY SYNDICATE «JAZZY FOX 
BUBBLES & BURLESQUE: MEKALA CREME - ELEKTRA CUTE - OLIVIA BELLAFONTAINE 
MOJO DEVILLE -HUNNY BUNNAH -1ZA LA VAMP: TONYA KAY - JAY SIREN: MC EMMA NATION 


TWO HUGE NIGHTS AT THE EPIC AUDITORIUM WITH TWO SPECTACULAR SIDEROOMS 
RING IN 2015 WITH SEA OF DREAMS PATENTED MIDNIGHT MAJESTIES 
DRESS IN DREAM ATTIRE AND CREATE YOUR NYE FANTASY 
SPLURGE ON POSH VIP PACKAGES AND LIVE LARGE 


BILL. GRAHAM CIVIC AUDITORIUM 


99 GROVE ST, CIVIC CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO, 8PM-3AM 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
TICKET OUTLETS: THE INDEPENDENT (SAN FRANCISCO) THE FOX THEATER (OAKLAND) 


= - WwWw.SEAOF DREAMSNYE. coq, wood 
oa — C00 = > 
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The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Shannon Wolfe & Lee Bloom, 8:30 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Charlie 
Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Marinade, 9 
p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Pascal Bokar Group, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Jules 
Leyhe, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 
Ford, Third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m.; Wendy 
DeWitt, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Artists’ Television Access: 992 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco. Moments of Being: An Evening of Sound & 
Film Performances, featuring audio by Ensemble 
Economique, Maria Horn & Kali Malone, and Sky 
Madden, plus visuals by John Davis and Paul Clipson, 
8 p.m., $10. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. LSG 
New Music Series, w/ Thomas Dimuzio, Ben Bennett/ 
Wilson Shook, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Brian 
McKnight Trio, 8 & 10 p.m., $45-$75. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “In 
n’ Out,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk, Third Thursday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free. 








11PM: COOKIE DOUGH 
PRESENTS THE 


MOnSteR 
DrAG SHoW 


NON-STOP MASHUP 
DRAG SHOW 
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/ . THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE >, 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


DJ MC2 & PAUL GOODYEAR 


SATURDAY DEC 20 


TWO ROOMS ~- ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF « 21+ wi 
9PM-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE 10PM - BOOTIESFCOM 
SKIP THE LINE? $15 ADVANCE TIX @ DMALOUNGE COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST 109 PEOPLE! 





MYSTERIOUS D 
ENTYME 
LOUNGE: 
MOnSteA 
ELeCtrO 
HoWUsE PArtY 
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FRIDAY 12/19 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Hibbity Dibbity, 
Northerner, Assateague, 9 p.m., $7. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Guitar 
Player's 10th Anniversary Holiday Bash, w/ Jimmy 
Leslie, Michael Molenda, James Nash, Shelly Doty, 
Eric McFadden, and more, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Joyce 
Manor, Toys That Kill, Joyride!, 9:30 p.m., $13-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. “Solstice in 
Stereo II," w/ Foxtails Brigade, The Tambo Rays, Ash 
Reiter, 9 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. Corrections 
House, Ides of Gemini, Statiqbloom, 8:30 p.m., 
$12-$15. 
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ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: Motor 
Inn, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Devel- 
opment, Picklehorse, Mohammad & The Mountain, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Future Twin, 
Sunhaze, EagleWolfSnake, 9 p.m., $7. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. MisterWives, 
The Black & The White, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., 
$15-S17. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Say Anything, Saves 
the Day, Reggie & The Full Effect, 8 p.m., $27. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. iLoveMa- 
konnen, Nick Melons, Sean G, Bobby Peru, Segundo, 
Cellus, 10 p.m., $20-$25 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Tube & 


Hii 


415-655-5600 
(B8O) Silllnnece Se. Sl= 


008 


@ THEADDITIONSF 





Berger, J.Remy, Glade Luco, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. “U-Haul,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & China G, 9 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,”’ 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dancing Ghosts: 
Wicked Winter Wonderland,” w/ DJs Daniel Myer 
(Haujobb), Xander, Unit 77, Fact.50, and Panic, 9:30 
p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “So Stoked 
for Christmas,” w/ Thee-0, Simon Apex, Hiro, Dirt 
Cheap, John Beaver, SwitchBlade, Medium Rvre, 7 
p.m., $20-$25. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Black Magic Disko," w/ 
Dance Spirit, Qzen, Jeniluv, Jason Greer, Mozghan, 
10 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
“We Rock Fridays,” 9:30 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Moullinex, Tropicool, 
Eli Glad, 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “That 
‘80s Show,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, Third Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Dirtybird 
Players,” w/ Justin Martin, J.Phlip, Christian Martin, 
Worthy, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Beats by the 
Pound,” w/ Harvard Bass, Richie Panic, Benjamin 
Vallery, Chris Orr, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “House of Bass,” 
w/ Zero Fucks DJs (in the OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., free- 
$5; “Electric Nostalgia: Daft Punk vs. Radiohead vs. 
Depeche Mode," w/ DJs Motion Potion, Matt Haze, 
and Boris Levit (in the main room), 9 p.m., $10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Phoria," w/ 
Neelix, Jonny Atom, Erika K, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 65/7 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. ‘| Wanna Dance with Somebody: A Whitney 
Houston Tribute Party,” 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. tyDi, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
J Rocc, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Juicy,” w/ DJ 
Ry Toast, Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 
(free before 11 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “The 45 Sessions: A 
Winter Sessions Addition," w/ Diamond D & The 45 
King, DJ Shortkut, DJ Platurn, Mr. E, more, 9 p.m., 
$12-$18 advance. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
“For the Love of Music,” w/ Evenodds, Apollo, 
TyreseJohnsonMusic & DJ Basta, Mani Draper, Red 
Corvette, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. A Very 
Shut-Ins Xmas, 7 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. Lasher 
Keen, Faun Fables, Birch Book, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Jugtown Pirates, Coo Coo Birds, Brethren of the 
Coast, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Pa’ ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Ben Ahn, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. “Bluegrass 
Bonanza: Holiday Edition,’ Ugly Christmas sweater 
party and food drive with The Mountain Men and The 
Vivants, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 
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Censor-Baitingly Clever 


TYLER, THE CREATOR 





Terry Richardson 


With Taco, 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18, at the Warfield. 
$32.50-$35, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


The end of 2014 finds Tyler, the Creator, multitalented impresario of the Los 
Angeles rap syndicate and youth-culture conglomerate Odd Future, making up 
his mind between vocations: enfant terrible or artiste? Since turning 23 in 
March, he’s been arrested for inciting a riot during a concert (his own, at SXSW) 
and interviewed on Larry King Live (he did not, needless to say, dress up); he’s 
dropped a few censor-baitingly clever cameo verses and hints about his forth- 
coming fourth solo album, but music is now just one key on the detuned piano 
of his personal franchise, which also ranges from a clothing line to a sketch com- 
edy TV show to a handful of deeply surreal Mountain Dew commercials. Point 
is, now’s probably as interesting a point as any on his evolutionary trajectory to 
witness, and your guess is as good as ours as to what the evening will have in 


store. Daniel Levin Becker 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Josh Taylor 
& Friends, Third Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don 
Alberts & Art Lewis Trio with Aaron Cohn, 5:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Mark Robinson, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Frank 
Gratkowski, Chris Brown, and William Winant Trio, 
8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Ollie 
Dudek, 7 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Yvonne Flores: Under the Mistletoe, 8 p.m., $25-$40. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Cyril Guiraud 
Quartet, Third Friday of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco. Miles 
Ahead, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. Miles 
Ahead, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sam Cady, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 
Brava Theater Center: 2781 24th St., San Francisco. 
Loco Bloco: 20 Years of Beats in the Streets, Dec. 
19-20, 7 p.m., $5-S10. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Mazacote, 10 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Mario Flores, 
8 p.m., free. 


Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 


Makrd, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 








THE REGENCY BALLROOM (iLL SIAN (Z2N 8¢ ot it B, 


(OTOONTRACK 


MES TAAC T-“REALITE 


NORTg AMERICA TOUR 2014 


_ON SALE FRIDAY! 


= 


MARCH 7 


featuring TACO 


. INGECTE 
Mise ty f 


SANTA_MU3RTE 


DECEMBER 


SOUND REMEDY DECEMBER 19 > FRIDAY! 


FEBRUARY 15 * ON SALE FRIDAY 10AM! 


740) 11-10) 4 
GETTER 
FOX STEVENSON ¢ AWEMINUS 


DECEMBER 27 


2 NIGHTS OF NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
THE FLAMING LIPS 


FOXYGEN + 
BAD THINGS (12/30) 


FOXYGEN + 
SPECIAL SURPRISE GUESTS (12/31) 


DECEMBER 30 & 31 


SPANDAU BALLET 
JANUARY 23 


DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS 
JONATHAN BUTLER 
CHRISTOPHER CROSS 
MAYSA 


DECEMBER 21 


ANTHONY GREEN 
| CAN MAKE A MESS 


AARON WEST AND 
THE ROARING TWENTIES 


ELDER BROTHER 
JANUARY 14 


LAIDBACK LUKE 
GTA 
D.O.D 
NICK G 


DECEMBER 28 


PAPER DIAMOND 
KEYS N KRATES 
SAQI * DJ MORALE 

DECEMBER 29 


Yo}. fc] Jo] UF 
Rote) 7X -) 
JANUARY 30 SLEEPING WITH SIRENS 
PIERCE THE VEIL 
PVRIS * MALLORY KNOX 


JANUARY 26 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


TAINTED LOVE 
MUSTACHE HARBOR JON ANDERSON 


DECEMBER 31 * NEW YEAR’S EVE! JANUARY 31 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 








@THEWARFIELD WARFIELD THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM REGENCYBALLROOM fC] THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 
TOW Ale) Gal] GOLDENVOICE.com Get tickets at @ aXxs. com 
OR CALL 888-929-7849 
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EYE HEART PRESENTS THE 6TH ANNUAI 


STREETS OF SAN FRANCISCO 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 


se . 
8 Se 


~ ee 


KILL PARIS * VICEROY 
TRAVISWILD * AARON AXELSEN 


PREMIUM OPEN BAR ® 21 
AWARD-WINNING PRODUCT 


FORT MASODF SAN FRANCISCO 


VOTED: “BEST EVENT IN SAN FRANCISCO" 


L-RROMEONYE.COM 
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Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Pangea 
Futbol Club, Third Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Stereo: The 
Goodbye Party," w/ DJ Chico X, 9:30 p.m., $10. 


REGGAE 


Asiento: 2730 21st St., San Francisco. “Kulcha Latino," 
w/ resident selectors Stepwise, Ras Rican, and EI 
Kool Kyle, Third Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. One Drop, 
Dewey & The Peoples, Saane & Delight, 10 p.m., 
$8-$10. 


BLUES 


Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Patty 
Bobo, 6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Freddie Rou- 
lette, 4 p.m.; Shad Harris, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Brian 
McKnight Trio, 8 & 10 p.m., $65-$85. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. ‘Soul 4 the 
Season," w/ Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, Terrie Odabi, 
and Dana Moret, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24-$36 advance. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Oldies 
Night," W/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, and friends, 


Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


SATURDAY 12/20 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Sean Wheeler 
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& Zander Schloss, Lightnin’ Woodcock & The Bad 
Mothafuggas, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Joyce 
Manor, Toys That Kill, Hard Girls, 9:30 p.m., $13-$15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Everyone Is Dirty, Annie Girl & The Flight, Down Dirty 
Shake, Paisano, 8 p.m., $8-$13. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Rue ‘66, The 
Incidentals, Agency EL84, 8 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Migrant 
Pickers, Surprisitory, The Golden Path, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “The Queen 
Is Dead,” w/ This Charming Band, plus DJs Mario 
Muse, Melisser A-Go-Go, Jacob Fury, and Maren 
Christensen, 9 p.m., $5-$8. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Moonalice, The Fall 
Risk, 8 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Cormorant, 
lon, Wild Hunt, Infinite Waste, 9:45 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Rhythm 
Control,"’ w/ DJs J-Maz, Johnny Nunes, Jmontag, 
and guests, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 Ith St., San Francisco. Perseus, 
JOill, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 ith St., San Francisco. “Chaos,” w/ 
DJs Tristan Jaxx & Erik Withakay, 10 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘New Wave 
City: The Smiths Night,” w/ DJs Low-Life, Kenny, 
Moonshine, Shindog, and Andy T, 9 p.m., $7- 
$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. ‘Bootie S.F.," 
w/ The Monster Show, Mysterious D, Entyme, DJ MC2, 
Paul Goodyear, more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 


-- Thursday, December 1%, 2014 -- 
Dance Karaoke Thursdays 


with DI Purple 


-- Friday, December 19, 2014 -- 


STEREO - 
¥0's/90's Rock en Espanol #& Salsa 


-- Saturday, December 20, 2014 -- 


SQ FRESH Holidaus! 
The Freshest ¥0's and 90 
OLA School Hip Hop Party; 


The Farewell Party 


HAPPY HOUR DRINKSSPECIAES 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The Show,” 
w/ Freddy Be, Ben Seagren, Dean Samaras, and 
Joseph Lee (starts 1 a.m. Sunday morning), $15- 
$20. 

Hawthorn: 46 Geary, San Francisco. “On&On," w/ 
Wankelmut, Rachel Torro, Eric Jacobs, 9 p.m., $15. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““Bounce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Fringe, w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, Third 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 
p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Goldroom (DJ 
set), 9 p.m., $18. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Salted Holiday Party,"’ 
w/ Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, Frankie Boissy, and Lisa 
Shaw, 10 p.m., $10 before 11 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Direct to Earth's 
Winter Wonderland Experience,” w/ Carl Craig, Max 
Gardner, Bob Five, Trev Campbell, Brian Knarfield, 
9 p.m., $10-$25. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “The Prince & 
Michael Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul (in the main 
room), 9 p.m., $8-$10; “Public Works Holiday Bash,’ 
w/ DJ Peter Blick (in the OddJob Loft), 9:30 p.m., 
free with Facebook RSVP. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ‘‘Gameboi 
S.F.,"" w/ VJ LaRock, Third Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Henry Fong, 9 
p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Phoria,” w/ Menno 
de Jong, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “SQURRRL 
Gives Back,” Larkin Street Youth Services benefit 
party with DJs Trevor Sigler, Joe Pickett, and Jake 
Brower, 9 p.m., $5. 


415-655-5600 
1550 Fillmore St. SF 


Lia Rose plays Saturday, 
Dec. 20 at The Chapel. 





Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Ba- HIP-HOP 


nanas,” w/ Austin Cesear, Leech, Guillaume, Ford 
Prefect, Steph Lee, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Matisse & Sadko, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Shine,” 
Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Dregs 
One, A.K.Aye, DaRealWordSound, Majik MC, Ikabod 


NEWEST 


www. heAdaition.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Bum, Noise, Forcee the Kid, Thought Provoka, 5 p.m., 
free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dilated Peoples, Main Attrakionz, 9 p.m., $25. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “The Bump,” 
w/ The Whooligan, Third Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “The 
Booty Bassment,” w/ DJs Dimitri Dickinson & Ryan 
Poulsen, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘So Fresh,” 
w/ DJs Twin Spin & Dave Tactics, Third Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. with 
RSVP. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Sam Doores, 
Pony Hunt, Chela Lujan, 6 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Lia Rose, Tom 
Rhodes, 9 p.m., $15. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. “The Yuletide 
Pageant," w/ Kim Kenny, Scott Mickelson, Jeff 
Desira, Michele Kappel-Stone, and Brett Cline, 8 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. A Talent 
for Mischief, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Yancie 
Taylor Quintet, 8 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit in the Hammond Cheese 1/2 


Sandwich, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Pascal Bokar Group, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 
Maisa Duke y Energia do Samba, Third Saturday of 
every month, 11:30 p.m. 

Brava Theater Center: 2781 24th St., San Francisco. 
Loco Bloco: 20 Years of Beats in the Streets, Dec. 
19-20, 7 p.m., $5-S10. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Candela, 10 p.m. 

Jewish Community Center of San Francisco: 3200 
California, San Francisco. Saturdays Unplugged: 
Hanukkah, With Saul Goodman's Klezmer Band, 
4p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Sang Matiz, Kuckaw!, Pangea Futbol Club, 9:30 p.m., 
$10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Quijerema, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 
Baby Rasta y Gringo, 8 p.m. 


DEC 18 - 21 
BRIAN MCKNIGHT 
DEC 24 


_ CLAIRDEE’S 12TH ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 


DEC 26 
LEGENDARY R&B WITH 


THE SPINNERS 


DEC 27 - 28 
CHRISTIAN MCBRIDE TRIO 


DEC 29 - 31 
NEW YEAR'S WITH 


ERIC BENET 
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BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Cafe R&B, 
7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez & 
Second Hand Smoke, Third Saturday of every month, 
4 p.m.; Delta Wires, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Funk 
Revival Orchestra, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Brian 
McKnight Trio, 8 & 10 p.m., $65-$85. 


DG |e 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Saturday 
Night Soul Party," w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, 
and Paul Paul, Third Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘So Much 
Soul,” w/ DJs Shortkut & Vinroc, 10 p.m., $5 before 
11 p.m. 


SUNDAY 12/21 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. 20 Sided 
Records Xmas Party, w/ One Hundred Percent, 
Couches, Balms, 9 p.m., $3. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
We Will Be Lions, Brookfield Duece, Starr Cullars, 8 
p.m., $6-$10. 


“f 
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DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco. The Jingle Bell 
Rock & Metal Fest, w/ Sketch Republic, Bereavement, 
Ricky & The Swedes, Optimum, The Residuals, Or- 
biting Pluto, Karmin Line, BullyWest, 5:30 p.m., $10- 
$15. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Lee 
Bob & The Truth, James Finch Jr., Hidden in the 
Sun, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Hounds of 
Innsmouth, Unbecome, Suits of Steel, 6:30 p.m., St1- 
$14. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay Sun- 
days," 9 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘““Matinée,"’ 
w/ DJ Luiza Sd-Davis, 7 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mission,"’ 
w/ DJ Sep & Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Hornblower Cruises: Pier 3, San Francisco. “A Holiday 
Cruise Aboard the San Francisco Spirit," w/ H.0.S.H., 
Anthony Mansfield, Johnnie Walker, Bob Campbell, 
Papa Lu, and Ali, 5 p.m., $50-$80. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,’ 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Jock,’ Sundays, 
3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., 
free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Disco Daddy," 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, Third Sunday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $5. 


KITCHEN ay ers ar 6PM 





12/1] “WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


1213 py’s BIG DWAYNE & AJ 
SPIN SOUL/ROCKSTEADY 
9PM ¢- FREE 


12/20 MIGUEL’S TURBOJUGEND B-DAY PARTY 


SEAN WHEELER (Ex THROWRAG) 
+ ZANDER SCHLOSS 

(EX CIRCLE JERKS/WEIRDOS) 
LIGHTNIN’ WOODCOCK & THE BAD 
MOTHAFUGGAS 

10PM ONLY $5 

12/21 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY 
NIGHT” 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


12/22 «MOJITO MONDAYS” 


$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12/23 “TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS” 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Talib Kweli, Niko, K'Valentine, 9 p.m., $29.50-$35. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Manjali 
Light, Borrowed Trouble, Johnny Nash & G-Rad, 
6 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. A Gospel 
Christmas with Kim Nalley, 7 & 9 p.m., $24. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Terrence Brewer 
Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Sheldon 
Brown/Ben Goldberg Quartet with John Shifflett & 
Jason Lewis, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Cotton- 
tails, Third Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Chris Duggan, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. ‘Hot 
Bachata Nights," w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CF © 


OPEN NOON « 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


CAS 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CAS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


($20 with dance lessons). 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chelm 
Feelharmonik Klezmer Trio, 4:30 p.m. 

Caiia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San Francisco. 
“La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Jam Night, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Jim 
Moore & Funktional Soul, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 4 
p.m.; Silvia C, Third Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Brian 
McKnight Trio, 7 & 9 p.m., $45-$75. 


MONDAY 12/22 


ROCK 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Toner, Heming- 
way, 9 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 


SICQCL 5 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


carnartr & 


oY Ye 


The Margesl 
Selection of 


CARHARTT PANTS 


2366 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN I9TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415. 624. 7729 


WZOOTSUITSTORE COM 
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Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl Broth- 
ers, Fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Samuel 
Roland & Bill Leigh, 7 p.m. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 12/19 - 6PM - CLOSE - FREE 





eoeoeereeeecee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeee 


SATURDAY 12/20 - 9PM - $8 


oeoeereeee ee eee e eee ee see eee e eee eee eeeeeeeee sees 


SATURDAY 1/10 - 12PM 
$15 ADULTS/$5 KIDS 


eeoeceeoeo eee eee eee e eee ee eer eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeee 


SATURDAY 1/10 - 9PM - $7 


THURSDAY 1/15 - 9PM - $10/$12 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylarking,” 
w/ l&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Howell- 
Devine, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 


$8 MEZZANINE 


FRI DECEMBER 19 - 9PM 


DIRTYBIRD 


SAT DECEMBER 20 - 8:30PIVi 


GOLDROO 


SET 


SAT DECEMBER 27 - SPIVi 
THE HOOD INTERNET 


WEDS DECEMBER 31- 9PM’ 


GUT COPY im: 


2015 


af iemed 


THU JANUARY 1 - 2PIV 


SUSIE bm PARTY 


|.) COLD WAR KIDS 
).) | PUSH rearumims oan asHury 
)\ > ANIFE PARTY 
|.) SAGE FRANCIS 
) ) ALVIN RISK 
) 0) PRINCESS puss pumrce gen 
\) GORGON CITY 
-) MINDNESS 
“>> ULLY WOOD AND THE PRICK 


METZTZANINESS.COM 1 415.625.8880! 21+ 


9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 12/23 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Ferocious Few, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Darksatellite, The 
Institution, 0 Serpent, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Church of 
Tommy, Sounds of Satellites, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. High & 
Tight, Beast Fiend, TV.Static, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 


“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““Soundpieces,”’ 
10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Phat Tuesday," w/ 
DJ Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Songwriter 
in Residence: Alan Monasch, 7 p.m. continues 
through Dec. 30. 


PsN Be) fe) fw) ey Ve 4 


-leleya| -8-) & 
NYE 2015 SH!T SHOW 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


INCANTATION 
W FUNERUS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


VEIL OF MAYA & UPON 
eli em -le]») 4 
W/ VOLUMES AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


MAYHEM & WATAIN 
W/ REVENGE 


SKETCHFEST SF PRESENTS: 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


FELIX MARTIN & 
wv 4 Ae) 
me) od — 07 PsN ae | 8] Sy 


JOHN 5 & THE CREATURES 
W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


10 YEARS 
W/ OTHERWISE, 
THE GLORIOUS SONS, LUMINOTH 


| et 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


PIG DESTROYER 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, DESPISE YOU 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE 
PRESENTS: 
MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 
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ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER. 17 9 PM - $7 
ELBO’ROOM:PRESENTS 


TURN: ME ON 
DEAD MAN, 
TWIN TRILOGY; GARTIALGE 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 9:30 PM - $6 
Bigs 
THE FINAL NIGHT 
RESIDENT DUS 
PLEASUREMAKER. &.1ZZY WISE 
PLUS QUIQUE*on:PERcUSSION 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 10/PM = S8°ADV / $10 DOOR 
ELBO ROOMSPRESENTS 


ONE DROP, 
DEWEY. & TRE: PEOPLES, 
SAANE: & DELIGHT 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20°10 PM - $10 
OPINNING. 605. S0UL 455 


SATURDAY NICHT 


SOUL PARTY 
wiTH DuS LUGKY;-PAUL PAUL, 
AnD PHENGREN OSWALD 


$9 DISCOUNT IN. SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 91 9 PM 
FREE BEFORE: 9:30. /S6 AFTER 
DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE BEST ANSDUB, ROOTS REGGAE & 
DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP 
MANEESH tHe TWISTER 
(SURVA-DUB/KPFA) 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
OPEN SyPM=10°PM 


THURSDAY, DEGEMBER.25°9:PM - $10 
KARLA LAVEY’S: FIRST. SATANIC-CHURGH 
PRESENTS 


THE 17TH ANNUAL 
31 Ved @ GR 
FEATURING 
PACHUECO GADAVER 
(CAPTAIN-BEEFHEART COVER BAND), 
KITTEN ON THE KEYS; THE FUXEDOS, 
ZANNA NERA,-BITE; THEREMIN WIZARD 


BARNEY, GHAGKRA- FUKER; KROB 
AND. MORE 


UP COMES SHO WS 


FRI 12/26-Dd ‘SID PRESLEY & FRIENDS 
SAT 12/27 -MOFORRO 


SUN 12/28 DUB: MISSION: ROBERT RANKIN’, 


SPLIFF'SKANKIN’, ‘DJ. SEP 
TUE 12/30 BOBBY T & THE SLACKERS 
WED 12/31 HELLA SAUCEY NYE 
W/ ANDRE, LADYFINGAZ, JIBBZ 
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PRESENTING THE IST WHITE PARTY OF THE YEAR 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 






;. OPEN BAR 6-9PM 


GIVEAWAYS & PARTY FAVORS 


MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


HUN 








546 BROADIAY | NORTH BEACH | 415.362.7763 
WWW _HUNGRYISF.COM | #HUNGRYISF @HUNGRYISF 
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‘Talib Kweli p performs Sunday, | 
‘Dec. 21 at The easel 
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Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Todos Santos, 
8 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Carol Luckenbach, 

7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 


7. 


Fisherman's Wharf San Francisco, CA 


[ 1) M34) Y 
LS 
Wednesday, December 17th | 8:00PM- 12:00AM 
SCOMAS PAR Tey, 
DJSREGGIE 
Thursday, December 18th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
JAMESSMICHAEL DAY, 


SOLO}PIANO 
Friday, December 19th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


SOULIMECHANTX 


Saturday, December 2oth | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


BOBBIESWEBB 


Sunday, December 21st | 8:00PM- 12:00AM 


SUNDAYSIAZZENIGH HT 
FEATSPRESTONETURNERIG 
JAMESIMICHAELDAY,; 
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KEY LIME 10 


M. 
cha ANPAGNE 


LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 
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mads,"’ w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce 
Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Echale 
Mas Salsa," 9 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. “Bay City 
Blues,” w/ Chris Cain, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos Duo, 
5:30 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams," w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


WEEKLY 


415.536.8180 
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SAVAGE LOVE } AT THE NEPTUNE 


By Dan Savage 


We just did a live taping of the Savage Lovecast at 
Seattle’s Neptune Theatre. Audience members sub- 
mitted more questions — anonymously, on index 
cards — than we could possibly answer during the 
Q&A segment of the show. So I’m answering some 
of the questions we didn’t get to in this week’s col- 
umn. Here we go: 


My partner wants me to pee on him. I’m not so into it. 
Now what? Should I do the “one and done” thing or put 
it on the big “no way’ list? 

One and done — and with any luck, after 
seeing what a big nothing peeing on someone ac- 
tually is, you'll have a change of heart and peeing 
on your partner will wind up on your “once ina 
while, if you're good, and only after I’ve had few 
beers so it’s basically just hot water” list. 


My boyfriend seems to love the dog more than me. 
What gives? 
Apparently the dog does. 


My dick gets dry and kinda bumpy. Lately, there have 
been more bumps. Why? 

You might want to ask someone who reads 
braille to run their fingers over your cock — you 
know, just to rule out the possibility that Helen 
Keller is trying to communicate with you from 
the great beyond. You might also want to see a 
doctor — it could be HPV (sexually transmitted) 
or molluscum contagiosum (sometimes sexually 
transmitted), both of which require treatment, or 
it could simply be “pearly penile papules,” which 
are harmless and do not require treatment. 


Would you let a grateful, mostly straightish guy give you 

a handjob for all the good work you've done in the 

world? And would you let a straightish woman watch? 
Yes and no. 


Is it immoral to fuck an ex-professor who's married and 
has three kids if his wife hasn’t fucked him since March? 
Yes (if he’s lying) and no (if he’s not). 


What is the proper etiquette at most fetish/sex clubs? 
Can you go and simply observe and not participate? 

Some fetish/sex clubs allow people to ob- 
serve on the theory that today’s nervous newbie 
observer is tomorrow’s confident active player. 
Other fetish/sex clubs welcome only active 
players because they don’t want to be overrun 
by voyeurs, gawkers, or tourists. Most clubs 
have contact info on their websites, so your best 
course of action is to email the place you want to 
attend and ask them. 


In the past, I’ve had boyfriends who were horrible 
gift-givers (Christmas, anniversary, birthday). Is the 
thought and time a guy puts into gift-giving an indica- 
tor of a good mate? 

I’m a lousy gift-giver but a decent mate — at 
least that’s what my husband tells me — so 
I may not be the best person to answer this 
question. But you've had multiple boyfriends 
who were lousy gift-givers — so this may bea 
question you can answer for yourself. Set aside 
the gift-giving issues/lapses/horrors and ask 
yourself if your boyfriends are decent mates 
otherwise. 


My gay husband of five years knew what he was getting 


when he got into our relationship: a total bottom. Now 
he wants to find a top to play with, but he also knew 
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that I was not “open to open.” That was the price of ad- 
mission. Can you tell him to stop annoying me? 

The price of admission cuts both ways. The 
price of admission he had to pay to be with you: 
no other partners for him, no getting topped 
again, ever. But if he’s not willing to keep paying 
that price, then you may have to decide whether 
you re willing pay his price: He gets to play with 
another top — always safely, once in a great 
while, maybe with you — or he walks. 


Ihave not come from a blowjob since I was a 17-year-old 
boy. Do I give up on my quest to orgasm in someone's 
mouth or do I continue to subject poor women to failure? 

Mix blowjobs and handjobs together — jerk 
your cock to the point-of-inevitability place — 
and you'll not fail. 


I'ma 25-year-old female. I started feeling attracted to 

girls in college and lost all attraction to men for three 

years. A year ago, I started feeling attracted to men 

again and lost all interest in women. What is going on? 
LUGgage. 


I provide counseling to a client who accesses the S&M 
community fairly frequently. She has shared with me 
that she often attends a dungeon in order for someone 
to inflict pain on her — not because she enjoys it, but 
because she’s hoping they'll go far enough to put her life 
in jeopardy. She does not use the safe words provided to 
her. What are the ethics of this? 

Unless the kinksters at the dungeon she at- 
tends are engaged in extremely risky forms of 
edge play — breath control, asphyxiation, fire 
play, gun play — her life is not in danger. (Sui- 
cide-by-cop is a thing, suicide-by-tit-clamp is 
not. So here’s hoping she’s bullshitting you.) But 
if she somehow managed to find the one public 
dungeon on earth where tops rely on bottoms to 
use their safe words to prevent their own deaths 
during edge play: What your client is doing is 
unethical and unfair. A top’s consent matters in a 
BDSM scene, too — and the people she’s playing 
with consented to top her, not off her. Tell her to 
knock it off. 


I'ma 40-year-old vegetarian guy living ina small college 
town and looking for an LTR. Sadly, most women my 
age eat meat. How do vegetarians and meat eaters com- 
promise in LTRs? 

The meat eater agrees to keep a meat-free 
home; the vegetarian agrees to keep a Mor- 
rissey-free home. 


Thave a glass dildo that I love, but I worry it might break 
if I go at it too rough. Is this possible? I don’t want to 
show up in the ER with glass in my vagina. 

Glass dildos — quality ones — are safer than 
many other kinds of dildos (nonporous surfaces, 
no icky chemicals), and one would have to be 
dropped from a great height onto a very hard 
surface to actually shatter. So unless you have a 
diaphragm made of marble and you're relying on 
velocity to insert your glass dildo — your partner 
drops it from the top of a building, you catch it 
with your pussy — you're in no danger. 


Thanks to everyone who came to the live taping of 
the Savage Lovecast — including Adult Baby Jesus 
and the Human Menorah — anda very special 
thanks to the iTunes editorial team for naming the 
Savage Lovecast one of the iTunes Best of 2014, 
along with Serial, WTE, The Moth, and TED Radio 
Hour. Such amazing company! The complete list of 
top podcasts is here: iTunes.com/bestpodcasts2014. 
You can find the Lovecast at savagelovecast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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CHATLINE™ 
Try for FREE 


415.765.1796 writes 


For More Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 


www.livelinks.com 


415.956.3737 
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Heat Up 
Your Night 
On RedHot 


415.402.1054 


18+ redhotdateline.com 





Discreet Chat 
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NORTH 
AMERICA’S 


BUSIEST 
CHAT LINE 


See who's online now! PAMPERED OASIS 


Surrender to bliss, simply receive & be 
nurtured. Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate. | Enjoy Catering To 
Mature Gentlemen. All My Sessions Are 
Tailored To Fit Your Needs Private Oakland 
Incall. Close To Lake Merritt! Call To Book 
The Experience You'll Cherish, 
Angela (510) 677-2388 





oS 


QuestChat’ 









CLASSY SENSUAL ASIAN SWEETHEART 
READY TO SPOIL YOU! 
Independent professional massage 
therapist ready to give the Elite Deserving 
Gentlemen a relaxing sensual pampering. 
Private Oakland Incall close to Lake Merritt. 
Call Halle at 707-701-1807 





Club Voice M.A.L.E. 
(Ultra M4M Chat) SWEET & PETITE 


= = : For a Great Massage, 
1-206-876-6669 Call Ally at 650-630-3815 
L.D. rate apply 18+ 





Call the VIP Club EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
(America’s HOTTEST talkline) | like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. 


1-869-662-4422 Maybe you would too? Available days & 
eOraee evenings. 12 Noon-12 Midnight. Incall/ 
Outcall CALL: 415-435-7526 


RE AL  TALKWITHHOT 


HORNY  LOCALGIRLS 
1) -) 


Int. LD rates apply 18+ 
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Under New 
Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage} 


2068 Mission St. 2nd dor ow: 
415-552-6800 9am: pin 
b/t 16th/17th neaig 16th St. Bart 


L’Amour Spa Massage 


The Best Relaxation Massage in Town 


602 Jackson St a Kearny in $F 
415 78) 4224 


| FREE DRY SAUNA — 
eae BODY MASSAGE 


BLUE SKY BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER CENTER 


SAE 9793 
OPE 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 


SE, CA 94115 
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5 fhen ' fou brit | 
2 T minh He 


TOANISORM 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 
Fresh & Clean Location 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 








QUEENS 


HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 







beautiful, friendly Asian ” i, | : 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


Pec eeercesccrcesccscrceccoceneereceeeeecereeserereeeseeseoeeeeeEEeseeseoEeEeeEeeEeoeS 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 
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GRAND OPENING 





GRANB @PENING 


i 


1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
(between Ellis St. & O’farrell St.) 
SF, CA 94115 — Call: (415) 359-9959 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly, 60, minutes Awesome 
Full Body,Massage; Not45 or. 55 


spd oY-Yat-are- Mole] melal(elUl-mmrelilem Celilo 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 











CMT- “guacttlp Asian Massage 
ia Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 


Meet Shirley, CMT 
a Private Garage Parking ia 


6 Years Experience | 


940 Bush Street, << CA 94109 415-567-8825 


er 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


EMPIRE 
HEALTH 
CLUB 


| Open 7 Days a Week 
10am - midnight 
=—_ Sa 


Visa/MasterCard / 
Discover accepted 


EROTIC PLAYGROUND 


Meet Sexy 
Singles 
Tem (olelameNa | 


1-888-660-4446 


HOT LOCAL CHAT 10 BUCK PHONE SEX 
1-708-613-2100 1-877-919-3279 


GAY & BI = REAL HORNY GIRLS 
1-708-613-2103 1-800-811-4048 


LD RATES APPLY 


YOUR AD HERE 


CALL 415-536-8158 
OR VISIT WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM FOR DETAILS 


SF 


WEEKLY 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


” Now Hiring Masseuses 
With Permits 


428 O’Farrell St. @ Taylor 
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


RENTALS 





Computer/IT: Rodan & Fields, LLC is 
seeking a Sr. net Dvplr for its San Fran- 
cisco, CA Ictn to act as the Technical 
Lead for Enterprise Services team (E.S.) 
for SOA based Architecture, Design & 
Dvlpt. Must have a Bach of Eng Deg 

or foreign deg equivit in Comp Sci or 
ritd fld + 5 yrs exp in rltd occptn of s/w 
dvpImnt in Microsoft Technologies, 

4 yrs exp in each of the following: 
design, analysis, & coding using C# & 
ASP.NET; & design & dvlpmnt using 
SQL RDBMS & 3 yrs exp in each of the 
following: S/w dvlpmnt Experience 
using REST API; troubleshooting & 
maintenance of existing applctns in 
Production (Live Applctns); & Code Re- 
view Process. Send cover Itr & resume 
to Rodan & Fields, LLC, HR - Job # Sr. 
.net Developer, 60 Spear Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 94105. 





Manager, Software Engineering - Capital 
One Services II LLC in San Francisco, CA; 
Mult pos avail: Lead technical design, 
development, modification, and imple- 
mentation of computer applications 
using existing and emerging technology 
platforms with responsibility for overall 
delivery of software applications. 
Requires Master's degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engn/ClS/rel tech field & 2 
yrs exp in job offered or app dvplmt, OR 
Bachelor's or higher degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engg/ClS/rel tech field & 5 
yrs prog, post-bacc exp in job offered 

or app dvlpm. Must pass company’s 
assessment. To apply, visit www.capital- 
one.com/careers, then search keyword 
“Manager, Software Engineering’ or 
requisiton ID 769605. 





Business Intelligence Data Scientist: 
GREE, Int'l, Inc. Perform data analysis 
& devip statistical models for data 
mining. Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste. 590, San 
Francisco, CA 94107. 





Senior PHP Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Software systems engineering for 
onlinem gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Fir., San Francisco, CA 94104. 





Staff Data Analyst: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Statistical data analysis for online and 
mobile gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flir., San Francisco, CA 94104 








Sr Operations Analyst - Yield (San 
Francisco, CA)_ - Perform valid & test of 
pricg &yield models to ensure adequa- 
cy & reformul models. Req Mast deg 
(or FDE) in Bus Admin, Fin, Strategy, or 
cl rel fld & 3yrs of exp in job offrd or a 
rel. Exp must incl lyr bus analysis exp 
in digital adv; lyr exp wrkg in a matrix 
org interactg w/internal & external 
clients & makg mrkt strategy & pricg 
recommendatns; lyr of exp usg CRM 
systs, incl Dart, Salesforce, & AdTech; 
lyr of exp w/mrkt rsrch, data manip- 
ulatn & yield analysis; lyr of exp w/ 
projt mgmt in a digital ad corp; Must 
pass co’s analytical review. Res to Molly 
Larson, AOL Advertising, Inc, 22000 
Pacific Blvd, Dulles, VA 20166. 

Please ref job ref# 322791. 








Sys Analyst - Supply Chain to analyze 
existing supply chain mgmt S/W, current 
tech specs, & new technologies to 
improve systems structure. Reqs: BS 
CompSci +3yrs exp as Sys Analyst/Sys 
Consultant. Exp must incl: serve as cus- 
tomer liaison; design & implement SCM 
systems; C#; ASP.net; Java; HTML; XML; 
& AJAX. Work site/interview: San Fran- 
cisco, CA. Mail resume to: G. Cheong, 
Sephora USA, 525 Market St 32nd Flr, 
San Francisco CA 94105. Principals Only. 
No calls please. EOE 





HOUSE CLEANERS 


Great opportunity for exp. 
independents! Determine your own 


hours and schedule. 
Up to $17/hr base 1 on % + tips. 


References & some English required. 


(415) 239-1111 


RENTALS 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos 
1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 
1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 











SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
CONDO 


at the base of Heavenly - Ski in/ 
out - Warm, cozy and close to 
everything. 2BR, 2 Bath, 1100 s/f, 
wifi, cable, 2 flat screens. Centrally 
located within 2 miles from the 


casinos and 1 mile from the lake. 
Community hot tub just steps 
away off the deck. Call Carolyn 
Carman at (916) 612-2172 for 
details or visit Best Tahoe Cabin 
Rentals | Ski Chalet Rental | Lake- 
house | South Shore Drive | South 
Lake Tahoe Holiday Rentals to 
view Sitzmark Condo. 














COMPUTERS 

Technical Directors in San Francisco, 
CA. Desgn VFX animation, procedural 
& dynamic simulation, rigid body sim- 
ulation, and particle & fluid sys for use 
in feature film animation productions. 
Dvlp character rigs & animation setups. 
Reqs: Bachelor’s + 3 yrs exp. Apply: 
Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. 
LLC, Attn: E. Wintner, Job ID# TD5, P.O. 
Box 6992, Burbank, CA 91510-6992. 





ENGINEER 

OneLogin, Inc. seeks Application 
Software Engineer - Responsible for 
developing Single SignOn software 
and Restful web services on ruby on 
rails server framework. Worksite: San 
Francisco, CA. Apply to: https://www. 
onelogin.com/jobs. 


Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 





UR AP 
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CALL 416-634-6166 
OR WESIT WWWESF WEERLYOOM FOR DETAILS 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 






BicensecdEiMedicaliDoctornrsraKesPnoicliing) 


AR 


CMe Wis 


AS iii ple vale) 


1855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 | 


gecsf.com a 


$39 new patients 
247 or 


PriGgekeass Bvalhiatwoms 


aa 
R 


INTEL 


HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards 


Walk-ins Welcome: 


Beware! Some)Clinics Come‘and|Go and) Your 
Recommendation Will be\Worthless ; 
Don't take a chance. We Are)The Oldest/and Most 


Dependable. 


Only/Our!Doctors Will Support You in Court at Our 


Expense if needed. 


4'1'5*796°2254 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


3490 20th'St. 3rd Elo a 
San) Francisco, CA 941110 


www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 






TED 


ALIDAT iy 


rPARKIF i TRELAR 


cieevew Tee Crter 


Vets! at) preeertetiw! oF COegwwri 
. = 





SERVICES EMPLOYMENT HEALTH & WELLNESS ADULT CLASSIFIED 


TWO. 


Locations” 







NORTH 
AMERICA’S 


BUSIEST 
CHAT LINE 


QuestcCi at" 


415.829.1111 


Oakland so LO CY eB San Jose 408.514.0099 
Santa Rosa 707.583.1111 Other Cities 1.888.257.5757 


Fi questchat.com $25/SOmin Bee 


1.900.484.2525 
*18+ RESTR DNS 













cseatie BEST FOR LESS - WHY PAY MORE? 


TS te a 


SNCISO'S WO EOF THE 


$4 1/8th 


TOP SHELF 
PREMIUM 


rice incides tax 


= a ions ee eel 
4-5. ee f. PT wit Cee 


free )«( free 


pre-r au ec adibie 


rw 1 be a 


WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


WITH PROOF OF AD 


Grovers Recommendatio ilabl 
RENEWAL ‘> We 
From any anaael WI N A N IPA T 
Ses —< 


MMJDOCTOR.COM 











** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
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BicenseciMedicaliDoctonsraKe se Konjicliing) 


PriGgekess EWalviations 
GST TELES 


2 


New, pationt sil 


ue QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards 

Walk-ins Welcome: 

Beware! Some\Clinics Come’ land Go and Your 

Recommendation Will be\Worthless » AE 
Don’t|take’a chance. We Are’ The Oldest/and Most a ~ #1 MOST 
Dependable. TRUSTED 
(Only/Our,Doctors Will Support You in Court at Our 
|Expense) if; needed: 


3490 20th'St. 3rd|Floo Gp 
4155796: 2254 ‘San]Francisco, CA 9441/10) 


wi wi PriceLassEvaluaticn«.con 


Vet! wet oreeectetio of Cosgew 
— a 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

I like to have fun, each ane enjoy myself, Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenin 

12noon-12midnight. Incall/ Outcall 415-435-7526 





Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 
Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 








po ye CA Leoned 4 
= (100% Lowrie 


£235 Sony 20 Hi s45). 


J z <a; 
Bear REE! EVALUATION 





be 2 HoaeyerGestor | 
a» eld ber a whole yoo 















Retail Locations: 





San Francisco—Union Square 


——_= 


BERKELEY a MOMD.ORG v SAN JOSE San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
2588 Telegraph | : | 4630 Onkiand Rd San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Avenues Sr. 510) 684-4366. Suite A410 Berkeley—Telegraph 


Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


=. ond seeds available. 


Stoprin atoday,to gel your : Fe) Made in USA—Sweatshop Free 
—_— 0 Fal pi rte iL {* americanapparel.net 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 * 
www.mybpg.com 
510.540.6013 
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1855A Haight St. SF 

INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 

(415) 831-1032 F 

renewals gecsf.com | 
md PR VY ESD 


$39 new patients 
Al7 UREN DAILY 
24/4 ~ 
VERIFICATION | I-/ 








q _ od 
fALIDATED 
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American Apparel 


“n= = ee 


WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


WITH PROOF OF AD 
(srovers AN |Pd 


EEE” VIN AN PAD 
Sear) 
MMJDOCTOR.COM 


** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 









LOCATIONS 4 NEW PATIENT 














SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 
77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 





800-510-6490 
$35* | 
RENEWALS = “il 
Walk-ins welcomed 
> a 


PATIENTS 
All patients are seen by a California Licensed MD _3=ee-—~~_ 


- COMPASSIONATE HEALTH 


est of the 
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